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ted into yſhe by the ſayd Alexander 
m fourme of Dialoges /out of a boke na- 


med m latin ꝙiſerie curtaliũ / compyled by 


Eneas Suums Poete and oꝛatour / W hi⸗ 
che after was Pope of Nome # named 
Prius. ¶ Coꝛnir. C£Condon. 0 


He famous Poetis with the Muſs nrne 
euoith wyt wipyzerh- freſ.hz pzegnant a druyne 
Say boldely indyte / in ſtyle iubuanciall 
Some in poemis / hye and heroycall 
Som: them delyteth / in heuy dꝛagedyes 
And tome in wanton / oꝛ mety come dyes 
Some in latyets / agayne vyces dat tatpe 
Some in ſWete ſonges / acoꝛdant with the harpe 
And eche of theſc all / had lawde and ext llence 
Ifter theyꝛ reaſon and ſtyle of eloquence 
noho in kapꝛe (peche-cowde bꝛeuely compꝛehende 
Wolt fruytful matter / men dyd hym moſt cõmende 
Ind who were fruytles/ and in (peche tuperflue 
Men by theyꝛ wꝛytynge ſhantly ſet a qwe 
Thertoꝛe wyſe poetes / to ſhjarpe ⁊ pꝛoue theyꝛʒ wyt 
In homely geſtes / wzote many a mery fyt 
Bekoze they ducſt / be of audacyte 
Tauentute thyngys/ ol weyght x granite 
In this (ayd maner-the famous Teoctyte 
Fyzſt inDiracuſe-attumptyd foꝛ to w2yte 
Certayneeglogys/02 ſpeches paſtozall 
Inducynge ſhepherdes / men homely and tutall 
Whiche in playne langage/acoꝛdynge to theyʒ name 
Had _ talkynge-/(omtyme of my2th e game 
Somtymeof thynges-more lyke tograuyte 
Indnatercedynge-theyz (mall capacyte 
Wolt noble Uicgil-after hym longe whyle 
wW20te alloeglogys /afteriykemaner ſtyle 
Pts wyttes pꝛouynge / in matters paſtozall 
O he durſt venture / to ſtyle heroycall 
And in lyke manec / now lately in our dayes 
Path other poetis/attemptyd the (ame wares = 
Ps the moſt famous / baptyſt mantuan 


* 


The beſt of that ſoꝛt / ſyns poetes kyꝛſt began 
Ind Francylk Pctrarke /allo in Italp 
In lytze manerſtyle-wzote playn and merely 
that ſhall I ſpeke of the fadet auneyent 
whiche in bꝛefe langage / bothe playne z eloquent 
Bytwene Alathea / Sewilis ſtowt and bol de 
Hath madercherſall-of all thy ſtoꝛyes ol de 
By true hyſtoꝛyes / vs techynge to obiect 
Igaynſt vayne fables/of olde gentyles fect 
Belyde all thele / et fynde many mo 
w hiche hath emplored / theyꝛ dylygence allo 
Bytwene ſhepherdes / as it were but a fable 
To werte of mattets / bothe ttue and pzofytable 
But all theyꝛ names / I purpoſe nat to nu pte 
Whiche in this maner / made bokes ink ynyte 
Nowe tomppurpos/thepꝛ woꝛkes u oꝛthy fame 
Dyd my yonge age / my hart greatly inflame 
Dulſlowth eichwynge/ my lelfe toertertyſe 
In ſuche ſmall matters /oꝛ I dutſt ente cpꝛyſt 
To hyer matter /Iyke as theſe chyldꝛen do 
Whiche fyꝛſt vſe to crepe / and afterwarde to go 
The byꝛde vnulyd / fyꝛſt fleynge from her neſt 
Date nat aduenture / and is nat bolde noz pꝛeſt 
With wynges abꝛode / to lle as dothe the olde 
Fo: vſe and cuſtome / cawſeth all thynge be bolde 
Ind lytyll connynge / byctrafte andercercyſe 
To parfyte ſcience/cawſeth a man to tyſe 
But oz the paynter-can (utc his craft attavxne 
Moche foꝛward / faſſ on / tranſfoꝛmyth he in bayre 
But taſynge ſuperflue / and addynge / that dothe want 
Nude pycture is made / bothe parfyte and pleaſant 
So where 4 in pouth/ a certayne warke began 
And nat concluded / as oft dothe many a man 


————— — 


Nr 


pet thought J after/to make the ſame patfytt 

But longe I myſſyd / ÿ whiche J fyꝛſt dyd wꝛyte 
But here a wonder / J fourty yere ſaue twarne 
Pꝛocedyd in age / fonde my fyꝛſt youth agayne 
Co fynde youth in age / is a pꝛoblem dyffuſe 

But nowe here the trouth / and than no lenger muſe 
As late tournyd / olde bokes to and fro 

One lytle tretyſe / I founde amonge the mo 
Bytawſe that in youth / J dyd compyie the lame 

Eglogges of youth / Icallyd it byname 
Ind leynge ſome men / haue in the lame delyte 

At thep2 great inſtante / made the (ame parfyte 
Addynge and batynge-where I perceyuydnede 
Al then deſyzynge / whiche ſhall this tretyſe cede 
Nat to be greuyd / with any playne ſentence 

Rudely conueped / foꝛ lake of eloquence 
It were nat ſyttynge / a hearde oz man turall 

To ſpeke in ternies / gay and retoꝛytall 
So teacheth Oꝛate / in arteo t poetry 

That wꝛyters namely /theyꝛ reaſon ſhol de aply 
Mete ſpeche apꝛopꝛynge /to euery parſonage 

Ifter his eſtate/behauout wyt and age 
But yt that any wolde / now to me abiect 

That this my labour /ſhall be of (mall effect 
Ind to the redar/ nat greatly pꝛofytable 

And by that maner / as vayne and repꝛouable 
Bycavole it makyth / onely relacyon 

Of ſhepherdes maner / and dyſputacyon 
yt any ſuche tede / my tretyſe to the ende 

He (hall well perte pue / yf he therto entende 
Chat it contaynyth / bothe law des of vertue 

Ind man enkoꝛmethmylleuynge toeichne 
With dyuers bourdes and ſentenches mozall 


— — — 
A 


Cloſydin ſhadowe-of ſpechys paſtoꝛall 
As manypoetysas I haue ſayd betozne 
Haue v(ed longe tyme / befoꝛe that J was boꝛre 
But yf theyꝛ w2ytynge / thoughe 5 inuute the rate 
No name I chalauge / of poete lawzeate 
Chat name vnto them / is mete and dothe agre 
Whiche wꝛyteth matters with curʒ olyte 
Myn habyte blacke / acoꝛdeth nat withgrene 
Blacke betokened deth / as it is dayly (ene 
The grene is plealout / fteſſhe luſt and iol pte 
Theſe two in nature / hath great dyuerſyre 
Than whs wol de aſcrybe / except he were a fowle 
The pleaſant lawꝛer / vnto the mournynge cowle 
Another tewarde / abydeth my la bout 
The gloꝛrous ſyght-of god my ſaurout 
no hiche is chefe ſhepherde / and head of other all 
To hym foꝛ ſocout / in this my warke call 
And nat on Clio /noꝛ olde Melpomene 
My hope is fued/of hymaydedto be 
And that his mother / the heuynly empꝛes 
Shall to good endynge my wyt and pene addzes 
Foz to accomplyſſhe / my purpoſe and entent 
To lawde and pleaſont/of god omnipotent 
And to the pꝛofyte/the pieaſour and the mede 
Ok all them whiche ſhall / this tretyſe here # rede 
But to the redat / now to retourne agayne 
Kyꝛſt of this thynge / J wyll thou be certayne 
Thatx. egloggys / this hole treatyie dothe holde 
To imitacion of other poetes olde 
3 In horneſplangage-natpaſlengethery der 
n / 
Somtyme dyſputynge-of courtiymyſery 
Domtymeof venus /Dyſceytfull tyranny 


Somtyme coͤmendynge / loue honeſt and laudable 
Domtyme deſpyſynge / loue fals dyſcyeuable 
Somtyme dyſpyſynge/and blamynge auaryce 
Dointymeercytynge / vertue toereriyſe 
Domt)me of warre-avhozrynge the outrage 
And ot the (ame tyme-/the manyfolde damage 
And other matters / as after (hall apere 
Tothey; great pleaſute whiche * 
(here. 


¶ The pꝛologe of the fyꝛſt egloge: 


- tofmplehepherdys-met on a certayne day 

The one wele agyd / with lockers hoze i gray 

Mhiche at tet labouts / aud woꝛldly beſynes 
Concludyd to lyue /in reſt and quietnes 

pet nought had he kepte / to fynde hym clothe noꝛ fode 

At dyuers holys/his heat gcewe thꝛough his hode 

A ſtyffe patche d felt / hangynge ouet his iyen 

His coſtlyclotynge/ was thꝛedbare kendall grene 

His patchyd Cocacts/ſu ant tetchydto his kne 

In the (yde of his felt / there ſtacke a ſpone of tre 


A botell / his cote / on the one ſyde had tozne 


Foz hangynge / the ere was nete in ſondet wozne 
In his one hand alway/his pype he bare 
noherokthe ſounde / teleſyd of his care 
His wallt with bzeade and cheſe / io than he ods 
A hoke in his hande in myddes of all his good 
Saue that h boſtyd / to haue experience = 
Of woꝛldiy thynges / vy pzactyle and ſcienet 
Yrm izlfe he calird / our by his name 


- — — — —— — — — — 


The other ſhepherde / was 1yke vnto the ſame 
Saue only that he / had lyued all his dayes 
In kepynge his folke-and ſene no farther wares 
pet was he to ſyght / a ſtout and luſty freake 
Indas he boſted / he bozne was in the peake 
Coꝛidon by name / his bours dyd hym call 
Hymſelfe counted / the ſtouteſt of them all 
This Coꝛidon ſwoꝛe / and iayd to Coꝛnix lure 
That he no longat / wolde there that [ye indute 
In wꝛetchyd labout / and ſtyll in pouerte 
Br.uut to the Cyte / he ſayd that go wolde he 
On els to the court / and there with ſome abyde 
Tyll tyme that foꝛtune / wol de better lyfe pꝛouyde 
By whiche mocyon / Coꝛnix ſhewith playnly 
Of court and courtes / the care andmyſery, 


CThe fyꝛſt Eglogge of the myſeryes and 
maners of the court ⁊ couttes The ſhepher 
dys Interloquutouts / oz comenners in Þ 
ſame Eglogge be Coꝛidon and Coznix* 


¶ Coꝛidon fyꝛſt (peketh; 


e 0vuthfrendCoznir / nought tan my 
bo hart make lyght 
whan J remembze / the ſtozmes of 


—a\\\yreſier nyght 
Eee u Fave 
e 
Hathplarnly walted / out pꝛofyte aud auayle 
9 — 1. — 
| betyn/downe flat vnto ÿ grounde 
UL ith tempeſt after / and violence ol tayne ; 


T hat it as I doubt / hall neuer tyſe agayne 
The hayle hath betyn/ out ſhepe within the fol de 
That all be febled-as well the yonge as olde 
Our mylke is tournyd / and wared pale and ſoute 
The ſtoꝛme and tempeſt / vpon out cowches powꝛe 
Our llocke and feldes / is all our hole ryche 
hiche ſtyll is ſubiect / to ſuche vnhappynes 
Foꝛ after that we / haue done bothe colt and parne 
One ſoden tempeſt / deſtroyeth all agayne 
Than farwele welfare / woꝛs chaũce we nede nat fete 
Saue only to ſowke / out clawes withthe bere 
The Cytezins haue great tre ſout (ykerly 
In cofers cloſed / auoyde of Jeopardy 
They: comescowched fafte vnder locke and key 
Frome place to plate / they may the ſame conuey 
Whan they of the theuys / perteyue the dyn and ſounde 
But ſtyl mult out coꝛne remayne vpon the grounde 
Abydynge ftozmpys-haple-/thunderand tempeſt 
Tyll that it be fo2 ſpkyll type and pꝛeſt 
As foz thepꝛ ryches no thnnder / froſt noꝛ hayle 
No ſtoꝛme noꝛ tempeſt/can hurt oz dyſauaple 
Suche carefull chanches / and uche aduerſyte 
Us alwape kepeth in wꝛetched pouerte 
¶ Coꝛnit anſwereth. 
¶ Ocoꝛidon mymate / J were ſo haue Jblys 
Thou plapnly ſpekeſt / lyke as the matter is 
But as foꝛ my parte-my mynde and wyt is blynde 
To knowe who gydethall wether/ſtoꝛme wynde 
But this thynge J knowe / but pet not perfytely 
pet bolde dare J be to ſpete to the playniy 
Foz yt that I ſpaze it / in ſome audience 
men wolde malygne / and take it foꝛ offence 


pk god (as men lay) doth heuyn and erthe —_— 


— 


Than why doth nat he / regarde out dayly payne 
Our greuous la bout /e iuſtipmyght deuyd 
And foz vs wꝛetches / ſome better lyfe pꝛou yd 
Some nought dothe labour / and lyueth pleaſantly . 
Though all his reaſon to vices he apply 
But ſe with what ſweat / what beſynes and payne 
Our ſymple lyuynge / we labour to optayne 
Beholde what yliys the ſhepherdes muſt endure 
Foꝛ flocke and how ſholde-bare lruynge to pꝛocute 
In feruent heat / we muſt intende our fol de 
And in the wynter almoſt we freſe foz colde 
Upon the harde grounde / oꝛ on the llyntys bzowne 
we lcape/whanotherlay on a bedof downe 
A thouſande x11ys of daunger and (keneſe 
With dyuers ſoꝛes / out beaſtes dothe opp:eſſ 
A thouſande peryls/ and mo yf they were tolde 
Dayly and nyghtiy inuadeth out poze folde 
Somtyme the wolfe / our beſtys doth deuour 
And ſomtyme the thefe awayteth foz his hour 
Ot ellys Þſoudyour / moche wzoſk thi wolfe oz thee = 
Agaynſt all our flocke /inragyth with myſchefe 
Se how my handes-are withmany a gall 
And ſtyfe as a boꝛde by warke contynuall 
My face all ſcoꝛfy/my colour pale and wan 
My hedall parched/and blacke as any pan 
My berde lyke bꝛyſtyls / lo that a plyant leke = 
With a lytel myght may thꝛuſt me thozow Þ cheke | 
And as a ſtokfrſſhe wꝛrnkeled is myſayn 
Suche is the pzofyt / whyche 4 by labour wyn 
But this mylabout ſhol de greue me moche p leſk | 


pf reſt oꝛ plealute come of my beſyneſi 
But one ſodayn ſtoꝛme of thunder hayle oz rayne 
Agapne all waſtyth / wherfoze I toke this payne 


This is the rewarde / the dede/and warke deuyne 
Unto whole awters poꝛe ſhepherdes inciyne 
Tooffzr tapers/andcandels we are fayn? 
And foz our offrynge-/l1o-this haue we agayne 
I tan not declare/what pyte / and mercy | 
noꝛappeth vs wꝛetches / in this hard myſety 
But this wote well / it is bothe ryght and mꝛde 
There moſt to ſocoute / where dothe apete molt nede 
| ( Coꝛidon. 
¶ Do there frende Coznir-/thou wadeſt now to farre 
Thy ſelfe foꝛgettynge / thou lepeſt ouer the barre 
Small is myknowlege / thou many a thynge halt (ne 
yet out of the way / foꝛlſothe I ſe the clene 
The kynge of heuyn / is mercyfulland iuſt 
And them all helpeth whiche put in hym they2 truſt 
than we deſerue / he (trykethnatalway 
This in the pulpete / hard J (yz Peter (ay 
Het oft he ſtryketh / whan man is obſtynate 
And by no meanes / wyll his my yuynge hate 
So all theſe plages / and inconuenyence 
Fals on vs wꝛetches / only foꝛ our offence 
(Comnr. 
C Foz what oftences-thou artemade ſo to ſay 
Where we of v ſoꝛte / whiche dydour lozde betray 
D: that conſentyd / our loꝛde ta crucyfy 
we neuer were iuche / thylelke can teſtyfy, 
¶ Coꝛidon. 
¶ Now truſt me ſurely / though be neuer ſo w2outh 
I nought ſhall abaſſhe tothe to ſay the trouth 
Thought we (hepherdes be out of company 
Without occalyon/ we lyue onhappely 
Seke well amonge vs and plapnely thou (halt fe 
Tixfe-bzawlynge-malyce dyſcoꝛde / iniquite 


- — -— — 


noꝛathe / lechery/ lelynge / rnuy / andtouetyt 
And bꝛeuel Men e 


oznir, 

nohat nav man patde / all we do nat offence 

pet all haue ſoꝛowe / without all diffrence 
Say nou qt mã but trouth / do godnothynge deſerue 

Without 22 be all lyke to ſtetue 

ozidon. 
C what ceaſſe nian foꝛ ſhame / thou arte of tet ſon (cant 
The wyſe/nowe muſt lerne / wyt of the tgnozant 
IJ haue no knowlege/ſaue onlyot᷑ my tarre 

pet this I perceyue-man ſhol de nat te tofarre 
In goddes werkes / he all dothe fox the deſt 
pf thou fyndeſt here no eſement weithne reſt 
What than / eke ferther bo; playniy io ſhall J 
| In (ome place foꝛtune beholdcth merely 
IJ byde nolenger by ſaynt Thomas of kent 

In ſuche bare plates / wherfoꝛe cuery day is lent 
The freers haue ſtoꝛv in iome day ot the went 
But euery day our mete is foz to ſehe 
J nought haue to bre / begge can I nat foz ſhame 

Except that 4 were blynde / impotent oz lame 
pf (che agadipnge-/as 4 mol de begge 02 ctaus 

Of me metey / and pyte wolde men haue 
That they foꝛ almcs( J (were bygoddys ſockys) 

In euery towne wolde make me ſcoure the ſtockes 
That can one Dꝛome / by many aſlayes tell 
hit that yli ſcyente / Ipurpole nat to mell 
Here no thynge J haue wherfoze I nede to care 

Now Cant a diewe ſtreyght fozward wyl J fare 

i Oꝛutr. N . 
CS:rayght tozwarde man/ter Bene 
All other people haue as great care as we 


Only bare nede /is all our payne and wo 
But theſe towne dwellers hauymany paynes mo 
Our payne is placſure nere / incomparyſon 
Of theyz great piles and ſoꝛe veracyon 
Of all ſuche thynges haue Jerperyence 
Than mapſt thou (urely geue to me credence 
whether wylt thou goto lyue moꝛe quietly 
inn ee mylery, 
02 
¶ hat man / the court is freſſhe and tull of eas 
I can dꝛawe a bowe / I (hal ſome loꝛ de there pleas 
Thy ſeife can repozte/how I can byꝛdys kyll 
Wyn arowe toucheth of them nothynge but the byl 
IJ hucte no fleſhe / noꝛ bzulc no parte at all 
udere nat my ſhotynge our lyuynge were but (mall 
Lo here a (parowe-lo here be thzullhes four 
All chele 3 kylled/this day within an hour 
Itan daunce the raye/ 4 can bothe pype and ſynge 
pf 4 were mery/ I can bothe hurie and lynge 
Jrone- I w:altell/andcan wele thzowe the bare 
No(h:pherde thꝛoweth the axeltre ſo farre 
pf I were mery/ 4 coude well lepe and ſpꝛynge 
I were a man mete./to ſerue a pzynce oz kynge 
wherfoze tothe coutt/now wyll 4 getmeplayne 
A dewſwete Coꝛnir / fare well yet onys agayne 
ꝛoupde foz thy ſelfe io ſhall I do foz me. 
¶ Coꝛnir. f 
(Do way Coꝛidon /foz goddys loue let be 
Noughtellys is the court/but euyn the deuyls mowth 
And place moſt careful of eaſt / weſt / noꝛth 2 ſowth 
For thy longe ſeruyte /thete nede (hall be thy hye 
Out of the water thou lepeſt in to the fyꝛe 
De lyue inſoꝛowe / I wyll it nat deny 


But in the court is the well of myſery. 
¶ Coꝛidon. 
nohat man thou ſeeſt / and in Iyke wyſe ſe J 
That luſty couitters / goal wap Jolely 
They haue no labour /yet at they well beſene 
Bardydand garded in plea launt whyte and grene 
They do nought eis / but reuell ſlepe and dꝛynke 
But on his foldys / the poꝛe ſhepherde muſt thynke 
They teſt / we labout / they gayly decked be 
nohyle we go tagged by nede and pouerte 
They: colour luſty/ they byde no ſtoꝛme noꝛ (hours 
¶ They haue v pleaſouts / but al they payne is outs 
They haue all thynges / but we wꝛetches haue noughe 
They ſinge they daũce whyle we loꝛe ſyght foꝛ thou 
But what bzyngeth thẽ to this pꝛoſpetyte (ght 
Dtrength-cow2age-frendys/craftandaudacyte 
pf Jhadfrendys/ J haue all thynge beiyde 
M hiche myght in court / a rowine for me pꝛouyde 
But ſyth couttets haue this lyfe contynually 
They haue all pleaſout / and nought of mykcry, 
(Corr. | 
C Nat ſo Coꝛidon / oſt vnder yalowe lockes 
Be hyd fowle icabbes / and ferefull frenche pockes 
They; teuyld (hyztes-of clothe / whyte / ſofte / thyn 
Okt tymescloketh/a fowle and ſcurty ſayn 
And where we labour / in warkes pofytable 
They labout (ozer in watke abhomynable 
They mayhaue ſhame to Jet ſo vp and downe 
Whan they be dettours/foz doublet houſe # gowone 
Ind in the tauerne / temayne they laſt foꝛ lag 
than neuer a crolſe-18 in theyꝛ couttly bag 


They ctake / they boſte / and vaunt as they were wood 


Ind molte whan they (yt-in myddis of others good 
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Aought haue they wꝛetches ſaue care and myſery 


Wyo hath it pzouedall courtynge ſhall defy. 
¶ Coꝛidon. ö 
( Mary (pz by this /I ie erperyence 
Chat ar 7. the courte-hath kepte ſome reſydence 
oꝛnix. 
¶ emembꝛynge of court they payne tontynuall 
Ithynke thele paynes / but eaſy/ſhoꝛt and (mall 
So the remembzaunce- of greuous care andpayne 
Cauſeth me gladiy this hardenes to ſuſtayne 
who that hath lyued in court I the aſſure 
In ſtede ot plealour map this out lyfe endure 
Our nede is ealed with plealaunt liberte 
Ther care is hepyd with harde captiuite 
I thought our lyuynge care and veracion 
Befoꝛc ot the court )oꝛ thou made mencyon 
( Coꝛzidon. 
¶ vt the court be ſuche as thou doſt playnly tell 
I thynze it foly with it to deale oz mell 
Better is frewyli / with nede and pouette 
Than nede in the court / with harde captyuyte 
But tell me Coꝛnix / I pꝛay the inſtantly 
How F loperfytly 


(Coꝛnix. 
( nohyle Jin youth in Croidon towne dyd dwell 
ten to the court I coolys bzought to (ell 
And than J lerned and noted parfytly | 
Df court and courters the care and myſery 
Fo: Jlurkedandnone regarded me 
Tyll {hadknowlege-of hye andlowe degre 
hat was they: maner /behauour and viage 
The moze I trayed / moze lawe A ol outrage 
¶ Coꝛidon. 


— — 
— 


Chan farwell courtynge /J ſe thou counteſt beſt 
C Here to temayne / in ſyniple welth and teit 
But in meane ſea ſon / I pꝛap the hartely 
Declare me all hole the courtiy myſery 
Beholde our wethers leychewynge of the cud 
Here is no petyll/ ol water dyke noꝛ mud 
Slowth loueth lombzynge moche liepe is repzouable 
But merytalkynge is greatly confoztable 
Here is colde ſhadow / here is a clere fontapnt 
han woꝛdes greueth / dꝛynke and begyne agarne 
Fo: longe time paſſed/ I haue herde of thy loꝛe 
uohiche thynge me moueth / to here talke the moꝛt 
Be gyn and ſhewe me / the courtes wꝛetchydnes 
o IJ parchaunce/ſhall ſett therby the les 
And whete longe talkynge / oft greue th many a man 
I (hall the furnyſſhe / with woꝛdes now and than 
What ſay on Coꝛnix why att thou now ſo ſtyll 
Thy wyt and reaſon was ont to be at wyll 
¶ Toꝛnix anſwered. 
C Fayne wolde comon / foꝛ pleſure and paſtyme 
But trouth is cõmitted / moſt greuo⸗ faut oz crime 
Ind ſome might me here / which by theyz woꝛdes (owz 
Myght bꝛynge me in court in greuoys dyſpleſour 
Becauſe I (hall pꝛoue all the whiche court dothe haũt 
Myſe table folrs/ mad men and ignozaunt | 
Thertoꝛe Coꝛidon / amonge the bowys p2ye 
pf there lutke any Jay /ſterlynge/thzuſſhe /oꝛ pyrxe 
To note my woꝛdes / and that them fozthe agayne 
uSherby J myght wyn dyſpeſout loſſe oz payne 


Coztdon. 
C1 RC. domynus to loſe(thou haſt no good 
Saue hoke and cok ers / thy boteil and thy hood 


Typ hode all tagged / can kepe no body dzye 


—_ 


Many haue as good /though none can them eſpre 
He hath (mall reaion/that hath a hode moꝛe fyne 
And wolde foꝛ malyce-berob the here of thyne 
Js foꝛ dyſpleaſour / I warant the alſo 
Thou ſhalt foz pzynces-gretc eas and pleaſout do 
Foz many pon them / do dayſy craue and call 
To be in ſetupte / whiche ate nat mete at all 


To be in the court / they labour ſo gladly 


Bycaule they knowe nat / therol the myſety 

whome to teceyue /it is nat pzofytable 
And to dyſpyſe them /it is nat honoꝛable 

If thou ſuche conſtrayne to leue / of theyꝛ owne mynde 
Thou doeſt to pꝛyncys/a very pleaſout kynde 

And other foles-ſhall take thy tale in (rozte 

And neuer the leſſe/ Hall to the cout teſoꝛte 

Chan let nat Toꝛnix/playnly to ſaythetroth 
Let ſcabbydclawe / and gyly men be wꝛoth 

Better is foꝛ truoth-/ſuffer paynys harde 
Chan foꝛ * llattrynge / to haue a great rewarde 

oꝛnix. 

C Thou ſayſt but teaſon / I lawde the by ſaynt Johã 

Than boldiy dzmaunde- I pꝛay the Cozidon 

fk luche matters / as to the court belonge 

And IJ ſhall anſwer / dene pt it be w 

That I haue lernyd / by pꝛactyſe and 
Iqali as 1 intellygente. 


bn ſapſt / is fals and dyſcepuable 
Chan teil me wherfoꝛe / that men in ooſt honozable 


Ther in temaynynge / abydyth care and payne 
And pet by 42 wyll they wyll nat fozth agayne 
Coꝛnir. 


Cane thyngeg be-whiche monythprople blynde 


Ct» 


* 
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Co ren to the court / with feruenthart and mynde 
But of all thynges / this ſpecyally is one 
Che hope of honour /callydambycyon 
Nyght lo Mynalcas dyd / luſt of honour call 

And as he compttyd / Ambycpon is egall 
Vnto that vertue / whiche men call 
Charyte ſuſfceth /all hardaduerſyte 
All payne and labcur/and all veracyon 
Andeuyn as moche /(uffreth Imbycyon 
Fo: woꝛldly wꝛetches / in honour to excell 
Foꝛte nat to labour / downe to the ppt of hell 
Lo here chefe cauſe / why men to tourt reſoꝛte 11 
But onxys in the coutt / whan they haue had cofo2te 
Suche is of mankynde / the blynde calamyte 
That in one ſtate/yt᷑ they longe tyme haue be 
A lyfe there lyuynge / but vyle and full of ſhame 
vet by no maner / can they dyſpyſe the ſame 
So who that in youth / hath v(ed courtes tage 
They frnde no maner / to leue the (ame in age 
And to wyn lawdes / and pꝛayſe of the comonte 
In no harde labour / thynke they dyffytultt 
But yt men huntyd foꝛ folys and hye glozy 
As they hunt dayly foꝛ honour tranſitoꝛy 
Nyght fewe oz none / wolde to the court apply 
Therto be tangled / with care and myſery 
But vnto the court / yf thou haſt thyne entent 
Bycauſe Pꝛelatys / and wyſle men it frequent 
Here what the (hepherde-of Nazareth doth ſap 
Is I harde fauſtus / declate vpon a day 
Ut on they hre chaxyꝛe / and ſeat of moyles 
Sat the olde ſcrybes / and lect of pharyſes 
L yue as they teche / but lyue nat as they do 
And thus in thecouit / man mult behaue hrm (o 


—— 
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His lyfe tefoutmynge / lyte as ſuche ought to lyue 


Nat by exãple / whiche they to other gyfe. 
( Cozidon, 
¶ Theſe behye matters / and far beyonde my wyt 
If ſuche be the court / what man wol de mel with it 
pet J aſſuer the / befoꝛe this I haue ſene 
That r: ſhepherdys loge in ÿ court hate bene 
CComr. 
¶ Al that J graunt the-but aſkeand thou ſhalt frnde 
That ſuche in the court / aboyde agayn theyꝛ mynde 
Ls the ryche ſhepherde / whiche wonid in moztlake 
( Coꝛidon. 
¶ O Coꝛnix coꝛnix/fele how my hart doth quake 
On hym what J thyntze my harte is full of payne 
Wolde god that we coude get hym to lyue agayne 
What tyme he lyued / ſome blame d hym ywys 
Whiche ſyns he dyd / doth hym ſoꝛe lacke and mrs 
He paſſyd Todꝛus/ he yafſyd Mynalcas 
He paſſyd Mopſus / and allo Lyſydas 
None other ſhepherde myght w that man compare 
In durynge his lyfe / we nedyd nat to care 
But euer ſyth tyme that he was dead and gone 
We ſuffer wꝛonges defender haue we none 
He was the patron of thynges paſtoꝛall 
His face and fauour/fo2get I neuer (hall 
nohyle I was yonger he came by our cotage 
Than was my father / Amyntans / fat in age 
But the (ame ſhepherde / gaue hym bothe clothe # golde 
O Coꝛnir the yonge be moche vnliyke the olde. 
¶ Coꝛnit. | 
C pts ſyns his dayes/a cocke was in the fen 
I knowe his vorce amonge a thouſandmen 
De taught / he pꝛeched / he mendydeuery wzonge 


But Coꝛidon / alas /no good thynge bydeth longe 
He all was a cocke/he wakened vs from lle pe 
And whyle we llumberyd/ he dyd our foldys kepe 
No cut / no foxts / noꝛ butchers do gges wood 
Coude hurte our toldys/his wachynge was ſo good 
The hungry wolues whiche that tyme dyd abounde 
hat trme he crowed / abaſſhed at the ſounde 
This cocke was no moꝛe / abaſſhed of the fore 
Thanis a lyon /abaſſſed of an ore 
whan he went / faded the floure of all the fen 
I boldly dare ſwere / this cocke trode netuer hen 
This was a fader / of thynges paſtozall 
Ind that well ſheweth his churche Cathedzall 
There was J lately about the mydes of may 
Coꝛidou / his churche / is twenty (ythe moze gay 
Than all the churches / betwene the (ame # kent 
There (awe 3 his towmbe / and chapell excellent 
I thought fyue houres / but euyn a lytell whyle 
. Saynt Z ohñ p virgin me thought dyd on me ſmyle 
Our paryſſhe churche / is but a dongyon 
To that gay churche / to make comparyſon 
If the peopie were as plea ſant as the place 
Then were it paradyſe- of plea ſout and ſolace 
Thanmyght Atrulp -ryght well fynde in my hart 
There ſtyll to abyde / and neuer to departe 
But (ins that this cocke / by deth hath left his ſonge 
Trult me Coꝛidon / thete many a thynge is wzongt 
whan J (awe his fygute / lay in the chapell (yde 
Lykc deth for wepynge / Imrght no lenger byde 
Lo/ all geod thynges / lo (one away doth glyde 
That no man lyketh / to longe doth reſt and abyde 
rohan the good is gone / my mate this is the cale 
Sel dom the better reentreth in the place. 
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¶ Coꝛidon. 


| Coꝛ 1 | | 
¶ Chou ſayſt crowth . make to goda dowe 
But ay mate Coꝛnix / where be we nowe 
Fat from the matter / where as we fyꝛſt began 
Begyn where wa left / J pzay the yt thou can 
j 
C That hall 4 lyghtip / thou ſaydeſt that a ſoꝛte 
Ok good olde ſhepherdes dyd to the court rilozte 
But ſuche as be good / be there agayne theyꝛ wyll 
Foz truly in court /thepfynde leſſe good than vll 
To ſe moche amys /to them it is great payne 
nhã foꝛ theyꝛ wozdes/none wyl his vyce refrayne 
Then get they but ſcoꝛne / and indygnacron 
Ind fo2 01 — and veracyon: 
oꝛidon. 
| pꝛay the Cozmir-pzocede-tell by and by 
Coznir”') ( Okt courts courtesþpaynx myſery. 
T hat werea * _— and very harde to do 
oꝛidon. 
¶ This is beſt remedy / take longer tyme therto 
Here is gay ſhadowe / here is a pleaſant coole 
Take * — flowꝛes / foꝛ cuſſhen aud for ſtole 
oꝛnir. 
Than lap downe thy hoke / gyue me that botell nete 
math 72 — the thꝛote and voyce ts clere 
( Coꝛidon. 
¶ Lo here the botell / dꝛynke ſuche as is therin 
Duntze 22 than in the name of god / begyn 
Coꝛnir. 
CA ſvꝛ / well dꝛawen / and that with lytell payne 
Than turne we our ſpeche/nowe to vᷣ court agayne 
Wo wyll to the court / fyꝛſt let hym thynke befoꝛe 
Whether he may ſuller labour and paynes ſoꝛe 


As yt dyuets wayes / lay vnto Jlyngton 


Bothe hunger and thꝛyſt / iniury and wꝛonge 
Foꝛ theſe (hall he / fynde the rude courters amonge 
Ind moꝛe after theſe / vet let hym thynke agayne 
tOhether in the tourt / he may that thynge optayne 
whiche he deſyꝛeth / me thynketh the contrary 
Men wolde fynde honour / there fynde they myſety 
Thus all be folys / whyche wyllyngly there dwell 
ar _ is the baytynge place of hell 
Co . 
C — ſaydman / bythe rode of reſt 
Coꝛnix. | 
C I graunt it is harde / but to ſaytrouth is beſt 
But yet (hall I pꝛoue /m ſaynge verytable 
Aduert my woꝛdes / ſe yf J be culpable 


Unto out purpoſe / by dyuers wayes thꝛe 


Men maybe folys / I ſhall them count to the 
Chey all be folys whiche ſet theyz thought a mynde 
That thyng foꝛ to ſeke which they ſhal neuer fynde 
Ind they be foles / wohiche ſeke thynge with delyte 
o hiche yf they fynde / is harme and no pꝛof pte 
Ind he is a fole /a ſot and a geke alſo 
e hiche choſcth a place / vnto the ſame to go 
And where dyuers wayes/ lead thether dyrectly 
He choſed the woꝛſt/ and mooſt of Jeopardy 


Co ſtowe on the wol de / quaueneth oz trompyngtõ 
Codoucr dyꝛham/to barwyke oz exeſtet 

To grantham-totnes bꝛyſtowe oz godmancheſtcr 
Co toan parys-tolrono: flozance 

C Coꝛidon. 

¶ what hooman/abyde-what all tedy in france 
Lo a fayzc iourney/and ſhoꝛtly endyd to 

withall hel cownes/what thynge haue we to do 

omir, 


| 


CBygod-manknowethou that J haue had to do 

In all theſe townes / and yet in many mo 
Co ſe the woꝛlde / in youth me thought was beſt 

And after in age / to gyue myſelte to teſt 

( Coꝛidon. 
¶ Thou myght haue bꝛought one / ⁊ (ct by our village 
¶ Coꝛnix. 

Cudhat man / I myght nat foꝛ lacke of catyage 
To carympowneſelfe / was all that cuer Imyght 
And ſomtyme foꝛ eas / my ſacheli made lyght 

L Coꝛidon. | 
¶ To our fy2(t matter / we bettet muſt intende 
Els matwelue month / we luant ſhal make an ende 
( Coꝛnir. 
¶ True ſayd Coꝛidon / that can J nat denay 

But thyn owne ſelfe / dyd lead me from the way 
Unto theſe townes / nowe to retoutne agayne 

To any of them all /yt there lay waycs twayne 
The one ſu te and ſhoꝛt / and ledynge dyrectiyh 

The other wey longer and full of Jcopardy 
That fole wece woꝛthy a babyll and a hode 

Which wolde chole ÿ woꝛſt perceyuyng wel good 
One of thele folyes / oꝛ all oppꝛeſſe that ſoꝛt 
W uhiche nat conſtrayned / doth to the court te ſoꝛt 
Other that they ſerche / whiche they may nat attayne 

Oz ß / whiche gottynge-ſhal do them hutte # payne 
Oꝛ of two wayes / they vſe to leue the belt 

Foꝛ on no godnes / doth theyz deſyꝛes reſt 

4A Coꝛidon. 
¶ What is the deſyꝛe / and purpos pꝛyncppall 

Chefely frequented-amonge theſe courters all 

Indfoz * take they ſuche beſynes 
Tomte. 


CE Ot that cowde Codꝛus / the trouth to expꝛes 
Ind I hall tell che / as true as the goſpell 

After lyke maner / as J herd Codꝛus tell 
Who that remayne / by bynge oꝛ p2ync) 8 lyde 

Endure great paynes/fyut thynges to pꝛouyde 
W hothat in court / map one of them purchace 
Chynkethto haue won / a pleaſant gyft to grace 
The fyꝛſt is honour I tolde the of this ſame 

The leconde is lawde / hye name oꝛ woꝛdly kame 
The thyzde is power myght oꝛ aucthoꝛyte 

The fourth is ryches / chefe rote of dygnyte 
The fyꝛſt is plealout / luſt and voluptuouſnes 

Foꝛe theſe / do men ſe we vnto the court doutles 
Belyde theſe be lome / but they be ſawyn thyn 

Neloꝛtynge to coutt / there ſowles fot to wyn 
So moche moꝛe / meryte / ſuippoſynge to optayne 

How moche moꝛe they byde/ of dyſpleaſout x payne 
Ot thele all / ſhall be my communicac ion 

(Coꝛidon. | 
¶ Nowe 2 an Coꝛnix / with goddes benyſon. 
To2mir, 

C Al theſc ſhall I pzoue-/by playne erperyence 

Nat onely wytles / and vord ot (apience 
Blit alſo folys/ men ignoꝛant and wode 

And of alli foplys/mooſt woꝛthy of a hode 
But oꝛ I begyne 4 take the to wytnes 

That no pꝛynte / I blame deiytynge in godnes 
But onely to ſpeke / by pꝛoteſt acion | 

To lay nought / but trouth is no detraxion 
Agaynſt our ſouetayne / no thynge do J reply 
In whome all vertue / doth ipꝛenge abundantly 


Andother pꝛincis / and loꝛdes great oz (mall 
wyhrle they lle vrces / J blame none ot them all 


— WW, ß . 


Ind though in talkynge / oſtymes call J muſt 
Some pꝛyncys (ubtect/to foly ſyn and luſt 
I wolde nat haue / that aſtybyd to them all 
Jam nat ſo fonde / ſo dull noꝛ ruſtycall 
But that | perceyue-that many pꝛyncys be 
whole lyfe and vertue/ is after theyꝛ degte 
With fece of god / and dꝛede of payne dowtles 
They (lake thoſe vicys whiche ryſyth on nobles 
And where oft vicys/ ſpꝛynge moſte in hye degre 
By men of ryches / wylth / luſt and lyberte 
By caule that no man dare blame them foꝛ offence, 
yet ſome noble men / ſo gyde them bypꝛudence 
Namely aſyſte d / by the fupernall grace 
So that wyt ruleth / and luſtes haue no place 
Amonge gentyles /ſuche pꝛynces kynde J can 
As Zuguſtus/ Titus / and eke Uaſpaſtan 
Traian / Antonius / with many other mo 
And CTryſten pzynccs many one alſo 
As rych Conſtantyne / and olde Archadius 
Theodocius/Chatels/ and Honoꝛius 
pe and holy Henty/lyenge at wyndeloze 
Of ſuche coude J count / mo than a twenty ſcoꝛe 
Belyde noble Henty / whiche now departed late 
Spectacle of vertue /tocuery hye cltate 
The patrone of peas/ and pꝛymate of pꝛudence 


nohiche ou goddis churche hath done ſo great expece 


Df all thele pꝛyncys the mercyand pyte 
The loue of concoꝛde / iuſt te and equite 
The purenes of Iyf / and grftes lybetall 
Not all their vertues of the ſayd pꝛyncys all 
Ind Henty the eyght moſt hyc aud tryumphant 
No gytt ol vertu / noꝛ manlynes dothe want 


D. i, 


Mm humble ſpeche / and langage paſtozall 
If it were able / holde w2yte his actes all 
But whyle Jought ſpeke/ot courtly myſerp 
Hym with all luche/ except I vtterly 
But what other pꝛyncys comonly frequent 
Is true as I can to ſhewe is myn entent 
But yf I ſholde ſay / that all the myſery 
whiche I (hall after rehers and lpetyfy 
Were in the court / ol our moſt noble kynge 
I ſholde fayle ttouth -andplaynlymake lea b nge 
Ind pk that J ſayd that in it were no vyce 
So ſholde J lye / in cyght lyke maner wyt 
Is foʒ my patt / I blame no man at all 
Dame luche / as to vyce / be ſubget baund x thzall 
Foꝛ amonge all men / this wyſe ſtandeth the caſe 
ing 5 thã Alnus growe in euerp place 
Coꝛidon. 
¶ Nyght well excuſyth / A thought nat erſt ſythene 
That ſimple Coꝛnix had halte this ſubtylte 
But now apereth/ the very trouth certayne 
That men ot wourſhyp / haue nat beſt wyt ii bꝛavre 
Now teil how courters/whiche gapeth foꝛ honour 
In ſtede 3 paynes ſharpe and our 
| CComnr. 
CAllthey whiche ſuffer in court labour # payne 
Ther by luppolyge-true honoure to optayne 
It moche atu(yth-my woꝛdes noz doctryne 
Be moche vnable / to gyue them medycyne 
Fo: E leboꝛ the olde / with all his ſalues pure 
Theyꝛ wylfull foly-coude (cantly helpe and cute 
What man wol de thnke / that trowe honour pꝛolunde 
In pꝛyncyshalles/oꝛ courtes may be founde 


* 
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There /none hath honour / by vertue and connynge 
By maners / wyldom / ſadnes / noꝛ good lruynge 
But who hath power / hye rowmes oꝛ ryches 
He hath mooſt honour and lawde / of moze and leſt 
Fo what poꝛe man a playne and ſymple ſowle 
Though he were holy / as cuety was (aynt Powle 
Halt thou euet lene exalted ot a kynge 
Foz all his maners and vertuous lyuynge 
Theſe be the woꝛdes of ſhepherde Diluius = 
Whiche WT — pope / and called was Pius 
oꝛidon. 
C what yes man parde / tyght many haue men ſene 
Which in poꝛe houſes boꝛne # bꝛought vp hath bene 
That from lowe towmes andcarefull pouerte 
Be now exalted to greateſt dygnyte 
( Coꝛnix. 
¶ Suche is the pleaſour of pꝛyncys/to pꝛomote 
Suche vnto honour / whiche (cant be woztha grote 
But whom pꝛomote they / gyue credence vnto me 
Suche as in mauets /to them mooſt lykeſt be 
And in what maners / in beeſtely lechery 
In couet pte / Ite / oz in vyle glotony 
In haſty murder / and other cruelte 
Beleue my Coꝛidon I (ay but veryte 
A couetous pzynce / hath hem mooſt acceptable 
n ohiche gathereth / coyn / by meanys dyſceyuable 
As fals accuſynge / and w2onge extozcyon 
Sellynge of iuſtyte / frawde / and oppꝛe ſlyon 
A lecherous pzynce-hathhym beſt in concept 
Whiche can by craftes his place ⁊ tyme beſt in wert 
Uirgyns and wrues moolt fayze and amyable 
Tobzynge to his bed/foz luſt abhomynablg 


And a dꝛonken pꝛynte hath hym as dereſt mate 

ndhiche mooſt can lurtet / mooſt reuel & dzynke late 
And vnto a pꝛynce/ whiche loueth crueite 

Chefly in fauout / and concept is he 
vw hiche moolt delytyth / in ſhedynge manys bloods 
Fewe vicyous pꝛynces pꝛomote luche as be goods 
N owe is accepted of men of hye degre 

Not let in honour from humble pouerte 
Except he hath done / ſome de de ſo great of fame 

That all the woꝛlde may wonder at the (ame 
But this (ame honour is nether true noꝛ ſtable 

uWhiche growyth of rote / ſo vll and deteſtable 
Foꝛ veray honour and true oꝛ patfyt gloꝛy 

Coimpyth of actes/ot lawdable memoꝛ v 
In ſupoꝛtacron /o ryght andequyte | 
Ou in dekendynge / the churche and cõmonte 
Oꝛ other actes /comon oꝛ pꝛruate 

whiche ſoũ de to wourſhyp theſe make a true eſtate 
But luche true honour / fewe pꝛynces do de ſetue 

And no moꝛe do they / whiche in the court them ſetue 
Syth all almooſt / be of myſgouernaunce 

Foꝛ no gord do they-ercept it be by chaunce 

( Co21don, 

¶ pet at the leſte way ſuche menreputed be 

Men ok great honout / amonge the comonte 
Fo: whyle luche walk / in court oꝛ in ſttete 
Eche man inclynyth / whiche them doth ſe oꝛ mete 
Ok gothe the bonet / a becke at euery woꝛde 

Eche man muſt nedys / gyue place vnto my loꝛde 
Altet his degre / byꝛth / oꝛ pꝛomocyon 

Sliche of the comons / haue (alutacyon 
Ind ſhoꝛtly to ſay / men dothem moꝛe honour 


/ 


aw Chayſte our ſaurout 
oꝛnir. 
C It is as thou ſayſt / foꝛſothe my Cozidon 
But hatte what they ſar/ at iaſt whan men be gone 
Than they lalute thein / in the deuyls name 
And pꝛay vnto god that they may dye with ſhame 
And ſodoth many by tourment and dolout 
IX: han fytzell fouttune / ly keth on them to lour 
But uͤiche as dothe ſtoupe to them befoꝛe theyꝛ face 
Gyueth them a mocke whan they be out of place 
And one dothe whyſper / loft in others ere 
And ſayth thys tyꝛau / is fellet than a bete 
( Coꝛidon. 
nohy and fere they no moe foꝛ to ſape thus 
( Coꝛnir. *. 
¶ Ro / but ha che mi what (aythy good pope Siluius 
Lothis lame is he / whiche by his badcouncell 
Cauſth out pzynce to be to vs to fell 
This lame is he / whiche tayteth deme and tar 
This (ame is he-whiche ſtrayned men on tackes 
This lame is hz- whiche cauſeth all this war 
This lame is he / whiche al our welth doth mar 
This is of comons the veray dedly mall 
whiche with thele charges / thus doth opp2es vs al 
Who hym dyſpleaſeth / he beth all to duſt | 
This lame is he / whiche kyllyth whom hymluf 
That all the deuyls / ot hell / hym hence carry 
That we no lenger / endure his tyꝛanny 
This is the honour / and al the reuerence 
Geuyn vnto them / whaͤ they be from preſence 
But in luche honout / who euer hath delyte 


Whiche is lrawdelull / ſo faynt and vaparſyte 


Jam nat a ferde tocall hym made and blynde 
Anda very fole/oꝛ cls a lot of kynde 
4 CCondon. 
CLomranyfrende/thou ſpekeſt now to playne 
q fere leſt this gere (hall tourne vs vnto pa yne 
If any man 4 mo ſtyll a whyle and hatte 
Coꝛnix. 
C I ere nat at all / now J am ſet on warte 
Belyde this Coꝛidon / in court mooſt part doth dwell 
Flaterets and lyets/Coꝛxets of fafell 
Juggelers and dezers / and ſuche a ſchamfull table 
Whiche foꝛ a dynner lawd men no thynge laudable 
But men cyꝛcumlpect / whice be dyſcrete and wyle 
Doth ſuche vayne law des / vterly deſpyle 
Fo: ttuely no lawde / is named good noꝛ true 
Except it pzocede of men whiche loue vertue 
A rybawdus blame / is coinmendacyon 
Suche vl to ſlaunder / good conuerſacyon 
But ſuche they commende / as be to them ſemblable 
So theyꝛ dyſpꝛayſynge to the is pꝛofytable 
C Coꝛidon. | 
C Nowe truly my hart is eaſyd with the lame 
Foꝛ godftay goꝛmand lately dyd me blame 
And as foꝛ hymlelſe / thoughe Le be gay and ſtowt 
He hath nought / but foly within # eke without 
To blowe in a bowle / and foꝛ to pyll a platter 
To gyꝛne /to bꝛawle / to counterfayt / to flatter 
He hath no felawe / bytwene this a croydown 
Saue the pꝛowd plowmã / gnato ot chozIyngtown 
By cauſe he alway malygnyth agay ne me 
It playne apereth / out lyfe doth nat agte 
Foz yt᷑ we lyuyd / bothe after one rate 


[ Than ſholde Jhauehym tome aftendly mate 


— 
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But Coꝛuir / pꝛocede / tell foꝛth of dygnyte 
I Toꝛnix. 
Often in mytale / J hyndꝛyd am by the 
uche as foꝛ honour vnto the court teſoꝛt 
L oke ſeldom tymes / vpon the lower ſoꝛt 
To the hyer ioꝛt / foꝛ mooſt parte they intende 
For ſtyli theyꝛ delyꝛe is hyet to aſcende 
Ind whan none can make with them comparyſon 
A gayne thyꝛ pzynces cõſpyꝛe they by treaſon 
Chan whan theyꝛ purpos can nat come well to frame 
Igayne they dyſcende / and that with vtter ſhame 
Coꝛidon thou knoweſt ryght well what I mene 
We lately ot this experience haue ſene 
Whan men wol de alcende to rowmys honozable 
Euer is theyz mynde and luſt inſactable 
What euer thev haue /theycobont the ſame but (mall 
Whyle ought is greatter/nought ca the pleas but al 
Ind onys in Cambꝛydge J hard a ſ(coler ſay 
One ok the ſame / whiche go in copis gay 
That no man ſholde fyx/ende ok felicite 
In woꝛdly honout/ hre tcowme oz dignite 
Foz it is a thynge / in cettapne and vnſtable 
Whiche man of hym ſelfe / to putuay is not able 
In another power this honour al way is 
Who mooſt it ſekyth / of it doth often mys 
Ind who that ſeruyth / foꝛ honout and hye name 
And in this woꝛlde to get hym noble fame 
Moch payne abydyth thꝛough cares and dyſtres 
And with m2nymen he hath moche belynes 
Andoft muſt he rather / the mynde of men content 
Than do the plealour ot god ommpotent 
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Than ſyth twohonours of dyuers ſoꝛtys be 
One whiche ts gyuwnok men of honeſte 
The ſeconde honoure is of a multytude 
Fo: vetay trouth that man of wyt is rude 
whiche huntyth in court foꝛ the fyꝛſt honour 
The lame to purchace / by cate # gretelabour 
As foꝛtune honour / no man can there optapne 
Where neyther maners noꝛ vertues doth rayne 
The ſeconde honour is ofcomonte 
who that tequyꝛeth/ yet moꝛe folyſſhe is he 
For he demaundyth /a thynge ryght perylous 
Unlure vnſtable / and al ſo vicious 
But bothe thx le ſoꝛtys al way be veryd ſoze 
than they in honour / ſe many them befoꝛe 
Ind often tymes / ſuche as mooſt vnwozthy be 
Foꝛ in court ſeldom is lawdyd honeſte 
Thus who ot honour / and lawd is couetous 
Vnto hym the court is mooſt contra tyous 
Ind no where he fyndythgreatter veracyon 
Thau folowynge the court ſupnge ambycron 
Foz who wolde aſcende / to honour pꝛyncypall 
Fyndyth in the court / moſt care ⁊ payne of all 
¶ Coꝛidon. 
C we baue ynoughe/ had of comunycacyon 
As touchynge honont / and commendacron 
O woꝛldly pꝛayſynge / foꝛ towmys a hre name 
And mo2e / myght be declated of the (ame 
What leue ſome my mate / foꝛ other on to bꝛall 
It were ouer moche foꝛ vs to talke of all. 
Now talke we of myght oz hye auctozrte 
How men foꝛ the ſame / loue in the court to be 
Spede the / foꝛ clowdys apere on euety ſyde 
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Jfanyſto:me fall/we can nat longer abyde 
( Coꝛnix. 

¶ As towchynge power / myaht oz auctozyte 

Some thynge in the court in fauour great to be 

To be with pꝛyncys ot power excellent 

Some folyscountyth a thynge pzceminent 

O: that mien ſholde hym a kyngys tutour call 

Moche tacomauſide/but nought to do at all 

Bothe peas and batavle / to oꝛ det at his wyll 

Co be of power / bothe to do good and pil 

But many a thouſãde / which haue luche power ſought 

Hath ben dyſceyucdand ſhoꝛtly come to nought 

Is with one Neronamyd Elawdus 
In ſo great fauour was one Seianus 

That whyle this Nero was fat from his empyꝛe 
Setanus rulyd the lame at his deſyꝛe 

So moche that Seian had honour than in dede 

As of all the woꝛlde countyd the ſeconde hede 

That yf this Hero had dyedoꝛ his hours 
This Seian / truly ſholde haue beneniperours 

But by one letter he after takyn wass 
In vtter dyſhonour depoſyd from his plate 

Led foꝛ a ſpectacle ſtreyghtvnto Tyber bancke | 
And there behedyd ſuche was his mede# thanke 

All his pmagys /in his honour erecte 
there with great malyte downe to 5 groũd deiecte 

Chus all his power endyd with care a ſhame 
oho that hath wyldem / wyll note # marke p ſame 

It is no mattet/noꝛ thyngeof certaynte 

_ With myghty pꝛynces of great power to be 

No ſtate is febler moꝛe wa ke mdincertayne 


Than luche as ſemyth great with er” 75 
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He dath ennrous/malygners/and yll wyll 

All out of fauour/adiugeth hym foꝛ vll 
And all the houleholde doth comolyhym hate 

which with the mayſter / is (eruant a nere ma te 
And this in the woꝛlde is ſene mooſt comonly 
That all hre towmes be lubtectto enuy 
Suche of all other / be hatyd and luſpect 
If the oughe offende-it lyghtly is detect 
Ind from all dekente yf thep be clerex quyte 
Than lye they in wayte/ them ſharpinto bacbyre 
Some fo: them ſtudy/frawdys dyſceyt a gyle 

And taleberers walke and greue them other whyle 
And lyke as they iye is greurd with a mote 

Do p2ynces fauour / though it be ntuer ſo hote 
Is lyghtiy greuyd / and that foꝛ (mall offence 1 

Thought it were gottyn/ with plarntull dylygenco 
Indoft1stf loſt foꝛ none offenceatall 

Do moche with p2ynces may tonges fals make fal 
So moche talebetets / by chꝛaftes foꝛge can 
That theemperour-/caliydIdzian 
Slewe his olde frendys/ and hatrd many one 

Bp thele talebeters and falſe detraccyon 
And many pꝛyntes oꝛ this haue done the (ame 

By haſty credence/dyſtraynynge ſoze theyz name 
AndasinCroydon J hard the colxerpzeche | 

That holy ſcriptute doth vs infoutme aud teche 
Howe aud pꝛudent Salomon . 
Commaundyd ta be (ayneof (ach? many one 
Is hath ben with them in greate auctoꝛite 

Ind dayiy ol ſuche / may we example ſe 
By cauſe Iſaate in mat d dxyt and ſtande 
fais Jbymaleche hymdzuue out oł his lande 
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| And Alexander wich his odwin handys dewe - 
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Citron his krende / whirhe he dydafter tewe 
Byt aue he compared vnto this conquerour 

His father Philippus / lawdys and honour 
And ſuche lyke chance / but lately dyd befall 

In the lande of Apuly / to the great Deneſcall 
Whiche was ſo greatly in faugur with the quence 

That none was fo great as he hymſelfe dyd wene 
And thought in fauour to byde mozeſtedfaſtly 

Foz he abuſyd the quene dyſhoneſtly 
But to another / the quene tournyd hyꝛ loue 

And than hym murdꝛed his pꝛeſente to temoue 
And whan ſhe had kounde / the meuys hym to kyll 

Thanhadſhe dyuers louers at hyz wl 

( Coꝛidon 1 
CD curird woman / and dede of truelte 
( Coꝛnix. 

— erik be as bad as ſue 

ome hath by malyte tteyꝛ ſowkynge chyldꝛen ſlapne 
But to my matter wyll I retourneagarne - 
They: frawde and malvce 4 wyll nat nowe declare 

Who with them dealeth / perceyuyth what is care 
But now Coꝛidon / to pꝛxnces to retourne 

Who pleaſyth this day is out agayne the mourne 
Ryght fewe / oꝛ none / oꝛ bya p2)'nccs (yde 
Mhiche doth in fauour contynually abyde 
e hyle one aſcendyth another doth deſcende 
This is the thynge whetto they molt intende 
And whiche in the court / men cbefelygo about 

Themkltfc to bꝛynge in / and rub another out 
And than to clym vp to offyce and renowne 

And wyyie they alcende to thutſt another downe 


Echone de(y2eth his felawe to extell 
There1s none o2der-no moꝛe than is in hell 
No loue /no fauour-/fayth/naz fydelyte 
One bꝛother can nat ſure foz another be 
Che (one foꝛ the kather gathno compaſſ'on 
And lyke pyte / hath the father of his ſone 
Eche man foꝛ hym elfe / and the krende foz all 
Echone defyzeth foꝛ to be pꝛyncypall 
Echone wyll commaunde and haue pzeeminence 
And pt anyone haue place of excellence 
He hath about hym a thouſande tiven ⁊ nyn 
And as many tonges to bꝛynge hym to rupne 
Oneuery ſyde / enuvers hymawayte | 
Deuyſrnge meanys/ to put gym from his ſtate 
A man of power / whiche many men map dear 
Hath euer yll wyll / thus may he many fear 
Dye towꝛes decay byldyd / by flodys ſyde 
Wyhiche doth the wawes contynu ally abyds 
What (ſhall a ſhepherde do in the court to tende 
Whoſe lyfe and ſeruyce on one man doth depende 
Thougix thou in fauour be with a pzynces oꝛ kynge 
pet truſt nat therin-it is vncertayne thynge 
Thou haſt hrmnat dounde / to the w chaynnys ſtronge 
_ - Offeado2 pʒon/to laſt and tatry longe 
But with feble wax / ſuche bande can nat laſt 
han toue werrth colde / tan ſhall 5 tynkes bꝛaſt 
The feruour of w:ath (hall the conſume and melt 
Than ts thy fauour ſkant waztha ſhepys pelt 
( LCoꝛidon. | 
Of ſome haue. herde of men of great honour = 
Hhiche haue in the court/dyDalway in fauour 
T yli trm thevꝛ pꝛyntes departyd from this iyfe 
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And then with the newe had lyke pzerogatyfs 
Thus in the court no thynge ſo varyable 
ag /noz yet lo repzouable 


oꝛnix. 
CIgraunte the Coridon / ſome ſuche haue there bene 
But that is a byꝛde / whiche ſeldom tyme is ſene 
Chat is but foꝛtune / and chaunte nat on to truſt 
But many be thꝛowen / vnwarlyto the duſk 
Some whyle theyꝛ pꝛynces/ſtyll lyupd in renowne 
But whan they departe / all tournyth vplet downe 
Chan yf ſome haue fauour/ with pzynces ſucceſſours 
we ſe them ſeldom ſet tn ſo hye honours 
As with theyꝛ elders-they dyd befoꝛe optarne 
A man ſone fallyth/ and low is vp agayne 
So manyſe we depolyd from degre 
And how moche the moꝛe / they were indygnyte 
So moche moꝛe / aftet be they vyle x abiect | 
Theyz anucyent /name countyd of noneeff-ct 
| 
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Than they perceyue / who was they2 frende ⁊ fo 
Befoꝛe in honour / foꝛſothe they coudenat (0 
To men in power / ſo me often ſtoup and beck | 
tOhtche gladly wolde-/ſe theyꝛ hedys from the neke 
han theyby foꝛtune at on the grounde agayne 
Than langhthey: foes x haue at them dyſdayne 
There frendes dolour and (ozowe is nat (mall 
The vꝛ owne dyſwourſhyp a ſhame is woꝛſt of all 
Fo: after they lyue ſtyll in dolour and dyſtres 
Inſhamerebukes in care and heuines 
This is the comon ende and ſure concluſyon 
Of litche as with pꝛynces ſetue foꝛ pꝛomocron 
Wherfoze J dare tali them foles befoꝛe the 
Whtche ſerue in the court / koꝛ myght oz dygnyte 
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| ¶ Coꝛidon : 
¶ Foꝛſothe mate Coꝛnit J can nat wele deny 
But that ſuche chances doth happyn comonly 
Than better is (mall fyꝛe one taſely td warme 
Than is a great fyꝛe to do one hurt oz hatme 
IJ amalkired/as foꝛ thy ſelfe and me 
We nede not to fere/to fall from out degre 
Beggerp is loweſt / who that can fare with all 
Nedythnat to fere to lower ſtate to fall Na 
But haue done Coznir and tell the wzetchydnes, 
Ok ſuche as in court / ſexue onelyfoz ryches 
Is fo: the other the beſt that we do may 
Is to dyſſet it / vntyll another day 
¶ Wele ſayd Coꝛidon / J am content with that 
But fyꝛſt let me dꝛyncke J (hill the better chat 
This whey is ſowꝛe / but vieeaſ-ththe payne 
Dꝛyncke Coꝛidon and ſtope it vp agayne 
A4 CCoudon, a 
C Now ſayon Coznir-thy talkynge lykythme 
I ſe that councell/ercludyth capuſyte | 
Sane foꝛ thy wyſdom oz this tyme as J wene 
With couttly myſery 4 tangled (Holde haue bene 
But well fare councell whan it is true and good 
I wolde Diele 
oꝛnix. | 
¶ Manyof the court teſoꝛt / dayly douties 
In yongthe to gather / ſome treaſour oꝛ tythes 
Than agaynſt age they may go out agayne 
Andafterwarde lyue / without labour oz parne 
In hope cf this eas and latter lyberte 


Manp in the court byde longe captrurte 


Fndyf font? cottrter-thus to hym ſelfe doth ſay 
Alas (hall Jneuerought foꝛ myſelfe puruey 

Wohan (hall I incourt/ſome lytell banke pzocure 
That from the bagge and ſtaff myn age may beſure 


The fole thynketh/than mooſt ryches foꝛ to haue 
Agaynſt ſuche ea lon whan nereſt is his graue 
than nere is endyd his tourney ot this lyfe 
Than is he foz vitayle mooſt beſy and penſyte 
Our ſaupour ſaythj/ it is as harde doutles 
To one whiche fireth his pleaſour on ryches 
To enter that royalme / whiche is aboue the ſkye 
As analk to enter /thꝛough a nedyls ive 
Jharde our vicay: ſay in lyke manet wyſe 
Onys whan he pꝛechyd agaynſt couetyſe 
Chan it is folygreat ryches topurchace 
And by it to loſſe the hope of heuenly place 
Is nat cryſte able his pooꝛe men to ſuſta pne 
pes and to rydthem out ot all other payne 
The pooze apoltels/be greaternow of fame 
Than tyche Creſus fo2 all his royall name 
whan man hath in god his truſt and confydence 
In all tyme of nede hc fayiythnone expence 
All good men fireth they; truſt in god parde 
He knowetz better / what thynge we nede then we 
Of ſome pooꝛe frecrs is made moꝛe curvoully 
Than is (ome abb-p 02 ryche monaſtery 
The kyꝛſt hath theyz truſt in god out creatt ur 
Che other truſtyth vpon they2 vayne trraſour 
Thus godofthelpyth them that in hym haue truſt 
than kN du 
C 0210011, 
¶ Coꝛuix thy ptouys was nat foz to pzeche 
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But me of the courters mplery to teche 
A gaynſt thyn owne lelfe thou ſpekyſt now parde 
Fo: fpꝛſt thou grutced agaynſt pouerte 
Agayne thou blamyſt plentyof ryches nowe 
But fewe men lyuynge thy ſaynge wyll allows 
Fo: without ryches thou ſayſt openly 
Uertue noꝛ connynge-now be nothynge ſet by 
¶ Coꝛnix. 
C Iwyll nat deny / but it is nede doutles 
Foꝛ all men lruynge foz to haue ſome ryches 
But truſt me Coꝛidon / there is dyucriyte 
Bytwene to haue cyches / and ryches to haue the 
Chan thou haſt ryches / whan thou deſpyſeſt ſtoze 
Beſtoweſt it wele and foꝛſeſt nat therfoze 
But ryches hath the / whan wꝛetchyd couetyſe 
Thy mynde ſubdeweth / to euery yll and vyte 
Ind whan thy deſyꝛe is yet inlaciable 
Thoughe thou haue treaſout/almoſt innumerable 
Suche maner ryches / the col yer tell the can 
Is vyle and odyble bothe vnto god and man 


But nowe to the court foꝛ to retoꝛne agayne 


Some thynke by pzynces great tyches to optayne 
But whrle they couept / in ryched foz to be 

Coꝛidon foꝛſothe/they leſe theyz lyberte 
And ret yt I holde / the veraytroutherpzes 

No mancan ui court fynde iuſt and true ryches 
If thy loꝛd gyue the other gol de oꝛ fe 

Unto his ſeruyte moze axt thou bounde parde 
Saynt Gregoꝛi (aythaffyzmynge the ſame thynge 
In greattyſt gyftys / is greattyſt rekenynge 
But yf thou wylt than foꝛth ok the court depart. 

Whan by thy pꝛynce inryched thus thou art 
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Than ſhall be — GaN Gale (ome. frawd oz trarueg 
Bymeane 1 thou lelyſt all agarne 
J fawt (hall be founde / ſome one (hall the accuſe 
Df thynge wherof thou dyd neuer thyntze noꝛ muſs 
Though thou be gyltles yet ſhall thou becoupet 
Fare well thy good all ſhall be from the lyct 
O ſome backe rekenynge/conſeruynge thyne olffre 
Ok all thy ryches (hall pyll the witha tryce * © - 
Thanart thou clappyd in the flete oz clynke | 
Tha nought muſt thou ſay wha ſo euer thou thinke 
Foꝛ yt thou begyn to murmur oꝛ complayne 
Thy lyfe thou lefeſt than haſt thou harmes twayne 
| CCozidon. | 
C pet were it better fox to contynue ſtyll 
As longe in the coutt / as is the pzynces wyll 


C 
C It thou contynue- thou muſt be dylygent 
And tedy athande-/at cche commaundement 
han he commaundyth / thou muſt be pꝛeſt tofygyt 
To tyde and to go/ by day and eke by nyght 


No dꝛede no daungere / may helpe the noꝛ excuſe 


No payne noz peryll mayſt thou lle noz tefuſe 
Some tyme muſt thou be in ayzecontagrous 
And in thouſandes other of chaunches perylous 
what he commaundyth that nedes do thou mult 
Be it good oz vll / ryghtwys/oꝛ oniuſt 
Laughe whan he laughyth /all yf thyn harte be (ad 
Mepe whan he wepyth / be thou neuer ſo glad 
Lawde what he lawdeth / though it be not lawdable 
Blame what he blameth / though it be cõmendable 
Ind ſhoꝛt iy to ſpeke / thou muſt all thynge fullfyll 
Is is his plea ſout / and nothynge at thy wel 


Coir, | 


: 
. 


But tell me Comr/hathall men the boundage 


None ok thy dopttes / ar at thy lyberte 
Unto thy mayſter / they nedys muſt agre 
what is moꝛe folyſhe/moze founde oz impꝛudent᷑ 
Than to gete ryches / by ſuche extteme tourment 
Foznoughtit is els but plapne a freneſy 
To byde foz ryches / this care and myſery 
It wolde make one clawe / where as it dothe nat itche 
To ſt one lyue poꝛe / by cauſe he wolde dye ryche 
By cauſe one incoutt/hath gotyn good oz twayne 
Shol de all men ſuppoſe / the fame there to optaynt 
And in hope therotk / to lole theyꝛ lybette 
But ſekynge tyches / ſuche kyndeth pouerte 
Foz many in court / whyle they abyde ryches 
Spende all theyꝛ treaſour-#1yne in wzedchydnes 
Dachau my wagys-ſhall paſe men heryrag 
ar my (hall paſſe myn e 
But whyle he ſpendeth/tyll Ckant remayne a grote 
Home he retouruyth / ye witha thꝛede bare cott 
His hoꝛſe is ſo fat that plarne he is nat ablt 
To get his body / noz head out of the ſtable 
His ſwerde x buclet/ is pleggyd at the bear 
And to go lyghter / ſo is his other gear 
The ryder waltzyth / now with his bowe and arows 
With a fayze excuſe /in hedgys to kyll (parows 
Andoft retournynge/he ſayd but all tolate 
A diewe all couttynge / in the deuyllys date 
' CCozidon. 
CAL 132 this paſſyth/nowe by the rode of ſome 
Better were foꝛ (tiche/foz to hade byd at home 


Ind payne of the court / ko no moꝛe auauntage 
(Coꝛntr. 
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Ces ſomtyme ryches is grun by ſome chaunce 
| To ſuche as of good haue greattyſt aboundaunce 
1 yke wyle as ſtremys / vnto the ſce doth glyde | 
But on bare hyllys/no watter wyll abyde | 
So pf a poze man ſerue inthe court longe whyle | 
Foꝛtune ſhall neuer ſo frendly on hym (mple | 
| But that aryche man in rovome oꝛ hre dygnyte 
+ ' Foz a lytell ſerupce/hath moꝛe tewarde than he 
2s kon the ſeruyce-none in the court (hall pounder 
Thep note the perione / ſtyll is the poꝛe kept vnder 
Foꝛ a lytell man / mete is a (mall hakney 
Do ſmalleſt perſones hath ſmall tewarde away 
But men of wourſhyp / ſet in auctozyte 
| Muſt haue rewardes great after theyꝛ degre 
And Coꝛidon pꝛyntes/gyue nought I tell the playne 
But whanthattheyluſt-reuoke agayne 
And du lache thrnges / whiche pzyntes to the grue | 
To the de as ſüte / as watter in a ſrue 
Chou mayſt nat of them / make clienacyon 
No the (ame carte / vntyll another nacyon 
Thou mayſt nat dyſpole them after thyn intente + bl 
Bat lxde as thy pꝛynce / is pleafythandcontent | 
Than ſuche vayne ryches can be thyne by no (kyll | 
SDyth thou haſte nomyght to ſpende the at thy wyll 
Pe and moze ouer thou haſt no faculte 
The ſame to bequeti / at wyll whan thou muſt dre 
It thou want yſſue/ no man Hall be thyne heyze 
Saue onely the pꝛynte thus doth the wozlde fayꝛe 
'If thou haue yſſne/fuccede ſhall they nat the 
Except with thy pꝛynte they wyll in ſetuyce be 
How many hath be ſlayne /me nydyth nat expꝛe 
Df luche as them erſt / auancyd to cyches 
So pzynces ar wont / with ryches ſome to feds 
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Js we do dur ſwyne / whan we of latde haue nede 


"Is we fede out hogges/them after to deuour 

* whan they be fattyd by coſtys and labour 

7% In lyke wyſe pzynces/pzomotyth many one wy, 
5 | And whan thy be ryche-they gnaw them to the bone 
J | 1 rkeas L and Seneca doutles 


Which as (ayth todꝛus were layne foꝛ they; ryches 
So wꝛyteth Pius / whom ſome Eneas call 
J clawſe 2 famous Juuenatl 
021don. | 
C The moꝛe of the courte that thou dooſt count x tell 
The leſſe me lykyth / with it to deall oz meil 


(Contr, 
¶ what byde Coꝛidon / yet haſt thou nat herde all 
The court is in erth/ an mage infernall 
Without fayꝛe paynted / within owgly and brie 
This knowe they ſurely which there hath be whyle 
But of out purpos nowe f oꝛ tolpeke agaynne 
Fewe p2ynces gyue that / which to theſelfe attayne 
T ruſt me Coꝛidon / I tell the by my ſowle 
They tobbe ſaint Peter therw to clothe ſalt powle 
And lytze as dayly we bothe may le x here 
Some pyll the churche / therwith to lead the quene 
N hyle men pꝛomotyd by ſuche rapynear glad 
The wꝛetches pylled mowꝛne and be wo and ſad 
Ind many heyꝛes lyue gyltles in dyſttes 
Wohle onweꝛthy / hath honour and tyches 
But luche vyle gyftes may uat betrue pla ynly 
Jo: ret poſſeſſyd by lawe ryghtwyſly 
Ind lyth fewe rowmys of lozdly dyguypte 
Be wone oꝛ holden with ane iy ehuthe % 
Say what thynge haue they to grue by date x tygbt 
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Syth they: chefe treſout is won by w26gfulmyght 
Hohen ſe come they: tewels theyꝛ coyne t cloth of pꝛyce 
Saue moſte by rapyne and ſellynge of tuſtyce 
Els of ſaynt Peters /o cryſtcs patrymony 
Nowe fewe be founders / but confounders be many 
Theſe be no gyftes / true honeſt noꝛ laudable 
Neyther to the ayuer-noz taker pꝛofytable 
Theſe men call gyftes/of none vtilyte 
Whiche thus pꝛocedyth ol fals inequyte 
Chan leue we this vyce / whyle all good men it hate 
Fo: couetous with coyne be neuer ſacyate 
J harde (yz Dampſon ſax / but this other day 
That Jerome x Seneke / doth both this ſentẽte (ay 
Chat couetous wꝛetches / nat only want that thynge 
Whiche thy ueuer had in tytle noꝛ kepynge 
But that whiche they haue alſo/ they want ⁊ fayle 
Syth they it hauynge of it haue none auayle 
And as I temember / olde Codꝛus ſayd al ſo 
That gol de nought helpyth whan we muſt hence go 
Skant haue we plea ſour / ot it whyle we here tary 
And none can his ſtoꝛe / noꝛ gloꝛy wyth hym cary 
Thus ought we to lyue as hauynge all in ſtoꝛe | 
But nought poſſe Mnge oꝛ carynge nought therfo:e 
what ſholde chꝛyſten men / ſeke kerther koꝛ ryches 
Hauynge fode and clothe / it is ynought doutles 
Ind theſe may our loꝛde gyue vnto vs truly- 
Without pꝛyncys ſetuice/oꝛ courtly myſery 
Thus fynde we in court playne no ryches at all 
Oꝛ ellys kynde we ſuche / with care contynuall 
That it were better / no ryches to haue founde 


Than foz falſe cteaſour / in thʒaldom to be bounds 
( Coꝛidon. 
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Coke vp mate Coꝛnix / beholde in to the weſt 
Tyheſe wyndy clowdys / vs thꝛetnyth ſome tempeſſ 
My clothes be thyn / my ſhepe be ſhoꝛne newe 
Suche ſtoꝛme myght fall /ÿ both myght aſter rewe 
D2yue we out flockes vnto out poze cotage 

To moꝛowe of court we map haue moze langage 
This day halt thou tolde/and pꝛourdopenly 

That all ſuche courters / doth lyue in myſety 
Whiche ſetue in the court / foꝛ honour la wde oz fame 

And oꝛ power / thou pꝛouyd haſt this lame 

And that all they lyue / depeſt in dyſtres 

Which ſerue there / to wyn vayne treaſour oz ryches 
As fo2 the other two / and yf ought moze remayne 
Thou _ ene we tourne agayus 

oꝛnix. 

C Igraunt Coꝛidon / take vp thy bottell ſone 

Les is the butthen / now that the dzynke is done 
Lo here is a ſpoꝛte / out bottell is contary 
Toa Codes vtter/and J Mall tell the why 


witha full vtther retournyth home the cowe 


So doth nat the bottell / as it aperythnowe 

Coꝛidon we muſt haſte / in our tourney make 

W WER ouertake 
inis. 


4 
| ¶ Thus endeth the fyꝛſt Egloge of 
1 the myleryes of the Courters 
| comppled and dꝛawen by , 
Alexander Barclay, 


——————— 
0 ESO E 
4 FP. X 


— N 


rybegynneth the ſetonde egloge 
Cier the myſerpes of coutterg. 


tt 0 Coznic-why tarped thay lol5ge 
This ts p .itij day ſome thige is w the w2oge 
Els ſome pturbance of ide belynes 
ang ame) neck 


¶ Codꝛus / the rycheſt ſhepherde of our colte 
nohiche of his wethers is wont hymſelte to boſte 
Untoa banket frendly inuitvd me 
. The(amcDapyafter I dyd departe fro the 
Whyle J hym heipythhis geſtis fox to chere 
Thathath * — lately to be here 
| II + N 
uo ho fatly fatyth with coſtly nrat and dꝛynke 
Fo: warke behofull doth lytyll care oz thynke 
than full is the wombe the bonys wol de haue reſt 
ye on ſuche lurfapt/fapze temperaunce is belt 
My wyuys gray hen one egge layd euery day 
My wyfe fed hyz wele / to cauſe hyꝛ two to lay 
But whan ſhe was fat than laye ſhe none at all | 
I trowe that lxke chaunce / be vnto the befall 
Foꝛ now of thy flocke thou haſt no mynde noz care 
Dith tyme thy wyttys were dullyd with fat fare 


Coznir. 
¶ Nat ſo Coꝛi 


— whan J ſowpe oi 
I oft go to bed / with faynt aud hungry wombe 
Chan lye Y ſlombꝛynge to wyn in ſleap I thynke 
That (ame which loſte foz lacke of meat#d2ynke 


But whan Aamted than llepe A edfaſtly als 


Andakter Nog? reſt / than woꝛke J luſtely 
0 


n. 
A bpꝛde wele ingoꝛged / kepys wele hyz neſt 
I full bely aſayth /a bed full of reſt 
L Coꝛnir. 
CThatis whan dyet / ertedyth tempoꝛaunce 
Than folowyth llouth and all myſgouernatice 
As bꝛawlynge bablynge /dyſcozde and lechery 
Blaſphemynge lyenge / crakynge and periuty 
But as towchynge me bycaule J want at home 
wohan A am abꝛode J furnyſſhe wele my wombe 
pet moꝛe J take nat than nature may ſuſtayne 
And than ſoꝛe woꝛke J it to dyſgeſt agayne 
Do dyd I 


don. 
¶ Iwyſt wele one thynge made ÿ to come ſo late 
lyſt no longer to comon ok exceſi 

But tell me Coꝛnix / what was thy beſynes 
: ¶ Coꝛnix. 
¶ Theryuer began / the bankes to ouer flowe 

At dyuers partes where as the grounde was lowe 
Fo: myghtof water wyll nat our layſete byde 

We fayne were our ſhephe/fo the tyme to ſet aſyde 
And bothe dayand nyght to put to our dylygence 

Foꝛ to ouetcome / the flodes violence 
Streng thynge our bankes and heythynge tht agayne 

thiche were abated / with flodeSoz great rayne 

| | CConidon. 
C The erth in this poynt is lykemanersofmen 
From hre ground / water / dyſcendyth to the ſen 
The hye mountaynnys-of watet them dyſcharge 
And lade the rrucrs with flodes great z large 


| 


Igayne the ryuers-dylchargyth them lyke wyle 
And chargyth the (ce- ſo mennys comon gyſe 
Is alway to lay the burthen oz the ſack „ 
nohiche 15 — greuyth vpon ſome other back 
oznirx. 
¶ Ao thynge is truer / than is this of the ſayd 
It is a true pzouerbe and pꝛetely conucyd 
¶ Coꝛidon. 
¶ But now thou art come J p2ay the hartely 
Begyn where thou left ot courters myſery 
The hcuynis clere the cowdes clene away 
Whiche is a tokyn of cawm and pleaſant day 
The poyntyd burdys with pleaſant tunes ſynge 
The dewy flowzes fccſſhly doth imyle and ſpꝛynge 
All thyngeretoyſyth eche thynge dothnaturc kepe 
Than were it great (ſhame to vs to lnozt a llepe 
By merytaykynge-longe ſeaſon ſemyth ſhoꝛte 
In krendly ſpece-1s ſolace # confozt 
( Coꝛnix. 
¶ Is Jremember we ſpake laſt of ryches 
Now talke we of luſt oz voluptuoſnes 
Fo: lothe ſome wꝛetches of maners vyle and tude 
Haue countyd in inſt mooſt hye beatituds 
Jud namely the ſect whiche folowe epycure 
Whiche ſhameful l ſect doth to this dayindure 
udhome the philoſophers # clerkes nowe a days 
Delpyie with woꝛdys / yet folowe they his ways 
Foꝛ what is that clerke oz pꝛelate in honout 
Whiche clene dylpyiyth all tempoꝛall plcaſoug 
And therfoꝛe ꝑchaunte yt any ſuche there be 
Delpyſynge to loke on fay2nes oz beawte 


Deprynge odours oz ſapout dylxcate 
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Ind picafant towchynge-defpyſynge inlyke tate 
Some call the happy whichecan ſuche thynge erclude 
Burt no men count them ok maners dull x rude 
Foꝛ ti. dyuers wayes / doth mannysIyfecontayne 
The one of bertue /of dylygence and payne 
Che other of luſt / of pleaſour myꝛth and reſt 
The fyꝛſt deſpyfynge men count Þ ſeconde belt 
They way of vertue is roughe and deſolate 
with wede # thoꝛnys ſhyt foꝛ all men it hate 
ewe it frequentyth oꝛ folowe in regarde 
Coz the fyꝛſt entre to them apetyth harde 
The wap of pleaſour / is playne x cuydent 
Andgreatiy woꝛne / foꝛ manpit frequent 
Che harde wayof bertue / at ende hathqupetnes 
TChey playne wayo*f pleſout hath datiger a diſttes 
pet were one hantyth the paſſage of bettue 
Foz that = — _ theyz luſtys doth inſue 
Coꝛidon. 
¶ Theſe matters be hye and ſemythme dyſfule 
Dꝛawe * purpoſe tauſe me no longer muſe 
oꝛnix. 
¶ Though I nom be pooꝛe # here no thynge iet by 
net haue Jo: this ſene forme philoſophy 
But the lacke of vie hurtyth al (cyence 
And wzetchydthzaldom is enmy to pzudene 
hat tyme the perſone is cuntyd as abiecte 
Than langout makyth the wyt of (mall effect 
A famous doctout ts blyndvd amonge foles 
One iy his valour is clereſt in the ſtoles 
A p2ccyous ſtone well cowchyd in pure golde | 
Is bꝛyght and comely/t goodly to beholde 
Chꝛowe it iu the myꝛe than is the beawte gone *|1 


Indhyd foz the tyme / bothe ofthe goldes ſtone 
Foz lackeof vſynge a ſwerde erſt gla(yd bzyght 
Dith tuſt is etyn / made fowle x blacke to ſyght 
Nyght lo my reaſon ſomtyme freſlhe to deuyſe 
Is now made tuſty/ foz lacke of erercyſe 

\  CCozidon, 

¶ Sy this dyſputynge thou mayſt ſcoure of the ruft 

- Retourne "—_ — ſpeke of pleaſour x of luſt 
oꝛnir. 

¶ Many blynde wꝛetches / byde in the court labour 

; There wenynge to wyn / theyꝛ luſtys #pleaſour 

But it is a wonder + matter chefeof all 

To ſpeke of theyꝛ foly x appetyte rurall 
But fyꝛſt let vs talke what pleaſout is there ene 
Whiche p v. wyttys begynnynge at the iyen 

A Coꝛidon. | 
¶ That is trouth Coꝛnix tyght many thyngys be 
thiche men haue pleaſour and great delyte to le 
And thele in 4 — mooſt in habundance 
oꝛnix. 
May there hath the lyght / no maner ol plcaſance 
And that ſhall I pꝛoue longe tyme oꝛ it be nyght 
Dome men delxtyth beholdynge men to fyght 
Oz goodly knyghtes / in pleaſant apparayle 

Oꝛ ſturdy ſowdiours in bꝛyght harnes v malt 
Oz an atm redyarayed tothe war 

Oꝛ to ſe them fyght fo that he ſtande a far 
Some glad is to ſe theſe ladyes beauteous 

Goodly apoyntyd in clothynge ſiunptuons 
I nomber of peopyll apoyntyd in lyke wyſle 

In coſtlyclothynge after the neweſt 


Spoztys/dyſgylynge kayz courſersmodt ; pzaunce 
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O2goodlyladyes/#knyghtes ſynge # daunce 
Co ſe fayzc houſes andcuryous picture 
Oz pleaſant hangynge / oꝛ (umptuous veſture 
Ol (ylke of purpure-02 golde mooſt oꝛyent 
Andother clothynge dyuers and excellent 
Dye cutvous byldynge and palacys royall 
Oꝛ chapels temples fayzex(ubſtancyall 
Images grauen oꝛ vaultes curyous 
Gardyns and medows oz place dylycyous 
Foꝛeſtes packes / well furnyſſhed with dere 
Colde pleaſant ſtreamys oz wellys fayze and clere 
Curyous cõductys/oꝛ wey mountayns 
Swete pleaſant valleys / lawndys othec playns 
Houndes ⁊ ſuche other thynges manyfolde 
Some men take pleafour and ſolace to behol de 
But all theſe pleaſours be moche moꝛe iocounde 
To pꝛyuate perſonps / whiche nat to coutt be boũde 
Than to ſuche other whiche of neceſſyte 
OL bounde to the coutt / as in captyuyte 
Fo: they whiche be bounde to pzynces without fayle 
Phan they muſt nedys be pꝛeſent in batayle 
There ſhall they nat be/at latge to ſe the ſyght 
But as ſowdyours / in myddes of the fyght 
To rone here and there / ſomtyme his fo to ſmyte 
And oft tymes wounded / herin is (mall delyte 
And moe muſt he thrnke / his body to defende 
Than foꝛ any pleaſout / about hrm to intende 
Indokft is he faynt and betyn to the grounde . 
I trowe in ſuche ſyght / ſmal pleaſout may be foũde 
As fo: fayʒe ladyes/clothed in ſylke and golde 
In court at thy pleaſout thou canſt nat beholde 


At thy pꝛrncys pleaſout / thou ſhalt them onely ſe 


Arn 


Than ſuche ſhalt thou ſe whiche lytell ſet by the 
Whole (hape and beautye / may ſo enflambe thyn hatt 
That thought ⁊ langout may cauſe 5ᷣ foꝛ to ſmart 
Fo: a (mall parcle-may kendle loue certazne 
But (cantly Seuecne / may quenche it clene agayne 
And beautly blyndeth andcauſythman to ſet 
Dis hart on pthynge-whiche he ſhall neuer get 
Co le men clothed in ſylkes pleaſantly 
It is ſmall pleaſout and okt cauſyth enuy 
whyle thy lene Ja de / halteth be thy ſyde 
To ſe another / vpon a courſer ryde 


Choughe he be neyther gentyiman noꝛ knyght 


Nothynge is thy koꝛtune / thy hart can nat be lyght 
Is thouchynge ſpoꝛtys x gamys of pleaſante 
To ſynge to reuell and other dalpaunte 
Who that wyll truly / vpon his loꝛde attende 
Unto ſuche plea ſouts he ſeldom may entende 
Palaycys pyctures/and temples ſumptuous 
Ind other byldynge- bothe gay and curious 
Theſe may marchauntys moꝛe at they: pleaſour ſe 
Than ſuche as in court be bounde alway to be 
Srthkynges / foꝛ mult part pas nat theyꝛ regrons 
Thou ſeeſt now Tytees/of foꝛeyn nacyons 
Suche out warde pleaſours / may the peopyll ſe 
So map nat courters/foꝛ lacke of lybette 
Is fo: theſe pleaſours-of thynges varyable 
Whiche in the fyldes aperyth delectable 


But ſeldom ſeaſon mayſt thou obtavne teſpyte 


The lame to beholde with plealour and delyte 
Some tyme the courter remayneth halfe the yere 

Tloſk within wallys moche lyzke a pꝛy ſoner 
To make cicapys/lome ſeldom tyme arwount 
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Chou ſhall E manybefoze oz thou depart 


Daue whi theyz pꝛynces hath plea ſolit foz to hũt 


Oꝛ eis other wyle them ſelle to recreate 


And than this picaſour (hall theynatloue but hate 
Foz than(hal they fozthmooſt namely to the payne 
— Uhanthey in myndes wolde at home tema ne 
Other in the kroſt / hayle oz el nowe 
DO whã iome tempeſt oz inyghty wynd doth blowe 
Oꝛ els in great heat and feruout excyſſytt 
Brnt cloſk in houſes the mooſt part waſt theyz iyfe 
Ok colour kaded /a cloked nere with duſt 
This is of courters the toy and all the luſt 

¶ Coꝛidon. 


( bat yetmay they ſpage a with fap2e ladyes daiice 


— 5 lawghe / here in is ſome plealance 
oꝛnix. 
C Naynay Coꝛidon / that plea ſourys but imall 
Some ⁊ contemt / what man wyllpleaſour call 
Fo ſome in the daunſe / hyꝛ pyncheth by the hande 
nohiche gladly wolde ſe hym ſtretchyd in a bande 
Some galand ſekyth / hyꝛ fauour to purchace 
nohiche playne abhozryth foz tobeholde his face 
And ſtyll in dauncynge / mooſt parte tnclynyth (he 
Co one moche vyler andmoze abiect than he 
No dapouerpaſſoth but that in coutt men fynde 
A thouſand thynges / to ver and greue theyz mynde 
Alway thy foes-0z pzelent in thy (yght 
And often io great is theyz degreand 
That nedys mult thou ys phade which dyd p harme 
Thoughe thou wolde ſe it cut gladly frothe awe 
And brefely to lpeke yf thou to court relozt 
pf thou ie one thpngeof pleaſour oz confozt 


To thy dylpleaſour# penſyſnes of hert 
So kyndyth thy (yght/theremoze of bytternes 
And ol wr oo pleaiout and gla dnes 
¶ Coꝛidon. 

CIs towehynge the ſyght now ie I clere and playne 
Chat men in the court (hail fynde but cate x payne 
But yet ine thynketh as dayly doth apere 
That men in the court may pleaſant thyngys here 
And by ſuche meanys haue delectacyon 
wWhyle they here tydynges a commun pcacyon 
And all the chaunches and euer y newelte 
As well of our Cooſt / as fat beronde the ſee 
There men may here ſoine that comon ot wyſdom 

fot of men wyſeſt / within the court be ſome 
There be cecountyd-/andof men lernyd tol de 
Famous cronycles of actys great and olde 


other pꝛynces/ than 

To ſtyꝛe they: lozdes/ uche lyupnge to enſute 
And whyie theytommende / pꝛyntes vnwozthely 

To de warne them ſecretly 
Al this may couttets / in court oft tymes here 

Andalſo ſonges of tymes ſwete and clere 
The byrde of Coznewayle-the Crayne and the kyte 

And mo other iyke to here it is delyte 
warbiynge of they; tunys/at picaſour and at wyll 

Though ſome be beſy whiche haue but lytell ſapil 
There men map here / moche other melody 
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Is this nat pleaſour-me thmnkenomy2this ſcant 
Where noretoyſpnge-of mynſttelly doth want 
The baggepype/oꝛ fydell to vs is delectable 

Than is there iolace moꝛe greatiy commendable 

( Coꝛnirx. 
¶ Thou art dyſtevuyd / and ſo be many mo 

hiche foꝛ ſuche pleaſout / vnto the court wyll go 
But koꝛ theſe alio / I muſt fynde remedy | 

Whiche ſue to the court foꝛ luſt of melody 
Cheybe madde folys / whiche to teioyſe theyz erys 

Wyll lyue in court moꝛe dꝛedfull then with bearys 
In ſtede of pleaſour / ſuche fynde but heuynes 

They here ſmall good / but moche vnhapynes 
Is towchynge tydynges / which thou doſt fy2(t abiect 

There moche thynges is tolde / fals a of none effect 
Ind moꝛe dyſpleaſout (hall wyſmen in them fynde 
Than iovoꝛ pleaſour to confoꝛt of theyz mynde 

CTheſe be tydynges / in court mooſt comoniy 

Oꝛ Cytecs tat yn/ war / ftawde / tytanny 
Good men ſubdued / oꝛ cls by malyce ſlayne 

Ind bad in they: ſtede / haue vyctoꝛy and reyne 
Of ſpoylynge murder / oppꝛeſſyon and rapyne 

How lawe and inſtyte / ſoꝛe fallyth to tuyne 
A monge the courters (uche neweltyes be tolde - 

And inmean ſeaſon/they lawgh bothe yonge #olde 
Whyle one retountyd / ſome dede abhomynable 
Buche other wꝛetches / tepute it commendable 
But men of wyſdom / well lernyd in ſcripture 

i=hiche talke of manets / oꝛ ſecrete of nature 
Oꝛ of hyſtoꝛpes / theyꝛ dyſputacyon 

Is ſwetely (aw(yth/ withadulacyon 
They cloke the trouth / theyz pꝛynces to content 


To purchace fauout ⁊ mynde beneuolent 
In ſomtyme poetes oꝛ oꝛatourts oꝛnate 
Make oꝛvions / be foꝛe ſome great eſtate 
It is nat ſo ſwete / to hete them talkynge there 
H ohere as theyꝛ myndes / be trowblyd oft with fear 
Is in the ſcoles / where they at iyberte 
Without all flaterynge / may talke playne veryte 
Foz truly in courtes /all communycacyon 
Muſt nedes haue ſpyce ot adulacyon 
Suche as be gylty / anone be mad and w2oth 
Ik one be ſo bolde-playnly to ſay the trouth 
Thertoꝛe vll lyuets/otty mes lawdyd be 
And men dyſpꝛayſed whiche loue honeſte 
Ind true hyſtoꝛyes of actes anucyent 
Be fally tourned / ſome pꝛynces to content 
Andnamely whan luche hyſtoꝛres teſtyfy 
Blame oꝛ dyiwourſhyp/towchyng his pꝛogeny 
Than newe hyſtoꝛyes be faynedof the olde 
With flatcry paynted / with lyes many folde 
Than (ome good (coler/ without pꝛomocron 
Deryuge ſuche / gloſyd communycacron 
Date nat be ſo dolde / uche lyenge to gaynſay 
But laughe in his mynde yet at the fole he map 
Ind alĩo in court / Actours nat verytable 
And leſt of valout are counted mooſt lau dable 
But L iuius / Saluſt ⁊ quintus curcius 
Juſtinian / Dlutatche / and S uetomus 
| With inche noble auctours / and manyotherms 
In this tynic courters wyll haue nothynge to do 
i C Co21don. 


| CCoznix/ where halt thou theſe ſtrangenamys ſought 
( Coꝛnix + 
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¶ J ought nat in youth the wozlde all foz nougde 
Mynſtrels and lyngers be in the court lyke wyie 
Andthatof the beſt / and of thefrenche gy@& 
Suche men with pꝛyntys / be (ene moze acceptable 
Chan men of wyſdomandclerkes venerable 
Fo: Phyloſofers / Poetes and Oꝛatouts 
Be ſel dom in court / had in ſo great honours 
tha thou fayne wol de hete / uche folkes playoꝛ (ynge 
Nothynge (hall be done /ol them at thy lykynge 
But whan it plealyth thy pzynces them to call 
They? ſounde aſcendyth/tochamber and to hall 
ndhan thou woldeſt leape oꝛ do ſoine beſynes 
Than istheyz muſyke tothe vnqupetnes 
pet byde theyz clamour and ſounde thou nedes muſt 
To thy great trouble and no pleaſour oz luſt 
This is of (yngers the veray p2operte 
Al way the couyte deſyꝛed foꝛ to be 
And whan thevz frendes wolde here of theyz 
Than artheyneuer dyſpoſed foz toſynge 
But p; they begyn dofnoman 
Than (hewe they all and moze than they can 


Ind neuer leue thy tyll men of be wery 
Do in they2 conceyt/theyꝛ they (et by 
And thus whan a man wol de gladiyeſt them here 


Chan haue they dyſdayne / in pꝛeſente to apete 
And than whana man wol de take his eas and reſt 

Than none can voyd them they be in place ſo pꝛeſt 
vet nedys muſt thou exchewe lea lon pzyncypall 

Rewarde iuche people /els att thou nough at all 
Lo: theyꝛ dyſplealoute to the and paynes harde 

Lo ſuche is ᷣ court / thou muſt gyue them rewarde 
Belyde this / in court men here (kaut other thynge 


Sauer chydynge-bzawl 
e —ĩ 
goddys holy name 
Deuyſynge othis with pleaſour for the nonvs 
And often they ſpeketogyder all at onys 
So manyclamours vt they at euery tyde 
That ſcant mayſt thou here thy felowe be the (yde 
They boſte they ſynnes / as paſt the fear of ſhame 
Detractynge other men fawty in the (ame 
One laudeth bis londe where he was bꝛed a bozne 
At others contray hauynge dyſdayne and ſcoꝛnt 
On eche lyde ſoundyth foule ſpeche of rybawdzy 
Uauntynge and boſtynge of ſynne and velanp 
greet — ons reuerence 
in woꝛdes in crete oꝛ pzeſence 
Jruſtycybawdmoze vylerchana ſowe 
Hath in the court moze audyence than thou 
Some booke / ſome bꝛawle / ſome ſlandet ⁊ bacbyte 
To here ſuche mane ts can be but ſmall delyte 
Except a wꝛetche wyll confourmehym to that ſoꝛte 
Than in ſuche herynge his bi yndnes hath confoꝛte 
Cheſe ſca bbed ſcol yons may do and (ay the yꝛ wyll 
han men of wourlhypfoz very are ſtyll 
Who that hath wyſdom wolde rather defe to be 
Than daylyto here luche vyle enoꝛmyte 
CCoudon. | 
C ie u herynge men in the court haue no toye 
pct is it pleaſout to handle and to toy 
With Galatea L icoꝛis oz phyllys = 
Ntera / alkyn oz luſty Teſtilis 
And other damps / pf coyne be in the poboche 
Men may haueplealour them foz to fele # towoche 


yng/bannynge z curſhnge 


1 


. 


In courthath venus hyꝛ power pꝛyncypall 


Foz wymen vſythto loue them mooſt of all 
w hiche boldly boſteth / oꝛ that can ſynge and get 
ud hiche ar well decked with large bulſhcs (et 
Whiche hath the mayſtty / oft tyme in tournament 
Oꝛ that can gambawd / oꝛ daunte feat and gent 
Dꝛ that can alway be mery withouth care 
With ſuche can wymen / mooſt chefely deall x fart 
So may thele courters in court lome picaſour wyn 
Onely intowchynge / and felynge they: (oft ſayn 
CCorntr. 5 
¶ Thou arte abuſyd / foꝛſothe it is nat ſo 
L ouers in court hane mooſt of cate and wo 
Some wy men loue them / inflamyd be vyle luſt 
But yet veray fewe / dare them byleue oz truſt 
Foꝛ well knowe wymen / that courters chat and bable 
They boſt theyꝛ iynnes / and euer be vnſtable 
After they2 plealour/than to the olde adiwe 
Than be they beſy / to puruep foꝛ a newe 
Tins knowe all wymen / Some byerperyence | 
Do fewe tocourters / grue truſt 02 confy dence 
Orcept it be ſuche / as foꝛlyth nat hyꝛ name 
On paſſed all feat / rebuke / oꝛ woꝛldlyſhame 
Than ſuche a bꝛouthell / hyꝛ kepyth nat to one 
Foꝛ manycourters/cnſucth her alone 
Ind none ſhalt thou loue/ of this vyle ſoꝛte parde 
But that ſhe lou th another moꝛe then the 
Ind than as often / as partynge feiowes mete 


They chyde and bꝛawle though it be in the ſu tete 
Hateted and ſtryfe / and fyghtynge comethaftcr 
ffuſyon of blode / and oftent me manſlaughter 


Thou canſt no woman / kepe treyght andn;'gardly 


To whom many one dothe pꝛomes largely 
Another ſhall come-moze freſſhe and gayly decte 
Than hath he fauout / andthou att clene abiecte 
han thou haſte waſted thy money / name and ſede 
Than ſhalt h haue nought ſaue a mok fox thy mcde 
Thou art the nynthe / wenynge to be alone 
Foz none of this ſoꝛte/tan be content with one 
pet ſhall ſhe fayne hy2 chaſt as penolope 
Though lhe loue twenty as well as ſhe dothe the 
Ind eche foꝛ his tyme (hall haue a mety loke | 
Se lyghyth as ſhe great ſoꝛowe for them toke 
with fayned teares-ſhe moyſteth oft thy lap 
Tyll tyme that thy purſe be taken in a trap 
And yf ſhe perceyue that all thy coyn is gone 
| Than daunte at the doꝛe / adieu gentril Johii 
Andokt whan thou gooſt to vyſyte thy lemm̃an 
With hy: (halt thou fynde / ſome other Joly man 
Than (hall ſhe make the foꝛ to beleue none other 
But he is her fader / het vncle oꝛ her bzother 
But playnly to ſpeke/ he bꝛother is tho the 
If kynred may tyſe / ol ſuche iniquite | 
Igayne to hyꝛ howie/pt᷑ that thou after rome 
Than ſhalt thou fynde-thatſhe is nat at home 
But gone to ſome other / whiche foꝛ rebuke and ſhame 
Durſt nat come to hyꝛ/ foꝛ hurtynge of his name 
|  CCozidon, 
¶ Here is a tuell / this dothercedemymynde _ | 
who wolde thynke this gyle / to be in womankynde 
But yet man parde / ſome de as good within 
ö As they be outwarde in beauty of the (kyn 
| Ol this curd ſoꝛte / they can nat be echone 


Dome be whiche kepe them to one louer alone 


As penolope/ was to hyꝛ Ulites 
Thynke on what Codzus-recountyd of lucres 

Though ſhe nat wyllynge was falſly violat 
With he owne handes pꝛoc uted ſhe hyz fatc 

(Cozmr, | 

C It were a great wounder amonge the wymen all 
If none were parties-of luſt venerall 

I graunte ſome chaſt / what trme they can nat chuſe 
As whan all men theyꝛ company tefuſe 

Ox whan (he knowyth / hyꝛ vyce ſhol de de detect 
Than of myſlyuynge / auoydyth (he the lect 

Ind though in woꝛlde / ſome womt mayſt thou kynde 
Whiche chaſtely lyue / ol the yz owne pꝛopet k ynde 

Oꝛ that can kepe hyꝛ ſelfe onel to one 

yet is with ſuche-of pleaſour (mall oz none 

To hyꝛ at pleaſour thou canſt nat reſozte 
In pleaſour ſtollyn / but (mall is the confozte 

Neyther mayſt thou longe with ſuche one temayne 
And in ſhoꝛte pleaſour departpnge in great payne 

Co hyꝛ mayſt thou come but only now and than 

Byſteltha ſtertys / as p2yuey as thou can 

Co lone and thylozde mayſt thou nat ſerue togyder 

Il ſo thy wyt is dyſtract thou wot nat whether 

loꝛde doth chalange to hym thy hole ſetuyte 

And the ſame doth loue chalange in lyke wyſe 

Nat onely it is harde in the court to aue 
Thy lemmad chaſt / with hy; plea but to haut 

But alſo/ it is extreme dyſfyculte 
Thynowne wyfe in court to kepe inchaſtyts 

Foz fla e wowers/on euery ſyde apere 

And luſty galandes of fayze dyſſymulyd chere 

Some pꝛomes gold and gyftes great oz (mall 


Some haſty galand is yet befoꝛe them all 
So many wowers/ bawdrs and bꝛokers 


Flatteters lyers and haſty pzoferes 
Be alway in court / that chalt penolope 
Cou de ſk int amonge them pꝛeſerue her chaſtyte 
So great temptacyon/no woman may reſjſte 
In heuenly power-/hy: myght do nat aſſyſte 
Fo: craft andcoyne/flatery and inſtaunce 
Tourneth chaſte myndes / to vyle niyſgoucrnaunce 
Though ſhe be honeſt / yet muſt thou leue thy loue 
Syth pꝛynces couttes/contynually temoue 
Then Whether (he be thy wyfe oz concubyne 
Her care anddolour is great / and ſo is thyne 
Fo: neyther mayſt thou/ ther ſtyll with hyz abyde 
No lede her with the / oꝛ kepe het be thy y de 
han thon art gone / pt (he behynde remayne 
Than fear the trowblyth / with tourmẽt w payne 
Bytaule that the mynde / ol women is onſtable 
Alway thou doubteſt / leſt ſhe be chauugeable 
And J aſlute the-yf man be out of (yght 
The mynde of woman / to tetourne is very lyght 
Onps out of ſyght / and ſhoꝛtly out of mynde 
This is theyz maner-apere the neuer lo kynde 
Adde to all theſe / ſcoꝛne and deryſyon 
Whiche thou mayſt ſuffer / greate ſuſpeccron 
Infamy / ſclaunder / and pꝛeuey Jalow(y 
Theſe mult thou ſuffer without all remedy 
And other daungers mo than a man can thynke 


whyle other llepyth / the louer ſuant doth wynke 
who hath theſe pꝛoupd/ſhall none of them delyꝛe 

Fo: chyldꝛen bꝛent / ſtyll afterdzedyth kyꝛe 
eee | 


They be to courtes/yet ntoolt dammagyous 
Mooſt paynfull noyons-and playnly impoꝛtable 
In court them felynge / hath no thynge delectable 


Coꝛidon. 
¶ It the plealour-of towchynge is but dall 
I thought it hony / J ſe now it is gal 


l 
Now ſpcke on Coꝛnix I pꝛay the bꝛefeip tell 
what ioy haue courtecd /in taſtynge oz to ſmell 
Foꝛ theſe two wyttes / in court be recreate 
Ellys many w:etchys / be there inkatuat 
¶ Coꝛnix. | 
¶ The imell and taſtynge / partlyconioyned be 
Ind parte dyſiopned/ as I ſhall tell to the 
Foꝛ whyle we receyue / ſome meatrs dclycate 
The (mell x taſtynge / than bothe be recreate [ 
The fragrauntodour / and oyntment of ſwete llout 
Onely delytyth / the (nellynge with odour 
Ok meate delycyous / gone is bothe ſmeil and taſt 
rohan it is chewyd / and thꝛough the gozge paſt 
But they whiche in mouth/haue pleaſout pꝛyncypall 
On beeſtly folys / and ot lyuynge bꝛutall 
Che famous ſſhepherde / whom Nero dyd behede 
Them greatly blamyth / whiche beeſtiy vie to fede 
Whiche for theyꝛ womde chefe care ⁊ labour take 
And of they belyes-ar wont theyz god to make 
¶ Coꝛidon. 
CA wen 
Com. 
¶ Coꝛidon/ thou art nat to olde foꝛ tolere 
3 playnly (hall now declare foꝛ thy ſake 
{Dow beeſtly glottons god of theyz wombes make 


To godar men wont / temples tocdyfye 


And coſtly auters to oꝛdayne ſemblably 


To 02dayne mynyſtets/to exetute ſerurte 

To offer beeſtes / by way of ſactyfyte 
To burne in temples / well ſmellynge enſence 
Glottons to the wombe / do all this reuerence 
| ¶ Coꝛidon. 
¶ They and theyꝛ gooddes come to confucyon 

Whiche foꝛgeth ydolys / by uche abuſyon 
But pꝛocede Coꝛnit/ tell on in woꝛdys playne 
How all thele thynges / they to the wombe oꝛdayne 
Whiche is in temple / the autet and inſence 

And the mynyſters / to do theyꝛ dylygence 
Within the temple to kepe al way leruyce 

And to the bely whiche is the lacryfyce 
| (Comnr. 
¶ Togodof the belly / glotons a temple make 

Ok the moky kechyn / foꝛ temple it they take 
within this tempie / mynyſtre / ba wdy cookes 
And ponge ſcol ons / with fendes of theyꝛ lokes 
The ſolem awter / is the boꝛde oꝛ table 

With dyſſhes charged / twenty ina table 
The beeſtes offryd in ſacryfyce oz hoſte 
In dyuers fo2tes/of ſodyn and of roſte 
The ſawe is enſence / oꝛ of the mete the {mell 
Indof this temple / theſe be the chefe veſſell 
Dlaters and dyſſhes / moꝛtet and pot crokys 

Pottis and peſtels / bꝛoches and fleſſhe hokes 
Ind many mo els / than J count oz tell 

They knowe them belt whiche with the kychẽ mell 
Foz godof the wombe / this ſeruite men pzepare 

s foz thepꝛ true god / full lytell is theyz care 

| ¶ Coꝛidon. 

¶ This lyte is beeſtly-and vtterly damnable 
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Vs  CComir? 

"5 C But yet it is now reputed comendable | 
= Pꝛyntes and comons and lome of relygyon 
+Þ Unto this temple haue chefe deuocyon 

"i Tocokesandtauernes ſome river frequent 


Than vnto ſeruyte of god omnipotent 
Fyꝛſt ſerue the belly / than after ſerue our loꝛde 
Suche is the woꝛlde / though it do vll accozde f 
And ſuche as delytyth / in beeſtly glotony 
f | Folowith the court /ſuppoſynge ſtedfaſtly 
wk] With mete and with dꝛynke / to ſtofe well the paunche 
5 Whole luſt inſacpate/no flode of hell can ſtaunche 
RE Ind fo: that pꝛynces vſe/coſtely mete and wyne 
Theſe fol ys ſuppouſe / to fede them with as fyne 
To ete and to dꝛynke / as ſwete a del ycate | 
Is doth theyz pꝛynces oꝛ other great eſtate 
rte wple as flyes /doth folowe and thycke (warme 
About fat paunches / vnto theyꝛ vtter harme 
So ſuche men as haue / in glotony confoꝛt 
To loꝛdes kechyns mooſt beſely reſozte 
With hungry thꝛotys / yet go the oft away 
Sndoft 22 nen 
oꝛidon. » 
Cha tell on Coꝛnix / what confoꝛt and pleaſout 
Men fyndyth in court in taſt ynge #(auour 
| With meate and d2ynke-how they theyz wombes fyll 
| And whether thy ſpede / at pleaſout + at wyll =» 
¶ Coꝛidon. 
¶ To ete and to dꝛyntze / than is mooſt iope ſ᷑ luſt 
Phan men be hungry oꝛ greuyd ſoꝛe with truſt 
But oft vnto nowne / mult thou abyde reſpyte 
Than tournyd1s hounger / to doggro appetyte 


Ko: playne wood houndry that tyme is many one 
That ſome wolde gladly be gnauynge on a bone 
On whiche vyle currys hath gnawen on befoze | 

His puts is empty andhoungre is fo ſoze 
Oz ſome by feblenes and wery taryenge 
Lele thepz appetyte/that theycanete nothynge 
Dome other hath etyn / ſome bꝛead x cheſe befoze 

Chat at theyz dyner / they luſt to eate no moꝛe 
They: ſtomatze ſtopyd and cloſyd with ſome cruſt 
Ftom them hath takyn / theyꝛ appetyte #luſt 
Than other courters of manets beeſtyall 

With gredymouthes deuowꝛeth moze than all 
Thus ſome at ryſynge be fuller then be ſwyne 
And ſome foꝛ huuger agayne may ſyte and dyne 
Somtyme to gydet muſt thou bothe dyne x (up 

And ſomtyme thou dyneſt befoꝛe the ſonne be bp 
But yk thou refule to ete befoꝛe day lygyt 

Than muſt thou tary and faſt tyil it be nyght 

To ete oꝛ to d2ynke than is it (mall delyte 

Whannodyſgeſtyonhathſtvzedappetyte 
Agayneart thou let to ſowper all to late | 

All thynge hath lea ſon whiche menofcourt not hate 
Foꝛ neuer (hall thy meate be (et to in the ſeaſon 

Where of pꝛocedyth moche ſoꝛe veracion \ 
Okt age inteſtate departydſodarnly x 

And lulty galandes departyth ſemblably 
Here of pꝛocedyth / the vomyte it the ſtone 

And other lykneſſe many mo than one 
Somtyme is the wyne ſoute / watety and fo bad 

That onely the colour myght make a man be mad 
Tolde without meſure / oꝛ hote as hoꝛs pys 

Bad is the colour / the ſauout badder 1g 
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But yk in the court thou dꝛynke / bothe bete and ale 
Than is the colour trowbled-blake and pale 
Thynke nat cod2ynke it/inglas/ſyluer oz golde 
The one map be ſtollyn / the other can nat holde 
Oka treyn veſſell / than muſt thou nedy dꝛynke 
Olde blake and tuſty / lately takyn fro ſome ſynke 
And in ſuche veſſell dzynke-ſhall thou oftentyme 
Whiche in the bottom / is full of fylth and ſlyme 
And of that veſſell / thou dzynkeſt oft J wys 
In whiche ſome ſtatis / oꝛ damys late dyd pys 
et ſhalt thou nat haue /a cup at thy delyte 
To dꝛynke of allone/ at wyll and appetyte 
Coꝛidon in tout / I tell the by my ſowle 
Foꝛ moſt parte / thou muſt dꝛinke of acomon bowle 
Ind where greaſy lyppes / and ſlymy berde 
Hath late ben depyd / to make ſome man afer de 
On that ſyde muſt thou thy lyppys waſlhe alſo | 
O:els without dꝛynke / from dyner mult thou go 
In the meane ſeaion / olde wyne x derely bought 
Be foꝛe thy pzelence/(hall to thy pzynce be bꝛought 
Whole imei! and odour / ſo lwete and maruclous 
With fragrant ſauout / inba wnyth all the hous 
Is muicadcll cap2yke/romn:y and malueſy 
From Genes / bꝛough from grece oz hungarry 
Suche ſhail he dꝛynke / ſuche ſhall tohym be bꝛought 
Thou haſt the ſauour / thy patt of it is nought 
Though thou ſholde perry ſche / foꝛ veray ardent thꝛuſt 
No dꝛop thou getteſt / foꝛ to eſclactze thy luſt 
Ind though good wynes / ſomtyme to the be bꝛought 
The taſt of better-ſhall caule it to ſeme nought 
Okt woldeſt thou dꝛynke / yet dareſt thou nat (up 
T yll tyine thy better haue taſtyd of the cup 


No cup is fylled / tyll dyner halfe be done | 
And ſome mynyſttes / it countyth than to ſone | 
But yt thou begyn fo2 dꝛynke/to call and craue 
Thou foꝛ thy calling ſuche good reward ſhalt haue 
That men (hall call the ma lapett oz dꝛonke 
O2 an abbey lowne/oꝛ lymner of a monte 
But with thy rebuke / yet art thou ntuer the nere 
whyther thou demaunde / wyne pallyd ale oz bete 
yet (halt thou nat dꝛynke / wha thou haſt nede x thꝛuſt 
The cup muſt thou ſpate / ay / foꝛ thy betters luſt 
Thy ough many handes ſnall pas the pecs oz cup 
Bekoꝛe oꝛ it come to the/is all dꝛonke vp 
And than pf a dꝛope/oꝛ two thetin remayne 
Co lycke the veſlell / ſomtyme thou arte full fayne 
Ind thanat the grounde / ſome fylth yf thou eſpy 
To blame the butler / thou getteſt but enuy 
And as men wekely/ ne we holy water poure 
And onꝑs in a pete / the veſſell ve to ſcoure 
So cupes x tankerdes in court as thou mayſt thynke 
Where in the comous / ar vid foꝛ to dꝛynke 
Oz onys in the pete / empty and made clene 
And ſcantly that well / as oftentyme is ſene 
Foꝛ to aſke water / thy wynes to alley 
Thou fynde (halt no nede / yt thou befozeaſay 
With tynſynge of cupes / it tempered is befoꝛe 
By cauſe pure water / perchaunce is nat in ſtoꝛe 
¶ Coꝛidon. 
¶ Fye on this maner / ſuche ſetuyce J def yt 
I (e that incourt is vnclene penury 


pet here though out dꝛynke / be verap thyne d mall 
We may therof plenty haue whan we call 
Ind in clene veſlell / we dꝛynke therof par de 


Touche them-then 


Take here the bottell Conir/affayand ſe 


¶ Coꝛnix. 

¶ Than call foz the pꝛeſt / whan J tefule to dꝛynke 

This ale 1 it maketh me to wynke 

oꝛidon. 

C Thou (ayſt trouth Coꝛnix/byleue me by the rode 

No hand is  ſure/thatcanalway make goode 
But talke of the court-yf thou haſt ony moꝛe 

Set downe the bottell / laue ſome lytout inſtoze 

¶ Coꝛnix. 

¶ God blyſſe the bꝛewer / well colyd is my thꝛott 
Nowmyght I foꝛ nede-fynge hyer by a note 
It is bad water-that cannat allay duſt 

Ind very ſoute ale /that can nat quenche thꝛuſt 
How rowlythmy tunge-now that J without payne 

Now here me Jenter into the court agayne 
Beholde in the coutt / on comon table clothys 

Do vyle and that ſome his dyner lothys 
they vnto thy kyngets cleue 

And than muſt thou wype / thy handes on thy llyut 
So he whiche dayly fareth in this — 

Is ſo imbꝛued / and noynted in ſuche wyſs 
That as many men / as on his ſcyꝛtes loke 

Count hyma (colyon-0z ellys a greſycooke 


¶ Coꝛidon. Ader 
boggrs fy 


pet Corntr/ agayne/ all 
< Wore — — 
But yet mate Coꝛnix all be nat thus I wene 
Foꝛ (ome table clothes be kept wyte and clene 
Ae eee 
o2nir. 
¶ Coꝛidon koꝛſothe / it is as thon doſt ſay 


But theſe be thynges / mooſt chefe # pzyncypall 
| Onel y reſerued / foꝛ greatteſt men of all 
| Is foꝛ other clothes / whiche ſerue the comonte 


Suche as I tolde the-02 els vyler be 
Ind ſtyll remayne the / vnto the planke cleuynge 
So black / ſo bawdy / ſo fowle and yll ſemynge 
Ok ſyght and of ſent / vyle and abhomynable 
Tyll ſkant may a man diſcerne them ftom the table 
But nowe here what meate / there nedes ete thou mult 
And than yf thou mayſt to it apply thy luſt 
Thy mete in the tourt / is neyther ſwanne noz heron 
Curlewe noz crane/ but cowꝛs bete ⁊ motton 
Fat poꝛke oꝛ vele / and namely ſuche is bought 
Foz eaſpet pꝛyte / whan they be lene and nought 
Thy fleſſhe is teeſty / oꝛ lean towgh and olde 
Ou i come to boꝛde/oniauety and colde 
Domtyme twyſe lodden / vnclene without taſt 
Sa wied with coles / and aſches all foz haſte 
nohan thou it etyſt / it (mellyth io of ſmoke 
Than euer moꝛſell/ is able one to choke 
Make hunger thy ſawir / be thou neuer ſo nyſe 
Foz there ſhalt thou fynde none other ſaw(ene ſpyet 
Thy potage is made with wedes # with alſhes | 
And betwene thy tethe-oftyme the coles craſhes 
Somtyme halfe ſodden / is bothe thy lle ſſhe # bꝛoth 
, The watter and herbes / togyder be ſo wzothe 
That eche goth aparte / they can nat well agre 
And oft be theyſalt / as water of the lex 
Seldom at cheie / haſt thona lytell ye 
And yf thou ought haue / within it (ſhall be quycks 
All full of magottys and lyke to the raynbowe 
Of dyuers colours, as read greneand * 
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On eche ſyde grawen / with myſe oꝛ with rattys 
Oꝛ with vyle woꝛmes / with dogges 02 w cattys 
Unciene and ſcurty / and harde as the ſtone 
It lokcth ſo well / thou woldelt it were gone 
If thou haue butter / than ſhall it be as yll 
Oꝛ wozle than thy cheſe / but hungar hath no (kyl[ 
And whan that egges / halfe hatched be almooſt 
Than ate they foꝛ the / layde in the fyzc to rooſt 
If thou haue peatys/oꝛ apples by thou ſure 
Than be they ſuche as myght no moꝛe indute 
And yf thou none ete / they be lo good e fyne 
That after dyner / they ſetue foz the (wyne 
Thy oyle foꝛ ftyenge is foꝛ the lampes mete 
I man it chokyth / the ſauout is ſo ſwete 
A coꝛdwayners ſhop/ã it haue equall ſent 
Suche payne x penaunce / atoꝛ dyth belt to lent 
Suche is of this oyle / the ſauout peryllous 
That it myght / ſerpentes dꝛyue out of an hous 
Oktyme thy ltomake it cauſith to rcebone 
Andof it is redy / the ſodarnly to choke 
Of fylihe in ſome tourt / thychefen viyddyſſhe 
Is whytynge herynge-(altfyſſhe# ſtockfyſſſe 
If the day be ſolemne / parchaunte thou mayſt fele 
The taſt ⁊ the ſapour / ot tenche oz ele 
They: muddy ſapout ſhall make thy ſtomake ake 
And as fo the ele / is coſyn to a ſnake 
But yt bettet f ſhe /oꝛ any dyſſhes moꝛe 
Come to thypatte / it nought was befo2e 
Co:ruptyll unellynge and. v. dayes olde 
Foz ſent thou canſt nat teteyuc it yf thou wolde 
Ch bꝛead is blacke-of yli ſapourX tàſi 
Andhardas a flynt / bycaule thou none ſholde waſh 


| 


Chat ſt ant be thy tethe abyll it fo bꝛake 
Depe it in potage/yt thou no ſhyft can make 


Ind thoughe whyte a bꝛowne / be bothe at one pꝛyte 


With bꝛowue ſhalt p fede leſt whyte myght make ỹ 
The loꝛdys wyll alway that people note c le (nxet 
Bytwene them # leruantes ſome dyuerlyte 
Thou ghe it to them tourne tonop2ofyteat all 
Ifthey haue plealout / the ſeruant ſhall haue (mall 
Thy dyſſhes be one/ contynnynge the yere 
Thou knoweſt what meate beto2e the ſhall apcra 
This ſlakyth great parte / ot luſtys and pleaſout 
w hiche aſketh dent yes moche druers of ſapour 
On one dyſſhe dayly nedes (hall thou blowe 
Tyll thou be as wery as dogge or the bowe 
But this myght be ſuſſced / may foꝛtune eaſely 
If thou ſawe nat ſweter meates to pas by 
Fo: this vnto courters / mooſt conionly doth hape 
That while they haue bzowne bꝛead ⁊ chele i theyz 
On it faſt gnawynge as houndes rauenous (laps 
Anon by them paſſoth ot meate delycyous 
And coſtely dyſſes /a ſcoꝛe may they tell 
They: gredy goꝛgys at tapt with the ſmell 
The deynteous dyſſhes / whiche pas thꝛoughe ÿ hall 
It were great labour foꝛ me to name them all 
And Coꝛidon all yt à wolde it were but ſhame 
Foꝛ ſympyil ſhephet des ſuche de) ntyes toname 
With bꝛowne bꝛead ⁊ cheſe / the (hepherde is content 
And lkant ſe we fyſſ he / paſt onys in the lent 
Andother ſeaſons/ loft cheie is out fode 
Witt; boter ⁊ cteame than is our dynet gode 
And mie is our myꝛth / and ſpecz all appetyte 
In apples aud plommys / allo is our delyts 


Theſe fyll the belyall yt we hunger (2 —« 
udhami hath ynough what nedyth hym haue moze 
But whan theſe courters (pt onthe 8 ꝓdyll 
Smellynge thoſe dyſſhes they byte on the bꝛydyll 
And than is theyꝛ payne and anger fell as gall 
nohan all paſſoth by /⁊ they haue nought at all 
h 2 . thy — hathplenteous = 
ohyie p toze thy paynee | 
Roſtydoz ſodden in (wete herbes # wyne 
On fryed inoyle-moſt ſapoꝛous a fyne 
Suche fyſlhe to beholde and none therof to taſt 
Pureenuy tauſyth hye hatt nete to baaſt 
Than ſeynge his dyſſhes of fleſſhe newe agayne 
Thymynde hath tourmẽt yet w moche great payne 
Well mayſte thou ſmell the paſtyes of a hart 
And dyuers dentyes / but nought ſhall be thy part 
Che trane / the felant / the pecocke # curlewe 
The pattryche / plouet / byttoꝛe #heronſewe 
Eche byꝛde of the ayze and beeſtes of the grounde 
At pꝛynces table /ſhalt thou beholde habounde 
Seaſon d ſo well in lycour redolent 
That the hall is full of pleaſant ſmell a ſent 
To le ſuche dyſſhes /a ſmell the ſwete odour 
And nothynge to taſt/is vtter dyſpleatour 
| (Coꝛidon. 
C ves ſomwhat ſhall come / who can his tyme a byde 
And thus may J warne / my felowe by my (yde 
that ete ſoft dꝛomo/⁊ haue nat ſo great haſt 
Foꝛ ſhoꝛtiy we (hall ſome better moꝛſell taſt 
Solt man and ſpate thou /a courner of thy belly 
Jnone ſh al be ſent vs ſome lytell dyſthe of Jely 


A leggc of a lwan/a partryche oz twayne 


[ 


CCoinix. 
CNaynayCozidow/thybydynge is in vayne 
Thy thought (hall vanyſſhe-ſache dyſſhes be nat mal 

Foz comon courters/of them hathnought at all 
Co thy next felowe / ſome moꝛſell may be ſent 
Co thy dyſpleaſout greate anguyſſhe # tourment 
Wherby in thy mynde thou mayſt ſuſpect # trowe 
Hymmoze in fauour ⁊ in conceytthan thou 
And ſomtyme to the is lent a lytell crape 
with ſauour therok to take the in a trape 
Nat to alay /thy hunger and deſpze 
But by the ſwetnes / to ſet the maꝛe on fyꝛe 
Belyde all this ſoꝛowe / increſyd is thy payne 
han thou behol deſt befoꝛe thy loꝛde payne ma ne 
A baker choſen ⁊ well foꝛ thy 
Chat onely he ſholde that befynes apply 
pf thou one manchet / date handyll other touche 
By cauſe of dutye to thꝛuſt it in thy pouche 
Than ſhall ſome ſloueyn / the daſſhe on the ere 
Thou wy — ſhame thybꝛead leuynge there 
0 


2idon. 
C My bagge full of ſtony x hoke in my hande 
cane me a towꝛage ſuch boldly towſtande 
oꝛnix. 
¶ Nat ſo Coꝛidon / they fate lyke to curres - 
To gyther they cleue moꝛe faſt than do burres 
Thoughe echone with otherokt chyde bꝛawle te fyght 
Agaynſt a pore ſtraũger they ſhewe al theyz myght 
It is a greate maſtry foꝛ Coꝛidon alone 
To ſttyue oꝛ comende / with many mo than one 
A ſtrawe foꝛ thy wyſdom e attys lyberall 
Foz fauout and coyne in court wozketh all 


— —öt . 
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Thy pzyncesapples be ſwete F62yent - 
SDuche as Minalcas vnto Xmintas ſent 
Oꝛ ſuch? as Agros dyd in his kepynge holde 
Ot fragrant ſapour and colout lyke pure golde 
In ſauowꝛeof whome thou onely haſt delyte 
But yk thou ſholde dye no moꝛſſell ſhalt thou byte 
His cheſe is coſtly / fat pleaſant a hol ſome 
Thoughtiy tethe water / thou eteſt nat a crome 
Upon the ſewer / well mayſt thou gaſe # gape 
whyle he is kyllyd / thy hunger is a Jape 
Befoꝛe thy ſouerayne ſhall thekeruar ſtande 
With dyuers geſture / his knyfe in his hande 
Dyſmembꝛynge a ctcane oꝛ ſomwhat deyntrous 
And though his parſell be fat ⁊ plenteous 
Thoughe vnto dyuers/ thou ſe hym cut ⁊ kerue 
Thou getteſt no gobdet / tbough ß ſholde dye a ſter 
In all that thy ſyght hath delectacyon (ue 
Thygredytaſtynge/hath great veracyon 
noh it man wyll byleue / that ſuche wꝛetchyd thynge 
A courter may lxnde bis plealout oꝛ lypuynge 
what man is he but rather wolde aſſent 
That in ſuche lyuynge is anguyſſhe ⁊ toutment 
May nat theyꝛ tourment be well tompated thus 
Uuto the tourment ek wꝛetchrd Tantalus 


hicke as ſayd fawſtus / whoſe la ruge J may thinke 


In flode and fruytys / may neythet ete noꝛ dꝛynke 
Auncyent poetes/this Tantalus do ſayne 

In hell condemuyd to iu fler ſuche payne 
That vp to the chyn / in water dothhe ſtande 

And to his vpper lyp/retche apples a thouſande 
But w!;2n he wolde dꝛynke / the water doth dylcende 
And whan he wol de ete / the apples doth aſcende 


| 


— 


So both fruyt and water them kepyth at a ſtene 
In mpddes of pleaſour haue courters iyke tourmẽt 
Vlit now to tell table foꝛ to retourne agarne 
There haſt thou yet another greuous payne 
Chat whan other talke/⁊ ſpeke what they wyll 
Thou dare nat whyſper / but as one dom bꝛ ſtyl 
And yt thou ought ſpeke/pꝛruey oꝛ aperte 
Thau art to bely /xcallydmalaperte 
If thou call foz ought by woꝛde ſygne / oꝛ becke 
Thi Jacke w the buſſheſhal tant the with a checke 
One recheth the bꝛead with grutche # murmurynge 
If thou ot ſome other demaunde anythrnge 
He hathat thy alkynge great ſcoꝛne ⁊ dyſdayne 
By tauſe ſ thou lytteſt whyle he ſtandyth in parne 
Somtyme the ſeruaunti s be blynde # ignoꝛant 
Ind ſpy nat what thynge vpon the boꝛd doth want 
If they le a fawit / they wyll it nat attende 
Byneglygent ſcoꝛne / dyldarnynge it to mende 
Somty me thou wanteſt other bꝛeadoꝛ wyne 
But nought dare thou aſte yf Þ ſholde neuer dyne 
De maunde lalt trenchout ſpone oz other thynge 
Than art thou impoꝛtune/⁊ euer moꝛecraupnge 
Ind io (hall thy name be ſpꝛed to thy paxne 
Foꝛ at the ſhall all haue ſcome v dyſdayne 
Somtrme art thou exkydot them at the table 
But moche moze art thou ot the ſetuynge table 
The hungry ſeruers / whiche at the table ſtande 
At euery moꝛiell / hatt pe vnto thy hande 
So moche on thy moꝛſell dyſtract is theyꝛ mynde 
They gape wha thou gappſt / oft bytynge ÿ wynde 
By c2uſe that thy leuyngys / is only theyꝛ part 
It thou fede the well/loze greuedis theyz har 


— 


— 


Namely of a dyſlhe coſtly and deynttous 
Eche pete that thou cutteſt to them is tedyous 
Than at the cupboꝛde / one doth another tell 
Se how he fedeth-Iyke the deuyll of hell 
Our parte he eteth / naught good ſhall we taſt 
CRE e 
0 : 


2 
C JhadleuerCoznirgoſouperles to bed 
Chan at ſuche a faſte / to be ſo beſted 
Better it is / with cheſe and bzead one to fyll 
Than with great deynte / with anger and vll wyll 
Oꝛa (mall handfull / with reſt and ſure pleaſaute 
Than 8 wzathfullcountenance 
oꝛnix. 
¶ That can à mintas tecoꝛde and teſtefy 
But yet is in court / moꝛe payne and myſety 
Bꝛought in / by dyſſhes the table foz tofyll 
Blut nat one is bʒzought / in oꝛdet at thywyll 
That thou wol de haue fyꝛſt / and loueſt pꝛyncypall 
Is bꝛought to the boꝛde / of tymes laſt of all 
With bꝛead and rude mete / whan thou art (acyate 
Than cometh dylſhes / moſt (wete and delycate 
Than muſt thou othet dyſpyſe them vtterly 
Oꝛ to thy hurte / lurket / enſuynge glotouy 
But yt it foꝛtune / as ſeldom dothe befall 
That at begynnynge come dyſſhes beſt of all 
Oꝛ thou haſt taſted / a moꝛſell other twayne 
Thy dyſiſhe out of ſyght / is taken ſone agayne 
Slowe be the ſeruers / in ſeruynge in alway 
But ſwykt be they-after takynge thy meat away 
A ſpecyall coſtom / is vſyd them amonge 
No good dyſſhe to (uffer on boꝛ de to be longe 
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It the dylſhe be pleaſant/other flelſhe 62 fyſſhe = 

Ten handes at onys / warme in the dxſche 
And pk it be fleſſhe ten knyues (hall thou lle 
Mungiynge the lleiſſhe + in the platter fle 
To put there thy hande is petyll without faple 
Without a gantelet oꝛ els a gloue of maple 
Amongte all theſe knyues / thou one ot both muſt haue 
pie ee — 07 ni ſaue 

[4 
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On a fynger gnawyth ſome haſty gloton 

ita pees- of befe oꝛ — motton 

Beſyde theſe in court mo paynes (halt thou ſe 

At boꝛde be men ſet / as thycke as they may be 
The platters ſhall pas oftymes to ⁊ fro 

And ouer the ſholders /a hede ſhall they go 
And okt all the bzothe and lycout fat 

Is ſpylt on thy gowne / thy bonet and thy hat 
Somtpme att thou thꝛuſt / foꝛ lytell rowme and place 
And ſomtyme thy felowe reboketh in thy kace 
Bytwene dyſſhe and dyſſhe / is tary tedyous 

But in ỹ mean tyme / though þ haue payne greuous 
Neyther mayſt thou ryſe/ oz neſe 

O: take other ea ſemtt/ ens 
Fo: luche as this wyſe / to eas them ar wont 
n nombꝛe of taſcaldes/coutters them count 
Ok mete is none houte / noꝛ tyme of certente 
pet from begynnynge / abſent yt thou be 
Ocker ſhalt thou loſe / thy meat and kys the poſt 
Oz pk by fauour thy ſowper be nat loſt 
Thou ſhalt at leſt way rebukes ſour abyde 
Toz nar ancendenge ofayiyoge err tre 


N 
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Dnyong 02 garlyke/whiche ſtamped Ceſtples 
Rare lekes / mayſt thou nat ett ywyS 


CCozidon. 
what foꝛſake gatlyke/lekys and butter ſwete 
Nay rather wolde J go toc ly on my fete 
we counte theſe deyntyes / and meates very good 
Thee be 1 dyſſſhes / and ruall menus food 
Com. 
CDhoceurt frequenteth / muſt loue the dyſches ſwete 
Ind loꝛdes dyſſhes / to hym ar no thynge mete 
As fo: our metys theymap nat ete I thynke 
By cauſe great loꝛdes may nat abyde the ſtynke 
But yet loꝛdes ſyege / and tuall mennys oꝛ dute 
Be lytze ol ſauour / foꝛ all theyz meates pure 
As foꝛ comon meatrs/ot them pleaſour is (nail 
By tcauſe one ſeruyce-/of them contynuall 
Illayeth pleaſout / foꝛ voluptuolyte 
uo pll haue of dyſſhes chaunge and dyuerſyte 
And whan thou halt ſmeliyd meat moꝛe delycyous 
Thy courſe dayly fate / to the is te dxous 
Now Judge Coꝛidon / yt here in be pleaſout 
Me thyake it anguy (ſhe (020we x dolout 
Contynuall care and vter myſery | 
A fﬀiiccyonof herte-x wzetchydpenury 
But many folys thynke it is nothynge ſo 
tDbyle they ſe courters out wa rde logayly go 
The courſers ſeruantys cloch ſyluer à gold? 
And other lyke thynges / delyte they to beholde 
But nough they regard / the inward myſery 
Whiche them oppꝛeſſoth in court contrnually 
Ind as layth Seneke ſome count them foꝛtunate 
Whiche outwarde apere / well clothed oz oznate 


But yk thon behelde theyꝛ intwarde w2etchydnes 
They? daylp trouble / theyꝛ fruytles beſynes 
Than wolde thou cont them bothe vyle a myſerable 
They: rowm? andoffrre /bothe fals + deſceyuable 
For lyke as meu papnt-olde wallysrumous 
Do by theypayntyd / theyꝛ lyfecontraryous 
Ind therfo2e all they whiche ſerne in court gladly 
for taſt oꝛ (mellynge-02 ſpyce of glotony 
Haue lyke moze wꝛetchyd/ than burgyes oz marchant 
nohiche with theyz wyues haue loue x Iyfe pleaſant 
Shepherdes haue nat lo wꝛetchyd lyfe as they 
Though they leue poꝛely on cruddes cheie whey 
On apples plommes / and dꝛynke clere watter depe 
Is it were lozdes reynynge amonge they? ſhepe 
The wꝛetehyd laſar / with clynkynge of his bell 
Hath lyfe whiche doth the courters lyke excel l 
Che captyt᷑ begger hath meate ⁊ lyberte 
han courters hunger / in harde captyuyte 
The poꝛe man beggyth / nothynge hurtynge his name 
Is towchig tourtets they dare nat begge foꝛ ſhame 
Ind an olde pꝛouerbe is ſayd by men mooſt ſage 
That oft yonge courters be beggers in they age 
Thus all thoſe wꝛetchys / whiche doth ÿ court frequit 
Bꝛynge nat to purpos they: myndes noz intent 
But yt they2 myndes x wyll were ſacyate 
They at nat bettet / therby noꝛ foꝛtunate 
Than all be folys eoncludynge with this cla wle 
which w * ad 2 vic courtng koz ſuche cauſe 
CTotidon. 
C Now truly Coꝛnix/rrght playnlyhaſt thou tolde 
Ot court and courters the paynes many kolde 
Andas I ſuppoſe there can no moze remayne 
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Thy wyt and councell hath ryd me fro great pa pn 
If Jhadplenty of treaſour and ryches 
Ifholdeoz I went thy beſynes 
But nede oft hurteth good maners commendable 
¶ Coꝛnir. a 
C what man woll gladly gyue / that is nat able 
But one habundynge in trea ſour and tyches 
Is ware in gyuynge / oꝛ yet tomake pꝛomes 
Thy wyll is ynough / ſyth that thy ſtoꝛe is then 
Jakkeof the fox uo ferther than the ſkyn 
But longe is to nyght / therfoꝛe I ſhall gladlp 
¶ Coꝛidon. 
no hat moze yet declare ot courtly myſery 
Chou halt tolde ynough / by all theſe croſſs ten 
Flmoſt foꝛ to choke vpon à thouſand men 
¶ Coꝛnix. 
¶ Chat Jp2omyſed-ryght wolde J ſholde fulfyll 
vet moꝛe (hall I towche/ yt thou can holde p ſtyll 
IJ (ayd fyꝛſt that ſome / but they be ſawynthyn 
Neſoꝛte vnto the court / there ſowles foꝛ to wyn 
For w great pꝛynces / whyle ſuche men remayne 
They thrnke by coun(cll by beſynes # payne 
Thefely tolabour foꝛ the vtylyte 
Of dyuets cau(ys towchynge the comonte 
Poꝛe men ſuppoꝛtynge / and chyldzen faderles 
And helpynge wydowes / alſo in theyz dyſtres 
Do moche moꝛe wenynge / to pleas out loꝛde therby 
Bytauſe they contende in payne # Jeopardy 
Of theſe muſt J cure / the myndes ignoꝛant 
Whiche be moꝛe folys than all the remenant 
it rf theytepute themlelfe neuer ſo lage 
vet (hall A pꝛoue themſelfe ſtuſtyd wich dotage 


CCozidon. 1 
Declare that Coꝛnix / that fapne wolde Jhere 
N — — 


Coꝛnix. | 

¶ Of this 18 horte / kant any fynde we (hall 

But that requy2eth ſome lucre tempozall 
But neuertheles / now fayne we ſuche a one 
no hiche leketh in court foz no pzomocyon 
But only intende / there ſowles foz to wyn 

And as a champyon / to fyght agaynſt (wn 
Sol de wyſe nien ſuppole in court ſo to pzeuapyle 
l oſt is theyꝛ labout / theyꝛ ſtody#trauayle 
Oꝛ ſholde a good man / whiche loueth honeſte 
Put hom in tchꝛaldom / oz incaptyurte 
Of pꝛynces ſeruyce / his ſowle to wyn therby 

Day men what them lyſt / me thynkyth ỹ contrary 
Foꝛ incourt tequired / ſo many a (yn and vyce 

And ſomany wayes / from vertue to attyſe 
Ind ſo many meanxs / ledynge to vicyouſnes 
That there maya man/ſtant byde in his goodnes 
Foꝛ as a bad hoꝛſe/teſty and flyngrnge 

Okt keſtyth a man / though he be well (yttynge 
In lyke maner wyſe man and rygghtwyſe 

Neſoꝛtynge to court / dyſcendyth vnto vyce 
Ill yt his reaſon and wyll allo deny 

Ju court hath the fende / ſuche fra wde ⁊ poleſy 
By mean that vyces haue there no punyſment - 

Foꝛ luſt ⁊ (uffrance-makemyndes inſolent 
But ſyn x ſynners/lye dayly ſo i wayte 

A gaynſt good lyuynge / to lay theyꝛ dcadely barte 
Chat the beſte lyuers / from way of grace declyne 

By there occalyon / impellyth to rupne 


He fallythinrocky8-x petyll confequent 
By fozce of tempeſt and wyndes vyolent 
C Coꝛidon. 
nobat man incourt is neytheyz robe noꝛ lands | 
Dyffuſly thou ſpekyſt / to vnderſtande * _ - 
CComir. | | 
C I (peke inparable-02 by ſymylytude 
who nat perceyuyth his reaſon is but rude 
But mate Coꝛidon / J tell the befoze | 
That what Jſhall ſay oꝛ ret haue cloſe in ſtoze 
Ok dyuers auctours / I lernyd of Codzus 
Ind he it lernyd / of ſhepherd Stluius 
This Codꝛus ſayd / that Plato the great age 
Of Athenence tourt /aduertynge the outrage 
Purpoſyd rather to fle to ſolytude 
Than lyue in honour amonge (uche vyces rude 
Than knowe well thy ſelfe / what ſocuer thou be 
tDhiche to ſuc the court haſt thy felicyte 
Ind note yf thy felfe be betterthan plate 
Note well the powꝛe yt thou haue wyll alſo 
Is well as Plato / vll toſtom to tefrarne 
If thou ſo thynkeſt / thou thynkeſt thynge in bayne 
In court muſt a man / ſaple after cuery wynde 
Hymſelfe tonkoꝛmynge / to cuery manners mynde 
Serue euery ſeaſon /confourme hym to the trme 
Be comon with mo / though it be in ſome cryme 
He muſt rule nature-x ret he wote not whither 
Itter the ſeaſon / nowe hythet #nowe thyther 
Ind in his maner he muſt dyꝛect his lyſe 
with heuy perſones / hym muſt he ſhewe penſyfe 
With men at lerſer / whiche wyll them recreate 
He muſt be ioconde / after theyꝛ ble and rate 


[ twith aged perſones/ he muſt hym haue ſadly 


} 


wth youth behave hym iocounde and merely 
With auentutous men / whiche ſeke on cruelte 
He muſt ſhe we hym blode ⁊ of audacyte 
With lyuets beeſtly/iniuynge carnall luſt 
Lyue lechetoullp /fozſothe he nedys muſt 
Ind who lo refuleth than is his nature wꝛonge 
He (hall nat in the court tyſe noꝛ tontynue longe 
But Coꝛidon/ thou myght obtect vnto me moꝛe 
That y (ayd Plato / whiche fled from court befoꝛe 
Came longe whyle after / and was in the ſeruyce 
Of Dionilius/ the Tyꝛan of Silyte 


It is as thou ſayſt / but hartzen tothe ende 


This Tyrannys vyce / whyle he dyd repꝛehende 
All yf the Tyꝛan counted his name diuyne 

As under colout / to folowe his doctryne 
The crucll Tyzan his malyce to fulfyll 

Solde this lame Plato / mawgre his mynde x wyk 
But thus entreatyd/ was Platonat alone 

The wꝛathe of pꝛynces pꝛoued haue many one 
And namely of ſuche as wylclt were Jwys 

As ⁊enon murdꝛed / by Tyran Phalaris 


is godly wyldom / noꝛ honour of his age 


Cou de hymn nat ſocoute / ſo dyd the Tyꝛan tage 
Attacreontes / ſomtyme of Cypꝛes kynge 
SBlewe Inaxagozas/toz all his great connpnge 
And by commaundement/ of T beodozicus 

Without all mercy/ſlarne was Boecius 
C Tozidon. | If 
¶ Theſe be 12 and thynges veray olde 
oꝛnix. 
CEupn ſuche they be / as Codzug to me tolde 


And yet many mo/he tountyd to me playne 
Pk worthyclerkes/ whom fel pzynces hath 
But all to retount /me thynke it is nat deſt 
Chat aſkyth leyſer / the ſonne is nete at ceſt 
Stant tyme remayneth / to tell that is beſyde 
Cxcept we purpoſe here all the nyght abyde 
¶ Cozidon. 
C Late at our churche ale /ſyꝛ Sampſon to me tolde 
A tale ot moyſes x other P2ophetcs ol de 
Dow the ſame moyſes and many of lyke ſoꝛt 
To pꝛynces courtes dyd of tentyme reſoꝛte 
De ſayd that moyſes though he of tonge were rude 
Lekt his hole flocke / behynde in ſolytude 
Ind he with ZJaron / togyther both dyd go 
On goddys meſſage vnto kynge Pharao 
Ilſo (yz Dampſon recounted vnto me 
A lyke narracyon of pꝛophete Helyſe 
But Coꝛnit / my mynde is moche obliupous 
And longe hyſtoꝛ pes to here bz tedious 
¶ Coꝛnir. 
¶ Is touchynge moyſes and many pꝛophetys mo 
I granute / they were wont to pꝛyntes foꝛ to go 
Theſe men were godly / it foly were to ſap 
That all men ſholde haue ſuche pꝛiuilege as they 
Theſe were meſlangers of god of 43raell 
And fynde can we nat / that they in court dyd dwel 
But whan they had (ayd goddes commaundement 
They left bothe court and pꝛynces in continent 
Joſeph alonly-abode with Pharao 
Thozdinance of god haderſt dyſpoſed ſo | 
Cohelpehisnacyon/in tyme after to come 
Bp his pꝛouiſyon / and maruelous wyſdome 


Marne 


J graunte the alſo/Mawziciust Partyne 
Debaſtian/Geozge3 other men dyuyne . - 
S cruydincourt # viydehyualry 
And neuertheies / thy lyued holely 
But this Mawꝛicius dyd chꝛyſtened become 
Ind with his legion / teteyued marterdoine 
L yke wyie ſaynt Geoꝛge ⁊ ſaynt Debaſtian 
Dyſpyſynge ydolles whiche tou ttys vied than 
Suffered harde deth by many folde courment 
Fo: loue and true fayth of god omnipotent 
But durynge the tyme / theſe dyd in the court remayne 
No namps of layntes / men gaue to them ſettayne 
And holy martyn / whan he was come to age 
Gaue ouet the court / and fyred his cow2age 
In goddys ſeruyte/ tema ynynge ſtedraſtly 
x oz he perceyuyd-x knewe ryght perfytely 
That of poꝛe wyDowes x chyidDzenfaderies 
The cauſe nat entryth in to the court doutles 
They matters quealeth /foz (olde is all tuſtyce 
And euery ſpeche / of tybaudꝛyand vyce 
Alſo in courtes / of mercy founde is nought 
Ind of relygyon-no (cle yt it were ſought 
Enuy polſeſſyth the place of charyte 
Onely Imbicton hath there auctozyte 
Thele vyces to teſyſte / paſſyth humayne Doctryne 
Man tyey ouetcome/ except wyl dom druyne 
If god do nat ſocoute it paſſyth mann ys myght 
With ſuche octaſyon / contynually to fyght 
This knewe ſaynt Martyn / by ſyght contynuall 
pet nought hym mourd by help celeſtiall 


And though he lyued in court ryght holely 
He wol de no lenger inlue that chrualty 


Ni.i. 


Ind yet many mo/he tountyd to me playne 
Of worthyclerkes/ whom fel pꝛynces hath flarne 
But all to recount-me thynke it is nat beſt - 
Chat aſkyth leyſer / the ſonne is nete at teſt 
Stant tyme remayneth/ to tell that is beſyde 
Cxcept we purpoſe here all the nyght abyde 
( Coidon. 
¶ Late at our churche ale/ſyꝛ Sampſon to me tolde 
A tale of moyſes ⁊ other Þ2ophetcs ol de 
How the ſame moyſes and many of lyke ſoꝛt 
To pꝛynces courtes dyd oftentyme reſoꝛte 
De ſayd that moyſes though he of tonge were rude 
Lekt his hole flocke / behynde in ſolytude 
Ind he with Faron/fogyther both dyd go 
On goddys meſſage vnto kynge Pharao 
Allo ſyꝛ Dampſon recounted vnto me 
A lytke narracyon of pꝛophete Helyſe 


Vut Coꝛnit / my mynde is moche obliuyous 


And longe hyſtoꝛ ves to hete bz tedious 
( Coꝛnir. 

¶ Is touchynge moyſes and many pꝛophetys mo 

I granute / they were wont to pꝛynces foz to go 
Theſe men were godly / it foly were to ſap 

That all men ſholde haue ſuche pꝛiuilege as they 
Theſe were meſlangers of god of 43raell 

And kynde can we nat / that they in court dyd dwel 
But whan they had ſayd goddes commaundement 

They left bothe court and pꝛynces in continent 
Joſeph alonly/abode with Pharao 

Thozdinance of god haderſt dyſpoſed ſo 
To helpe hisnacyon/in tyme after to come 

By his pꝛouiſyon / and maruelous wyſdome 


J graunte the alſo/Mawzicius# Partyne 
Debaſtian/Geozge 3 other men dyuyne 
S cruydincourt # viyd chrualty 
And neuertheies / thy lyued hole ly 
Lut this Mawꝛitius dyd chꝛyſtened become 
Ind with his legion / teteyued marterdoine 
L yke wyte ſaynt Geoꝛge # ſaynt Debaſtian 
Dyſpyſynge ydoltes whiche tou ttys vied than 
Duffered harde deth by many folde tourment 
Fo: loue and true fayth of god omnipotent 
But durynge the tyme / theſe dyd in the court remayne 
No namps of layntes / men gaue to them ſettayne 
And holy martyn / whan he was come toage 
Gaue ouet the court / and fyred his cowꝛage 
In goddys ſeruyte / tema ynynge ſtedraſtly 
x oz he petrteyuyd/a knewe ryght perfytely 
That of poꝛe wydowes x chyldꝛen faderies 
The cauſe nat entryth in to the court doutles 
They: matters quealeth / foꝛ ſolde is all iuſtyce 
And euery ſpeche/of tybaudꝛyand vyce 
Aldo in courtes / ot mercy founde is nought 
Ind of relygxon no (cle yt it were ſought 


* - Enuypoſkſith the place of charyte 


Onely Imbiction hath there auctozyte 
Thele vyces to re(yſte-paſſyth humayne doctryne 
Man they ouercome / except wyl dom dyuyne 
If god do nat ſocoure it paſſyth mann vs myght 
With ſuche occaſyon/contynually to fyght 
This knewe ſaynt Martyn / by ſyght contynuall 
pet nought hym mouyd by help celeſtiall 
And though he lyued in court ryght holely 
He wolde no lenger inlue that chrualry 4 
M.t. 
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No: leue example /to other men to come 
To lyue / where reygneth no vertue noꝛ wyſdome 
As whan it was alkedof Cryſt our ſauvout 
* Whatſholdza man do-of penaunceoz labour 
Dꝛ other dedys to wyn eternall blys 
He bed nat a man / ten to the court vw ys 
1): fayd nat go folowe a pꝛynte c2 loꝛde oꝛ kynge 
But go (ell thy tyches / and othet woꝛldly thyuge 
Dyſpyſe all the woꝛlde / and woꝛldly vanyte 
702 ſo haue J done / than come ⁊ folowe me 
In this cauſe / out loꝛde hath made no mencyon 
Of folowynge the court / foꝛ vayne pzomocyon 
Chan let men take hede / though they be vertuous 
Left whyle they folowe a thynge fo perylous 
In court ſuppolynge/theyꝛ ſowles foꝛ to wyn 
Leſt there they lole them / by fallynge into (yn 
Foz there be ſnarys and gylys infynyte 
The fende is redy / occaſyon to excyte 
In cuery cozner ſome enuy ſhait thau mete 
And ſtomblynge ſtonys lay hyd befoze thy fete 
Full hade is it there / Ambicyonto tefapne 
Auaryce to ſlake / it is a great payne 
To tame enuy / wꝛath to mitigate 
And in occaſyon onclenlynes to hate 
Harde is it dayly to be amonge theſe (ame 
Ind none of them all / thy pleaſour to inflame 
But yf there be any / whiche can his luſt ſubdue 
Amonge all wyces/ to kept them in vertue 
Is a pꝛecvous ſtone/clene in the myddes of 1ny2e 
Or le in flamys/nat greuyd with the fyꝛe 
Oꝛ touche loft pytehe and nat his fyngers fyle 
It ſuche one be founde / within a thoulande myle 
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Iwyll nat deny / but that he may well fire $10 
{ © Aftcrcourt-andfolowe-nathurtynge his bettũt 
So moche moꝛe mcryte-ſhall ſuche a man p:ocure 
How moche moꝛe he dothe- of icopatdyendute 
But thus is my mynde / ⁊ lure opynyon 
That ſuche as reſoꝛte / vnto the court echone 
Be rather one tcome / by ſyn a viſyoulſnes 
6 Than theytan vyces vaynquyſſhe andrepzes 
Foz man of his nature-/1s apt to ſyn byte 
And with great hardnes dothe vertue excercyſe 
Cramplec ot choldꝛen / whiche yt they haue theyꝛ wyll 
Be leſſe dyſpoled to goodnes / than toyll 
IJ harde Winalcas ſyunge / this vnto his dꝛ one 
That icripture ſaytij/ that mankynde is nat pꝛone 
In xouth and age / his pleaſout to enſure 
In eaſpluſtes / than hardnes of vertue 
Therfoꝛe 4 councell/ thylelfe my Coꝛidon 
Amintas/Cod2us-/and ſhepherdes echone 
And all of other men whiche wyll them ſaue fro hell 
That none of them all / pꝛeſume with court to mell 
Fo there is the ſowle in ieopardy by cryme 
Andafter lyfeis loſt be ſurſſetoꝛ due tyme 
Foꝛ other muſt a man vnto his pzynce aſſent 
L aughe at his vyces and be with them content 
Than loſt is thy iowle / els his fawtys blame 
Than ſhalt thou his Ite agaynſt the inllame 
As Cirus the kynge ſomtyme of periy lande 
Had one Atrotus / chi fe ftende of athouland 
Bycauſe Atpolus/ onys blami d his off-nce 
The w2athfull tyꝛan/ by mad mal uolence 
Cauied Atrolus/ ru ac]; at a feſte 
Tocte his Chyldzcy ag they li by meate were d2e 


Indthus Ar polus to his chyldꝛen wasagtaue 
Fo: blamige thy pꝛynte (uche reward mapſt z haue 
13) ght ſo Cambyſes / in haſty furout lewe 
The lone of his frend whiche was to hym moſt true 
By cauſe that his frende / hym blamyd foz dzonknes 
Of luche examples / be many mo doutles 
( Coꝛidon. 
¶ J haue hard Codꝛus oft tymes teſtefy 
How A tiſtotle /pzynce of philoſophy 
Sued the tentys / with la wdes and honour 
Ok Alexander the myght y conquerout 
(Coꝛnir. 
C Thou lytell knoweſt what cauſyd hym do ſo 
Oꝛ pf he frelyhad lyberte to go 
Truly I ſuppoſe / it was agaynlt his hart 
Andthathemyght nat at lyberte departe 
But many other ryght wozthy hye honour 
A lſo inſuted / that myghtyconqueront 
Is Calyſtynes of hye dyſcreſſyon 
And alſo Ctito/whiche was his noꝛſys ſon 
And bolde Lichimachus / folowyd hym in fyght 
uohiche was a phyloſopher / x eke a woꝛthy knyght 
And many mo els that J can count oz tell 
But here Coꝛidon what vnto theſe befell 
Foz that Caliſtines foꝛbad men to honouit 
Great Alexander as god of mooſt valour 
After ſuche coſtome as was in Per(y lande 
Therfoze had hecut / ftom body / kote and hande 
His noſe ⁊ eatys/ot trenchyd were allo 
His ryen out dygged foꝛ to increas his wo 
Than bycommaundement of the conquerour 
was thꝛuſt into pꝛyſon tobyde in moꝛe dolour 
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Enduryngehes lyke / thete ener to tema ne 
| But wha Liſimachus foꝛ tomake (hozt this payne 
Rechydhym poyſen / his cruell conquerout 
Made hym be thꝛowen to lyons to deuont 
And at a banket/aserſt was towchyd playne 
By Alexander was the (ayd Ctito lane 
Foꝛ blamyngeof hym by cauſe that he dyd blame 
His father dedes / Philipphus by his name 
Therfoze Cozidon aftermy iugement 
Andas J beleue thou wylt therto aſſent 
They all be folys /whitche ſue to court ſo (oze 
Fo: all ſuche cauſys/as towchedar befoze 
N2 to wyn ſowles / be there content to ſetue 
They: owne ſowle puttinge in daũger foz toſterue 
| Fozothcrdotheyſeke and hunt about in vayne 
Ind theyꝛ deſyꝛes there (hall they nat obtayne 
Oꝛ 1 thynge they letze / whiche ſhal do them dammage 
Els be they thꝛowen in ſuche a blynde dotage 
That of two wapnes / they choſe mooſt Jeopardous 
All full of thoꝛnes /andveſynes perylous 
All rf they myght well to theyꝛ deſyꝛe attayne 
By way moꝛe ca ſy/ moꝛe ſhozt # voyde of payne 
(Condon. 
C O maruelous matter and well bꝛought to an ende 
I can nat be able thy reaſon tocommende 
Noz yet to tewarde the thynge that thou haſte done 
Though J had ryches / wytlyke Salamon 
Thou haſte me ſauyd / by councell ſapient 
Out of hell mouth ⁊ any folde tourment 
Brut nowe is it tyme / to dꝛawe to our cotage 
The day is endyth / ryght lo is out langage 
( Finis. 
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¶ here begynneth the thyꝛde and laſt egloge 
of the milety and beharo.irof ccuiixs 
and courtexs .“. 


¶ Coꝛidon. 
Fter ſoꝛe labour /ſwete reſt is delectable 
And aftet lõge nyght day lyght is cofoztable 
And many woꝛdes requyzethmoched2xnke 
The tinote well waſſhyd tha loue 5 inen to wynke 
This nyght with me / it pꝛouydother wyſe 
I dꝛanke to bedwatde / as is my comon gyſe 
But ſuche reſt / had I tyll it was on the moꝛne 
Is hadmy mother-the nyght that J was boꝛne 
| ( Coꝛnix. 
¶ Of that Imayuapie /foꝛ thou art wont al way 
To lleap and to ino2t/tyll tyme that it be dap 
But how hapenyd this / now tell me Coꝛidon 
That thou had this nyght ſo ſoꝛe vexacion 
| ( Coꝛidon. 
C I was ſo dꝛenchyd with dꝛeamys a dꝛad ſo ſoze 
I trowe neuer man was troubled ſo befoꝛe 
Me thought in the court J taken was in trap 
And there ſoꝛe handled / god grue it an yll hap 
Me thought the ſcolyons / Ike fendes of there lokcs 
Came ſome w whytles / ſome other w fleſſhe hokes 
Me thought that they ſtode echone about me thycke 
with knyues tedy foꝛ to flea me quicke 
So had Illepynge as moche of feat x dꝛede 
Is I ſholde wakynge / haue loſt my (kyn in dede 
to ith ſuche a viſion / J troublyd was all nxght 
Wherfoze I ioyed / what tyme J (awe day lyght 
Foꝛ as ſoone as cucr I hard the byꝛdes pepe 
Foz fear of dꝛeamys / no lenger durſt J ſlepe 
But ſtert fromy bede / as lyghtly was I pꝛeſt 
A lmoſt as a by2de-out fleeth fromhyzneſt 
Socawght Amy male: my hotel land my hoks 


And koꝛth with my flocke / anone my way J toke 
But tell me Coꝛnit / I pꝛay the hartely 


eng this my dꝛeam / may note a ſignify 
o2nir. 
C I dꝛede lyſt ſome one-fulfyllyd-with vll wyll 
Had hard out talkynge /a it repoztyd yll 
Whiche may bs after cauſe rather wepethan ſynge 
Foꝛ vll wyll makyth / the woꝛſt of euety thynge 
But than doth one thynge / well confoꝛt me agayne 
Foꝛſt men at wont of that to dꝛeam certayne 
wherwith theyꝛ myndes / in walkynge trowbled be 
A ſtrawe foꝛ dꝛeamys / they be but vanyte 
Andas foꝛ me / Ino man dyſcommende 
If ſcabbyd tlawe / the trouth ſhall me defende 
But how Coꝛidon / thy head is in thy lap 
What nowe fo criy begynneſt thou to nap 
¶ Coꝛidon. 
C who hath nat ſlept / noꝛ reſtydall the nyght 
Mult ſleap by day /els ſhall his bꝛayne be lyght 
But Coꝛnirx yf thou lyſt /me foꝛ to kepe and wake 
TCalzke of ſome mattes agapne f̃oꝛ goddes fake 
For ſo (hall the tyme ouerpalk with lytell payne 
God knowyth whan we ſhall mete after agayne 
¶ Coꝛnir. 
C I graunte Coꝛidon / foꝛ recreacyon 
Ok court yet to haue-moze cõmunicacron 
C Co2idon. 
¶ Tu myſeryof court /thou haſt all redy tolde 
( Coꝛnix. 
C Nay nay Coꝛidon/ nat bya thouſande fol de 
We (hall haue mater /nete tyll this peres ende 
To talke ot courtes / pf I myght it intende 


But this one day of part well may we talke 
s foz the other | fozce nat let it waltze 
( Coꝛidon. 
¶ Thã ſyth downe Eoꝛnix / lean here agayne this bike 
As koꝛ ws —— we gett but lytell thanke 
oꝛnit. 
we gett as moche almoſt as we deſetut 
Iloke foz no thãke noꝛ mete though J ſholdeſterug 
In court ſhall men fynde yet manypaynes mo 
Dante (hall I touche / lett all the other go 
Bytauſe that of (lepynge was our fyꝛſt cẽ monynge 
Here nowe what paynes haue couttets in ſlepynge 
They oktentyme ſlepe / full wꝛetchedly in payne 
And lay all the nyght / foꝛth in tolde wynd à tarne 
Domtyme in bare ſtrawe / on boꝛdes groũ de oꝛ ſtonys 
Tyll bothe theyꝛ ſydes ake and all theyꝛ bonys 
And whan that one ſyde aketh and is wery 
Than tourtne the other / lo here a remedy 
Ot ellys muſt he ryſe and walke hymlelfe a ſpace 
Tyli tyme his ioyntes be ſatitd in they: place 
But pf it ſoꝛtune thou lye within ſome towne 
In bedof fethers / oz ellys of eaſy downe 
Than make the redy / foꝛ flyes and foꝛ gnattys 
Foz lyſe foz lleas/punayſys myſe t᷑ tattys 
- Theſeſhal with bytynge / with ſtynkynge dynX ſolide 
Make p woꝛs ealment/than yt thou lay on graũde 
And neuer in the court (ſhalt thou haue bedalone 
Saue whan thou wol deſt mooſt gladiy lye w one 
Thy ſhetys ſhall be onclene/ tagged and rent 
Lothly vnto ſyght / but lothlyer to ſent 
In whyche ſome other / departyd late befoze 


Ok the peſtylence / oz of ſome other a | 


Suche a bedfelawe men ſhall tothe aſſyqne 

That it were better to llepe amonge the ſwyne 
So fowleand ſcabyd of harde pymples ſo thyn 

That a man myght grate hard eruſtes on his (km 
And all the uyght longe ſhall he his ſydys grate 

Better lay on ground / than lay with ſuche a mate 
One coughyth ſo faſte / another bꝛeth doth ſtynke 
Tdhat durynge ÿ nyght / ſa ant mayſt gett a wynke 
Somtyme a leper/is iygned to thy bed 
Oi! with other ſoꝛe /one grenoully beſted 

Somtyme thy bedfelawe is colder than is vie 

To hym than he dꝛawith / thy clothys withs tryſe 
But pk he be hote / by feuers than ſhall he 
Caſt all the clothys /a couexlet on the 
Other is thy felawe al way to the greuous 

Oz els thou to hym art alway tedyous 
Ind lomtyme theſe courters / them moꝛe to intomber 

Slepe all in one chamber / nere twenty in nomber 
Than it is great (ozowe-foz to abyde they (howt 

Some fert ſome flyngyth-# other ſnoꝛt # rowt 
Some boke x (ame bable / ſome comyth d2onke to bed 

Some b:awle# ſoe Jangel whã they be becltly fed 
Some laughe # ſome crye / ethe man wyl haue his wyl 
Some ſpue # fome pyſle-nat one of them is til 
Neuer be theyſtyll tyllmyddes of the nyght 

And than ſome bzawlyth# foz they; beddes fyght 
Ind okt art thou ſygned to loge nere the ſtable 


Than there ſhalt thou here of raſcoides a rable 
Somtyme (halt than here / how they e che other (myte 
The nyenge of hozſes- how eche other byte 
Neuer ſhall thou knowe thy lodgynge oꝛ thyneſt 
Tyll all thy betters/be ſadled x at reſt 
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In ynnes be ſtraungers / and geſtys many one 
Ok courters lyues / make there concluſyon 
And where they be knouen of neythet man noꝛ wyfe 
Okt tymes courters / there ende theyꝛ w2etchyd lyt 
Chan (hall the hoſteler be theyz crecutour 
Oꝛ luche other rybaude (hail/ that was his deuour 
Man ynge the tapſtet / comyth gay a feat 
His ſhert / his doublet oz bonet to excheat 
Foz fleſſhe that he bought x paydnoughtthcrfoze 
Thmtsſheertreme-foz he ſhall come no moꝛe 
Buta comon in/yt᷑ that thou lodge oꝛ lye 
Thou neuer canſt lay vp/thy gete ſo pzruely 
But other it ts ſtolne- 02 chaungyd with a thought 
And for a good / thou haſt a thynge of nought 
Foz ſome att ant theuys/ſhall in thy chambet lye 
And whyle thou ſlepyſt / they ryle (hall pꝛruelp 
Allyf thou thy powche vnder thy pylowe lay 
Some one crafty lercher-therat ſhall haue aſſay 
Baudes and bꝛethels / i flaterynge tapſtres 
Joglers # pypets and ſcoꝛfy waferers 
Flaterets a hoſtlers/and other of this ſecte 
Ir bei in thy chambꝛe / chattynge with none effect 
With bꝛawlynge they entre fpzit padrant ot thy plap 
That nought maxlt Þ here what wyſer men do ſay 
Suche is they: (howtynge ſcantly ma ſt thou here 
The lectete folowe / whiche by thy ſyde is nete 
But tutall flymmers /a ot het of our ſozt 
Unto thy lodgynge / oꝛ court whanthey reſozte 
They chat they babyll- and all / but of the n ombe 
Woze pert a moꝛe pcuiſſhe th ther u old be at heme 
Though thou wol de lle pe indutyr ge all the ny ght 
Some linge / lome mozne-theyz lẽman out ol i ꝗht 
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Some ſynge of Belly / x ſome of Rane oz kate 
Namelywhan lycour dyſtourbed hath the pate 

Che bꝛotell boteman / and wzetchyd labozer 
Celle nat to ſynge / be vytaple neuer ſo dert 

noho can with ſuche haue quietnes oz reſt 
But yk thou with ſlepe / at laſt be oppꝛeſt 

And that ſoꝛe labours/to ſlepe the conſtrayne 

* Rumour the rayſythx wakenydagayne 

On moꝛnynge whan thou myght lepe mooſt quietly 
Than muſt thou aryſe there is noremedp 

Foz what tyme thy lozde vnto his hoꝛs is pꝛeſt 
Than 2 er n 

0 ; 

¶ Aow Coꝛnit J K that with a bꝛawlynge wyfe 
Better were to byde / contynuynge my iyfe 

Ind to here chyldꝛen cryenge on euery (ye 
Than —_— the court this/clamour toabyde 

oꝛnir. 

¶ No dout Coꝛidon / but here moze myſery = 
Whiche in theyz lodgynge / haue courters commonly 

Men muſt wyn the marſhall / oz ellys hetbegere 
With pꝛyte oꝛ w pꝛayet els muſt thou ſtande arere 


Ind rewarde they: knauys / muſt thou yt thon be able 


Foꝛ to nſſygne the/a lodgynge tolerable 
Ind though they pꝛomyſe yet ſhal they nought fulfyll 

But poynte the place-nothrngeafterthy wyll 
Othernerea pꝛeuey /a (table oz aſynke 

Foꝛ (ent x foꝛ clamour where Þ can haue no wynke 
Afterthy reward: theyſhall the ſo manace 

Chat malgre thy tethe thou muſt reſigne thy place 
Ind that to ſome one whiche is thy ennemp 

pf they be pleaſed there is no remedy 


oro wa 
0 x eto nys Fonozable 
As tothe marlhall/0; yet the herbeger 
Oꝛ gentyll perſonys/whiche vnto them be nett 
But this is a werke /a trouble and great payne 
Donityme mult thou ſtoupe / vnto a rude vyllaꝑne 
Callynge hym mayſter/and oft clawe his hande - 
All yt thou wolde ie hymwawer in a bande 
Foz yf thou lyue in coutt / mult rewarde this table 
Cokes # ſcol ons / and fermers of the ſtable 
Butlers butchers/pꝛouenders a bakers 
Doꝛters and powlers /a (pecyallyfalſc takers 
On theſe e all lytze / ſpare muſt thou none expence 
But mekely with mede / bye there beneuolence 
But namely of all / it is a greuous payne 
To abyde the poꝛter / yt he be a vyllayne 
How oftentymes (ſhall he the yatys cloſe 
Agaynſt thy ſtomake-thy foꝛhede oꝛ thy noſe 
Dow oftentymes / whan thy one fote is in 
Shall he by malyte / out thzuſt the be thy chyn 
Somtyme his fader / ſomtyme his clubbyſſhe fete 
Shall dꝛyue Þ backewarde / tourne » to the ſtrete 
What he the ſayth / commynge yt he ſyt 
How oktentymes (hall he the yatys (hyt 
ſo: very pleaſour and iope of thy cõmynge 
The yatys hecloſyth / lo here a pleaſant thynge 
All yt thou haſt / well rewarded hym befoze 
Without thou ſtandeſt / in rayne # tempeſt ſoꝛe 
Ind in the meane tyme /a taſcolde oꝛ vylayne 
Shall neuer whyle thou art bathyd in the ta ynt 
Somtyme the pozter his malyte (hall excuſe 
And ſay vntothe/thy labour to abule 


That other is the lozde-a ſlepe oꝛ in councell 
Than loſt 225 mo myllpent is thytrauapll | 
02 
C Of our pore howles-men oone maphontwe the grn 
Do at our plealour/wemay go out and in 
It courtys be ſuche /me thynketh without dout 
They belt be at eas whiche ſo remayne without 
Foz better be without / wete to the ſayn withrayne 
Than euer in court à lxue in endies payne 
Foꝛ yf hell patys / dyd nat ſtyll open gape 
Tha wꝛetchyd ſowles / great tourmet ſhol de eſcape 
Ryght ſo/ yt the court were cloſe contynuallyß 
Some men ſholde eſcape greate payne # myſetx 
But Coꝛnix pꝛocede / tell on ot courters care h 
CLoznir. a 
dell ſayd Toꝛidon / god geuꝛ the well to farte 
Now wolde J ſpeke of panes of the ware 
But that me thynkyth is beſt foꝛ to dyffarre 
Fo: yt thy loꝛde in batayle haue delyte 
Tolucthe watre / be paynysinfynyte 
Foꝛ whyle he warryth / thou mayſt nat abyde at home 
Thy luſt to cherrſ:he-x pleaſour of thy wombe 
To ſue an army/than haſt thou wꝛetchyd payne 
Of col de oꝛ of heat / ot thꝛuſt hunger t tayne 
And mo other paynes than J wyll ſpecyfy 
Foz nought is in warret᷑ate/ſaue cate and myſery 
Murder and myſchefe / tapyns a cowardyſe | 
Oꝛels cruelte- there reygnethnought but vyce 
nohiche here to recounte / were longex tedyous 
And to our purpoſe in part contraryous 
Therfo:e let pas / the warrys myſery 
The d2cdefull daungers / wzetchydpenury |. 


Andof theſe Cytees/talke we a woꝛdoꝛ twarne 

In whichenoman can lyue auoyde of payne 
Foz whether ſo euer the court remoue oz flytt 

All the veracyons-remouc al way with it 
It thou foz ſolace into the towne relozte 
woch r the ec ng: e hall jane dyſdo 

a d ne rne 

It thou be beſy/ the club ſhall do the payne. 
There benowe cuſtoms / and actys in lyke wyſe 
None mayſt thau ſcoꝛne / noꝛ none of them deſpyſc 
Than muſt thou eche day begyn to lyue on ne we 
As fo in Cytees J wyll no moꝛe remayne 

But tourne my talkynge / now to the coutt agayne 
After of this may we / haue comunycacyon 

Ok Cytezyns / and of theyꝛ veracyon 
Whether that thy loꝛ de ſyt/oꝛ vet ſtande erect 

Styll mayſt thou ſtande/oꝛ els ſhall thou be chect 
Chy head and legges ſhall fynde no reſt no2 cas 

If thou in court intende alway to pleas 
Okt muſt thou becke/ſtyll ſtande andeuer bare 
To woꝛs than thy ſelfe-whiche is a papne ⁊ care 
What ſhall I comon/the penſyfnes and payne 

Ok courtets/oꝛ they/theyꝛ wagys can obtayne 
Howe moche wd howe moche abatynge 
— Wuſtcourters ſuſſet / and manyfolde checkynge 
Neuer haſt thou the hole ſomtyme ſhall they abate 
Pz els ſhall the day/ of parment be to late 
From Nobert to Johfi /ſomtyme they Hall the ſende 

And than none ok bothe / to pap the / may entende 
From poſt vnto pyllet /toſſyd (hall thou be 
Scoꝛned and blynded / with fra wde and ſubtylte 
Some mayſt thou beholde / ighynge foꝛ great ſoꝛowe 


P2aynge godto ſende the payer an euyll hap 
Foz where he rekened-foz toreceyue a pounde 
Skant hath he halfe / ſuche checkes be there founde 
Neuer ſhall the courtet reteyue hole ſalary | 
Except that he rewarde /the payerpzyuely 
Whan nede conſtraynyth ſomwhat to haue befoꝛe 
He gladly receyueth/a doſeyn foz a ſcoze 
Neuer canſt thou make / thy couenaunt ſa clere 
But that the payer (hall bꝛynge the far atcre 
Ill yt thou ryght well/thy couenaunt fulfyll 
It ſhall the payer / interpꝛete at his wyll 
Foz all that blynde ſozt / ax chokyd with auaryſe 
As cratchers of coyne/enſewynge touetyſe 
But ſomwhat tolpeke-of thynges neceſſary 
Theſe do all couttets/cates multyply 
Nowe foꝛ one thynge they labour toobtayne 
Nowe foꝛ anothet / and often all in vayne 
And though theyꝛ aſkynge de neytherryghtne iuſt 
pet neuer ſtynt they / tyll they haue had they: luſt 
But yk it foꝛtune / theyꝛ pꝛayer a thepꝛ coſtt 
Be ſpent all in vapne / than is they: tea ſon loſte 
Than lurke they in coꝛnets foz a month oꝛ twayne 
X oz wo that thepꝛ labour andpzayer was in vane 
Soine with theyꝛ pꝛyntes /o ſtandeth in fauour 
That they mayauance they: kynredto honour 
But than is theyꝛ kynred ſo bad of gouernance 
That all pf they mar /thep dart nat them auante 
But how be it they durſt / they dzedeof woꝛldly (ſhame 


O2 ft of god/02ellys they2 pꝛinces blau. 
; Cozidon 


| oꝛidon. 
¶ Now doutles Coznir-that man is moche onwyſe 
Whiche lyftyth folys vnwoꝛthyto offyce 
But oft tyme fauour and catnall affect yon 
Abulyth 15 nn dylcreſlyon 
oꝛnir. | 
C If thou had muſpd a pere foꝛ this onclauſe 
Thou coude nat a ſayed / moꝛe pꝛofytely the cauſe 
Belyde this / Coꝛidon fewe by the loꝛde aboue 
Haue of theſe courters/true ſure # perfyteloue 
Foz Codꝛus tolde me / what w2ytyth yſocrate 
That all theſe pꝛyntes and euery great cſtate 
In louynge regarde / no vertue noꝛ pzudence 
None loue they / but of ſome haſty violence 
without auyſement / without dyſcrecyon 
Suche loue oft pꝛouyth faynt at concluſron 
But pk they lone any they loue hym nat as frynde 
Bytwene lyke a lyke / beſt frendſhyp (hall we fynde 
Foz trulygteat loꝛdes / loue ſuche men with delyte 
By them whan they take ſome plea ſout oz pꝛot ytc 
As they loue hoꝛſys / dogges ⁊ mo ſuche 
What ſayd J. J lye-they loue them nat fo moche 
Mone loue they a hozs oꝛ dogge thana man 
Aſtze ol Minalcas the trouthe declare he can 
Foz comonlv as ſone as any man is deade 
Another is (one redy-fo2 to fulfpll his ſtede 
With mede x with pꝛaper / his place is derely bought 
Do okt hane pzynces they: leruyce clere foz nought 
But than pk it foztune/a dogge oꝛ hozs to dye 
is place to fult̃yll / anothet mult they bye 


vrt lytell hau A (ayd/wozs in the court they fare 


O.: 


Nat onely thy loꝛde ſhall foz thydeth nought care 
Foꝛ thy longe ſetuyte / oft ſhall he wyſſhe the dede 
Dauche is in court / thylalayꝛe and thy mede 
Other foꝛ thy ſeruyce/longe and contynuall 

Thou halt of thy loꝛde / receyue nought at all 
Ind whan thou arte dead with ſhozt concluſyon 

Than qnite is thy ſeruyce / and oblygac yon 
Ind oft (hall thy loꝛde ſound ſwete ly koꝛth this A 

A that this man / ſo ſone is gone a wap 
pt he had lyued longer / a (mall ſeaſon 

I ſholde haue put hym to great pꝛomocyon 
O! els yk thy lozde-hath well rewardydthe 

That thou haſt lynelod-x ryches in plente 
Than yt thou dye / byleue me foꝛ certayne - 

Suerly truſtyth/foꝛ tohaue all agayne 
Scant any ryche man by deth hence now ſhall fare 

But that ſome great loꝛde wyll loke to be his hep2e 
4A Coꝛidon. 
¶ That is no leaſynge / but pꝛouydoften trewe 

That cauſyd wydows / oftymes ſoꝛe to rewe 
But this hath ben ſene / foꝛſothe and tuer (hall 

That the greater fyſſhe deuoureth vp the mall 

(Coꝛmr. 
¶ I trghtttrueerample/mate Coꝛidon doutles 

Do myghty tulers / the h mple folke oppꝛes 
Zut what care in court is/now heve my Cozidon 

Concernynge thy loꝛde / oꝛ mayſters owne 
Of pꝛyntes oꝛ comons thou fyndeſt ſeldome tyme 
One pꝛokytely goodx ſpottyd withnocryme 
Foꝛ ali ſuche thynges as ſeldome tyme befall 

Tully was wont the monſt res foz to call 
Than isa goodman-moze monſter in dede 0 


— 


Than is a wether hauynge a dowble head 
And in lytze wyſe / teherlyth Luucnall 


That yt a man wolde ſeke ouer the woꝛlde all 
So many good man vnetys fyndc ſholde he 
As there be vates / in Thebes the Cyte 
Chat is to ſay vnder the copof heuen 
Ot part᷑yte good men / lcant (hall a man fynde ſeuen 
And holy ſctypture / yet ipekethmoze ſtraytiy 
Is ſhepherd Dauid / dothclerlyteſtefy 
De ſayd out loꝛde behol dynge on mankynde 
Cou de kant one good / iu all the woꝛlde fynde 
Scripture recoꝛdety / ſuche cauſes many one 
Tyat men be ſynners/ a god in good alone 
(Coꝛidon. 
C:Ohannow inati Coꝛnix / Jygh man god auowe 
Thou halt tn ſome frerys boſome bene J trowe 
And lpoyled ſome patche of his pꝛechement 
Talke of the court/lauc this in ltoze fog lent 
| CToznr. | 
C Do was mypurpos thou nedyſt nought obiect 
Of our fyꝛſt purpos theſe woꝛdes haue effect 
I tolde the bel oꝛe / by good auctoꝛyte 
How bothe the poetis/ and oꝛatouts agre 
Td holy ſcrypturt / that fe we men be partyte 
But bad in nomber / be truly infenyte 
So yf thy mapſter be bav# woꝛthy blame 
Than art thou ioꝛy/ot᷑ his dyſhoneſt name 
Thy loꝛdys vyc es / and lyuyn ge neglygent 
Shall greue thyſtomake pt thou be innocent 
It greuyththe- yt he be couetous oz har de 
Bycaule he darnyth / thy labour to rewarde 


And foz many thynges/fapyle by his negiygence 


Ind fall to tuyne foꝛ ſparynge of erpence 
IJgapne pt thy loꝛde / be fre ⁊ lyberall 

Alwaythou fyꝛyſt leſt othet men haue all 
Dis pꝛodygall hand/ oft verith ſoꝛe thy harte 

Leit at the endynge / nought (hall come to thy parte 
Ind leſt his treaſour / in foly fo he ſpende 

That no thynge remapyne to helpe hym at the ende 
But yk he be gyuen / to wꝛath and cruelte 

Thou feateſt leſt he cage / agayne thy kyn oꝛ the 
It he be meke mylde and ſober / thou art ſoꝛp 

Foꝛ he nat teuengyth / eche hurt and iniury 
And yt he be harde / than dꝛedeſt thou daunget 

Whan he pꝛotedyth than ſtandeſt thou arere 
If he be coward / than haſt thou great enuy 
Agayne his foes / foꝛ they contynually 
Dyſtroy his londys and (oze his name dyſtayne 

Whan he foꝛ dꝛede / dare no thynge do agayne 
If he vſe chattynge a oftyn be talzynge 28 

Well thou perceyueſt pwhyle his tonge is walkyng 
His pꝛyue councell he oftyn dothe detect 

nd moche he ſpekyth / whiche is of none effect 
Ik he be ſecrete andſtyll as one in ſlepe 

Thou ſayſt he douteth / that none can countell kepe 
And the ſuſpectyth as moche as other mo 

Than art thou greuyd and full of cate t wo 
If he loue wynes tt thou feateſt dꝛonkenes 

It he hate wynes a thou blameſt his ſadnes 
Ind to his body thou counteſt hym nygarde 

Bycaule he wol de kepe his howſholde ỹ moꝛe harde 
To venus actis / yt he to moche aply 

Thou ſayſt he to many doth hurt and iniuty 
If he hate wymen / a lle theyz pleaſour than 


* 


Bothe thou and other reputeſt hym no man 
With fewe men / yf he bie kamplyaryte 

Thou art dyſpleaſydot᷑ them yt thou nat be 
It᷑ he be comon / to all indyfferent 


T ban is thy mynde in lyke wyſe dyſcontent 
Bycaule he loueth kamyl yer to 
To euer perſone / as greatly as with the 
But yk that thy pꝛynce be good and thou be nought 
Thi art thou tnlyke wyſe ſoꝛe verid in thy thought 
Leſt that he ſlhoꝛtly / thy ieruyte may dyſpyſe 
By caule he nat lyuyth / after thy lewde gyſe 
But yk bothe be good and of all vyces clene 
Whiche is a thynge that ſeldome tyme is (ene 
Chan moneſt thou-foz that he is nat fortunate 
As he is oꝛdeyned / and after his eſtate 
Thy hart and mynde all thou to hym incl yne 
That all his troubles and payne (hall be thrne 
Koz this without dout / J tell the Cozidon 
That no father is ſo tender ouerhis (on 
As is a good ſeruaunt / dylygent and true 
Vnto a noble pzynce ende wed with vertue 
Ind all yf good foꝛtune to hym be fauourable 
net ſtyll thou dꝛedeſt / bytawie it is vnſtable 
Thus neuer ſhalt thou ſleape in peas# quietnes 
But whan thou wakeſt thy ceſt is moche les 
( Coꝛidon. 
¶ By cauſe thou recounteſt/of thy ſydelyte 
Olk mayſters and men / whiche loueth honeſte 
Now I temember the lhepherde ol the fen 
And what care foz hym demeanyd all his men 
And ſhepherd Moꝛton / whan he durſt nat apete 
How his olde leruautys were careful ot they chere 


/ 


— 


—— 


3 | | 


Inp payne and pleaſout/theykept fydelyte 
Toll grace ag une / haue Hymn auctozyte 
T Thu his olde fauour-dyd them agayne reſtoꝛe 
Togreatter plca:our/than they had payne befoꝛe 

Cl ugh 0; a ſeaſon/tuis hepherde bod: a blaſt 

Ti? gceattyſt o undes / yet ilauvth at the laſt 
Ind at coneluſpon /he and his flocke certayne 

Sche true to othet / dydquyetiy remayne 
My harte ſoꝛe mouineth / whan I mult lpeeyfy 

Ot the gentyil Coke / whiche lange lo merely 
He and his flocke / were lytze an vnyon 

Contoyned in one without dyſcencron 
All the fapꝛe Cokes / whiche in his dayes crewe 

whan dethe hym touched / dyd his departynge rewe 
Th: pꝛety plays / be hym made in the fen 

The maydes wydowes / the wynes and the men 
With dedely dolour / were perſyd to the harte 

uo han dethe conſttapned / this ſhepherde to departe 
Coꝛue/graſſ ⁊teldes/mournyd foꝛ wo + payne 

fot oft his pꝛayer / foꝛ them obtayned tayne 
T he plyaſant floutes / foꝛ wo fadyd echone 

Whau they percerued this ſhepherde ded and gone 
The okys elmys / and euety ſoꝛte of dete 

Sh ꝛonke vnder ſhadowe / abatynge all they: chere 
Ty myghty wallys of Ely monaſtary 

The ſtonys / rockes and towꝛes temblably 
Theinarbpil pylters andy mages cchone 

Dwet al foꝛ ſoꝛowe wha this good cocke was gone 
Though he of ſtatute/ were tumble wenke 2 leane 

His mynde was hre / his j uynge pute andclene 

Wh te other tedyth / by beeſty appetyte 

On heuenly fode was all his holt delyte 


Indſhoztly after this Cock was dede and gone 
The ſhepherde Roger / coude nat byde longe alone 
But ſhoztly after / fals deth ſtole hym away 
His woꝛthy re poꝛte yet lrueth tyil this day ' 
Wha ſhepe ware ſcabbyd this good ſhepherd was farne 
Withealy laluys they: ſoꝛe to cute agayne 
He nought pꝛetendyd / noꝛ (ſhewedof tygour 
No: was no wolke / poꝛe lambes to deuour 
han buſſhe oꝛ brambl ys pellyd the (hepys ſkayn 
Than had he pyte / and kept them cloſe within 
Oz in newe llecys / dyd tenderly them lap 
And with his ſcyꝛtys dyd oftenty me them hap 
han he departed/ his flocke foꝛ wo was faynt 
The fol des ſounded / with dolour and complaynt 
So that theyꝛ clamout and crye belpzed the yle 
His dede was mourned from Elp foꝛty myle 
Thcſc woꝛthy herdys and many other mo 
were withtheyꝛ wethers / in lone conioyne d ſo 
That moꝛt they cutyd by wyt and pacyence 
Than dꝛedfull Dꝛome can do with violence 
Therfoꝛe all hetdes / vnto the wolde J trowe 
S hol de lawd theyꝛ names yt wertue reigned nowe 
But iyth that conynge /d vertue nere be gone 
Nowe be theylawdyd foꝛſothe of fewe oꝛ none 
J let thy purpos to make concluſyon 
VUyte lyueth / vertue hath lyght oblyuyon 
But ſpeke on Coꝛnix/ pet is it longe to nyght 
My mynde to dyſclole / cauſeth my hert to be lyght 
(Coꝛnir. 
¶ To lav de theſe paſtours/wherfoze haſte thou del pte 


C In other ſhepherdys / to vertue toercyte 


Andother famous / doctouts many one 


¶ E oꝛnix. 

¶ Than be thy woꝛdys/no thynke myſpent in vayne 
But nowe to courtys wyll I tetoutne agayne 

And namely foz thou / haſt (pokyn of konnyge 
Me lyſt a lytle to comon of that thynge 

It is to clerkes great pleaſour cettaynly 
Indrecreacyon/to gyue them to ſtudy 

Ind ſome fynde pleaſour and recreacyon 
Ju ſeccete ſtu dy / and meditacyon 

To wꝛyteoꝛ to rede in placys lolytary 
Hole to the mulis/his reaſon to apply 

To tale with Plato / with Tully oz Utrgill 

With Ariſtotle / to comon at his wyll 


( Cozidon. 

w hat man all the longe paſt /be dede andgone 
Who wolde with ſuche deput comon oz talke | 
Togo whe be/ (hall fynde a wery walke 

Coꝛnix. 
¶ Though they be dede / alrue yetis theyꝛ name 
Theſe lawdes honout / theyꝛ hye repoztof fame 
So men deuyſeth/to ſpeke with them in dede 
s often as they they noble woꝛkes rede 
But as foꝛ courters/as well exly as late 
Be of this pleaſour-playne vtterly pzyuate 
Though they lyue ydle-theyz paynes intenyte 
To godly warkes / them graunteth no reſpyte 
Al way in clamout remayne they / and in pꝛeas 
And lewde aquayntance/wyll them no tyme releas 
But yk that they chole ſome ſeaſon ſecretly 
To ſome good ſtody / theyꝛ myndes to aply 
To wꝛpte oz to tede / anone ſome wzetche is fayne 


Ind gladthem to verxto dyſtoꝛbe agayne 
But yf all other / be abſent and at teſt 

Than neuer theyz chaber the kychyn clerke is pꝛeſt 
Jenglynge his counters chattynge hymſelfe alone 

Thus ſeke all coꝛners/quyet thou fyndeſt none 
Do muſt on delpyſe / thoſe noble ozatours 

The famous poetys and excellent doctours 
Indlyue amonge the auoyde of vertues all 

That rather a man tude beeſtys maythemcall 
Ok great eſtatys / there is a blynded toꝛt 

Whiche cauſe theyz fonys vntothecourt reſozt 
That they may in court theniſelte dayly frequent 

In lernynge vertue and maners excellent 
But bettet myght they ſay to lerne all malyce 

All curſed maners and euery bꝛaunche of vyce 
I's Pꝛyde dyldarneenuy #rybawdzy 

So be good maners infect with vyllayne 
Foꝛ (urely in courtes be men mooſt vicyous 
Suppoztynge vytes / to vertue contrarxous 
Dy (honeſt langage is countyd mooſt la wdable 

One boſteth baudꝛy / oꝛ glotony danmable 
No man thete / vauntyth hymeelte of honeſte 

Ok vertue maners of mercynoz Pyte 
But other he ioyeth of his myſcheuous lyfe 

To haue defyled/a virgin oꝛ a wyfe 
Onꝛ els to haue llayne / his fo oꝛ ennemy 

Oꝛ kraude cõmytted oꝛ crafty felony 
W hiche curſyd maners / youth ſooner doth inſue 

Than godly lyuynge oꝛ maners of vertue 
nohan youth in vyces hath fyred theyꝛ cowzage 

They by no meanys / ſhall leue the (ame in age 


Noz thyncke nat in coutt/to fynde a ponge ſirypelpnge 


A 


Chaſt/ſober-ſhamfaſt oz maners enſuynge 
All ſueth vyces / all ſue enoꝛmyte 
Suche be the dilcyples / as theyꝛ infourmers be 
Foz true is the clawſe-rcherſydof Therence 
That vouthe inclyned/thannamcly tooffence 
Whan a lewde mayſter/hym moued to inclyne 
By yll example to daunger and ruyne 
Foꝛ nature leuyth / to all enoꝛmyte 
W han men lo vleth whiche be in dignyte 
pouththynkcth la wfull x but a ioconde fyt 
Suche vyce as elders vſe dayly to cõmyt 
And as yonge bꝛaunches / ſone rote ⁊ putryfy 
So youth cozrupteth by vyces ſemblably 
( Coztdon. - 
¶ Be all yonge galandes / of theſe abuſyd ſoꝛt 
Whichein 25 age / vnto the court reſozte 
Coꝛnix. 
¶ who entryth the court / in ronge and tender age 
Are lyghtiy vlynded with folyand outrage 
But ſuche as entryth of wyte and grauyte 
Bowe nat ſo ſoone / to ſuche enoꝛmyte 
But oꝛ theyenter yf they haue lernyd nought 
A fterward is cõnyng ÿ leſte parte of theyꝛ thought 
In court it is countyd / vyce to haue ſciente 
And countyd foꝛ rebuke / foꝛ to haue cloquence 
Thus haue men connynge great heuxnes ⁊ payne 
Behol dynge themſelfe in court had in dx dayne 
Theyz wyt deſpyſed / Inmean tyme ſhall they ſe 
That greateſt maters trulyd/ Nap / marted be 
Of ſuche blynde folys/as can nat count noꝛ tell 
A ſcoꝛe ſaue twenty / pet moſt of all ſuche mell 
But meu vnlernyd ol in warde payne haue ſome 


than they beholde that to the court be come 
Men groundly lernyd / in latyne / cõmonynge 
The other hacken and vnderſtande no thynge 
Than ttulp it is / to them a greuous payne 
But neuertheles / of them haue they dyſdayne 
But lyuynge in court / and lleynge none offence 
What ſhall Jcomon what grutche of conlciencc 
Uereth the dayly ryght / mall is thy delyte 
Whan troubled conſcience / vnquieth doth the byde 
No papne is ſoꝛer / noꝛ greuouſet tourment 
Than to remember / and call to thyn intent 
Howe many vycys/ howe great enoꝛmyte 
1)ath the in thꝛaldom / and in captyuyte 
Thyne owne conſcience / is (tyll within thy bꝛeſt 
Is tourmentour / depꝛyuynge the of teſt 
with pꝛyuey ſcourges / and payne intollerable 
Liecountynge thy warkes and lytke abhominable 
Thou mayſt nat auoyde/ne fourme this enmy licrte 
Fle where the lyketh / he reſtyth in thy herte 
This is ot courters/the dedely touimentour 
With delperacyon / them ſek ynge to deuout 
Somtyme theyꝛ conſcience grutchy d is with gyle 
With theft / with murder / with lechery ſome whyle 
Though theyꝛ owne colcifce thus toutmẽt the w payn 
To the (ame offcuces retourne they yet agarne 
They colcrere grutchyng to cawſe of grutche they fal 
Thus ſtyll them tourment / the fut res infernall 
I mean remenbꝛaunce of manytolde offence 
Contynuall tourment / by grutche of colcience 
what (hall J tell the payne of lodeynce fear 
Whiche doth the myndes of courters okten dear 
Somtrme the lower be greuyd with thzeturnge 


Ind ſuffer paynes / whan they haue done no thynge 
Somtyme whyle the court is daunſynge in dylpozt 
O2 in other ſolace-th:y: hartys to confoꝛt 
I none cometh in /a ſoden nic ſſagere 
A flermynge truely / ſeme armyd foes nere 
Ind that ſame armey is nere at hande doutles 
Than tourneth ſolace to wo andh:uynes 
And whyle ſome pꝛynces / foꝛ plcaſourhawke oz hunt 
Suche fcrfull tydynges to here oft are thy wont 
| ( Coudon. 
¶ Suche kere ⁊ daunger doth happrn comonly 
DOnall degres with ſodayne tcopardy 
Foꝛ plowmen / ſhepherdes x Cytczyns alſo 
Be warte endureth / great domage / lol and wo 
| CComr. 
C Ill other ſoꝛtes ſomtyme muſt ſtande a farre 
But courtes muſt bʒ de all daunget of the warre 
Saue loſſe of goodes / foꝛ lome haue nought to lole 
But this wyll I leaue and tou tne to myputpole 
No gyt᷑tes is graunted-of god vnto niankynde 
Better than frendſhyp whs man it true may fynde 
But ouer all the court no man ſhall fynde noꝛ ſe 
True / ſtedfaſt / frendſhyp /noꝛ parfyte amyte 
Toꝛ iyth all courters foz mooſt part blynded be 
We.ith vicyous lyuynge and all enoꝛmyte 
They haue no ſtendſhyp / but conſpyzacyon *' 
And to domyſchefe / confederacyon 
Jo: patfyte frendſhyp is whan two men agre 
Oꝛ mo in woꝛkxnge ſome ded: of honeſte 
Sone courte rs be founde whicht ſome ingen rous 
Pꝛegnant of reaton wyſe ⁊ labozyous 
pet haue they but ſhadowe of vertuc aud goodues 


Ind nat ot vertues the playne ſygnes expꝛes 


Some ſeme lyberall / but they inſue rapyne 
Dome ſeme vetay chaſt / but they to ptyde inclyne 
Some lemeth humble / whiche viei h glotony 
And ſome kamplyer / whiche leane to lechery 
In none mayũ thou ſe one (parcle of vettue 
But twenty vytes / ſhall that one gyte inſue 
In ſuche a mean / full of inequyte 
Harde is to fynde one wozthy amyte 
But yk thou in court / ſome honeſt men awayte 
Than with great tulers / is he made in concept 
If he from conceyt / and out of fauaur be 
Thou mayſt nat with hym haue famylyatyte 
Somtyme ſhalt thou ſe uche dzawen to toutment 
As be thyftrendes / fawtles # innocent 
Andokt thyenmy / in many a faut culpable 
Thou ſhalt in the court ic hye ⁊ honoꝛable 
To le thy good frende / vyde dethe lo wꝛongfully 
To ſoꝛowe à nought ſay/is a great payne truly 
But yet foꝛ thy lyte/ſaynought be pacyent 
Nat only whyſper / leſt thou haue lyue toutment 
Connerſant nuiſt ttou be / with ſuche to thy payne 
Whiche hath thy fader / oz els thy bzoder llayne 
If thou be beſy / oꝛ ſquatyuge of langage 
Chou mayſt parauenture walke on» lame paſſage 
Indyf thou in court toryches ſo aſknde 
That thou mapſt reteyne-men on the to attende 


Some of thy ſeruauntys ſhalt thou oft tyme bcholde 
Lewdly dyſpolyd/ to vyces many folde 
Some ſhall be cheuy / lome dꝛonkener then (wyne 
Some ſhall loue bꝛawlynge / oz to lrenge incl)1iQ 
Some llowe ſome glotons / lome fall to N 
iii. 


Juontrymurder withother bella 
So mc be koꝛgetfuu/ ene — | 


Dorn: craftlesfoolrs-lome pozwd# negiygent 
It thou chaunge ſuppolynge / ſome better foꝛ to haue 


Thou voydeſt a lubberx haſt agapne a knaue 
Ind yf thou one with nes infect 
Than all the other (hall folowe the (ame fect ö 


Igayne yf thy ſelfe / de poꝛe anda ſeruaunt 
Thou ſhalt fynde thy mayſter tude raſſha ignotãt 
Alway complaynynge/Encuer weil content 
Okt alknge ſeruyte in paynge neglygent 
Ok ſpech luper llue / haſty a rygorous 
Enupous / dꝛonken / vnſtable / and couetous 
Thus ſeruaunt / mapſtet / gentylman / and vyllayne 
L yue all in court / with mylery x payne 
CCozidon. 
C Now truly Lozmir-thisis a wretchyd lyfe 
Uoyde of eee 11211 
('Comnlr. 
¶ Count all the rowmes-/and offyces echone 
And none (halt thu fynde / without veracyon 
What thynke the countell / whan p2yncys nat agre 
To they: aduyſement / ol mooſt veplyte [ 
What hauc chauncelers-of inwarde dyſpleaſour 
wha they: letters wzyryn to theyz pz vnces honout 
Foꝛ the comon well and lure vtylyte 
Can nat paſſe foꝛwarde/tyll they tranſpoſed be 
f rom good to ryght noughtcoꝛcupt foꝛ coꝛtect 
ui hat thynke controwlers whi they be dayly chetzt 
The tulers of court / vlſher and ſenelcall 
Trecſo:ers-/clerkes/x euery marſhall 
What payne hauetheſe-/echone in his offycs 


wWhan often rybatdes / them ſtlander # de yes 


Oꝛ ſome bolp body / hauynge but imat inſygit 
Controll theyz tountes /b the neuer ſo ryght 
What payne haue chapieyns / controlled in teruyte 
And Ppyiicians / whan ſome they: arte deſpyie 
What knyghtes / trumpetters / and ſodyours comonly 
Whan treſozes/they2 wages doth deny 
what payne hauecokys which (kat may ſeth ther befe 
_ Wrthout ſome rebutze /a checke oz a reprefe 
Coꝛidon ui court/no rownm is truſt thou me 
But that is wꝛappyd / in great aduerſyte 
But bꝛefe to ſap all / and make concluſyon 
Ryght wyſmen ſufkreth great trybulacyon 
The heuynly pleaſour/to purchace ⁊ obtayne 
Moꝛe (uffrethcourters to purchace endles payne 
Imell nat with them / whiche of necellyte 
Agayne they pleaiout / muſt in the courtys be 
Is be(y luters to putchace dꝛoyt andryght 
Which wolde be thẽte / ryght gladly yt they myght 
¶ Coꝛidon. 
¶ Byleue my Coꝛnix/thou tourned haſt my mynde 
Farwell all couttynge / adie w pleaſout onkynde 
Thou playne haſt pꝛouyd / that all they foolys be 
Whiche folowe the court / ſekynge captruyte 
Ind myght els where / an honeſt lyte purchace 
Haupnge 2 and moderate lol ace 
oꝛnix. | 
¶ Thanlettaliſhpherdes/fromhensto Salyſbery 
wWitheaſy ryches lyue well/laughe and be mery 
Pype vnder ſhadows / vnall ryches bath mooſt reſt 
In greateſt ſees mooſt ſoꝛeſt is tempeſt 
Che court is noughtels/but a tempeſtous l 


——ũ—— —— 
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Anoydethe rockes be ruled akter me ; 
There is moꝛe daunger-/than is vpon the londe 
As (walows-/rocaes/tempeſt and quicke ſonde 
Mere maydes ſyngrnge / abulynge with theyz ſonge 
Caribdis / Dylla/and ſandy bankes lenge 
In — — ——— —— 
o lune yonge folys ignoꝛant 
what (hepherde loueth peas and tranquilyte 
O: reſt requireth to lyue in vnyte 
Swete peas ot hert / who euer doth require 
Ot helthok his ſowle / yt any man deſyꝛe 
Fle from the court / lle from the court I cry 
Fic pꝛowd beggery / and lolemmyſery 
To: there is no reſt / noꝛ godly exercyſe 
Noloue of vettu but vie of eucry vyce 
Is auatyce/luſt / and beeſtlyglotony 
Cruelte / malyte / ambicyon / and enuy 
But namely Menus / oꝛ luſt venecall 
To hyꝛ vyleactys /playnly ſubdueth all 
Upon whiche vyces / who fyreth his entent 
Hymlelfe to defende / hath he no argument 
But that of all men wyſe / honeſt and laudable 
He ſhall be conuyct of lyuynge tepꝛouable 
IJnaturall fole-of teaton dull ⁊ tude 
Pꝛoface 8 J here conclude 
02idon. 8 
C Conclude mote thy Iyfe in bleſſxdſtate of grace 
Myn owne herte Coznir-foz this thy good ſolace 
But halt thou touched /all hole andparfytly 
Of cautt ⁊ coutters / the payne ⁊ myſery 


( Coꝛnix. 
¶ Nap nayCoꝛidon / I tolde the ſo be koꝛe 


Moche haue J tolde behynde is moche moꝛe 
Cheyꝛ inwarde crymys / vyte abhomynabie 
They: outwarderagynge in ſynnes deteſtable 
They theft and faudes / and theyꝛ ertozeyon = 
Andok myllyuets theyꝛ ſuppoztacyon 
Theyꝛ dayly murder / and foꝛſynge of women 


Auoutry inceſt / and foznycacyon 
Andot good virgins / the dcflozacyon 
Theſe and ſuche lyke date I nat playnly towche 
X 02 all theſe eroſſes and ipluet in my powche 
( Coꝛidon. 
¶ Than haſte N. hence / the ſonne is nere at reſt 
Coꝛnix. 
¶ Take vpthy baggage my matte / that now is beſt 
C Coudon, 
C But tell me Toꝛuix one thynge oꝛ we departe 
On what manet lyfe is beſt to ſet my harte 
In court is combꝛance/care / payne and myſery 
And here is tnuy/yll wyll and penuty 
¶ Coꝛnix. 
C Duffrance ouercommeth all malyce at the laſt 
Werke is that tre/whiche can nat abyde a blaſt 
But here now my councell I byde the fynally 
L vue ſtyll aſhepherde foꝛ playniyſo wyll J 
¶ Coꝛidon. 
C That I ſhall Coꝛnix / thy good countell fulfyl] 
To dxe a „ eee wyll 
Coꝛnir. 
¶ So do / oꝛ after thou often ſhall repente 
Po2ely!e is ſureſt / the court is but tourment 
( Coꝛidon. 


Ftaudynge of virgins / pyllynge of ſymple men 
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C Idicw ſwete Coꝛnir / der artynge is a payne 
But inyꝛthe tren: weh / u han leur ts mete agarne. 
C3 lizlfs 


¶ Thusend: th the thyꝛde and laſt egloge 
of the myſery of court and courtets / 
Coinpoled by Alexander Bar= 
clay pꝛeſte in his 
volithe.“. 
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¶ The pꝛologe of the fourthe Eglog 
of Alexander Barcley. 


Odꝛus a ſhepherde / luſty gaye and ſtout 
Sat w his wethers at paſture roũde about 
And pooze Mpnalcas / with ewes ſcarſe fouttene 
Sat ſadly mulyng / in ſhadowe on the grene 
his luſty Codꝛus / was cloked fo2 the rayne 
And double decked / with hoodes one oz twapne 


He had apautuner / with purſes manpfolde 
And ſutely lyned / with ſyluer and with golde 
Within his wallet/ were meates good and fyne 
Bothe ſtoꝛe and plentie had he of ale and wyne 
Suche fulſome paſtute / made hym a double chynne 
His furred myttans / were ok a curres ſkynne 
Nothyng he wanted / longyng to clothe and fode 
But by no meane / wolde he departe with gode 
Somtyme this Codꝛus / dyde vnder ſhado we lye 
wyde opyn pippng and gapyng on the (kye 
Somtyme he daunced / and hobbled lyke a beate 
Somtyme he pꝛied / howe he became his geare 
De lept / he long / and ranne to pꝛoue his might 
whan purſe is heup oftyme the hert is lyght 


But though this Codꝛus / had ſtoꝛe pnough of gode 


He wanted wyldome foꝛ nought he vnderſtode 
Saue woꝛldely pꝛactice his treaſure foꝛ to ſtoꝛe 
Howe euer it came / ſmall foꝛce made he therkoꝛe 
On the other ſyde the pooꝛe Mpnalcas lay 
With empty bellp / and ſymple pooze aray 
yet coude he pype and fynger well a dꝛone 
But ſour is miſyke / whan men foz hungre grone 
Codꝛus had richeſſe / Mynalcas had conyng 
Foꝛ god nat gpueth / to one man every thyng 
It laſt this Codꝛus / eſpped Mpnalcas 
And ſoone he knewe / what maner man he was 
Fo: olde aquapntance / bytwene them erſt had ben 
Long tyvme befoꝛe / they mette bpon the grene 
Ind therfoze Codꝛus / downe boldely by hym ſatte 
Ind in this maner / with hym began to chatte. 


¶ Finis pꝛologe. 


C Derebegynneth the fourthe Eglogge / of thebe⸗ 


hauour of tiche men anenſt poetes inter 
locutours / be Codꝛus and | 
Wpnalcas, 


haple mynalcas / now be mp fapth well met 
Lowe Jeſu mercp / what troubles dyd p let 


Che. iili.eg. a. li. | 
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That this long ſeaſon none coude the here eſpy 
With vs was thou wont to ſyng full merely 
Ind to lye pipyng okte tyme among the floucrs 
What tyme thy beſtes / were fedyng among oures 
In thele colde valeys / we two were wont to bourde 
And in theſe ſhadowes / talke many a mery woꝛde 
Ind ofte were we wont / to wꝛaſtell foꝛ a fall 
But nowe thou dꝛoupeſſ / and haſt foꝛ gotten all 
Here was thou wont / [wete balades to ſyng 
Of ſong and dytie / as it were foꝛ a kyng 
Ind of gay maters / to ſyng and to endyte 
But no we thy courage is gone / and thy delyte 
Truſt me Mynalcas / nowe plapnly I eſpy 
That thou arte wety / ot ſhepherdes company 
And that all pleaſure / thou ſemeſt to diſpyſe 
Lothyng our paſture / and feldes in lykewiſe 
Thou fleeſt ſolace and euery mery fytte 
Leſyng thy tyme / and ſoꝛe huttyng thy wytte 
In ſlouthe thou lombziſt/ as burped were thy long 
Thy pppe is bꝛoken / oꝛ ſomwhat els is wrong. 
¶ Mypnalcas. 
¶ what tyme the cocke crowes kethers mout T fall 
From ſight ſhe lurketh / her long is gone withall 
Whan backe is bare / and purſe of copne is lyght 
The wytte is dulled and reaſon hath no might 
A due endityng / whan gone is lyberte 
Enuy to muſes is wꝛetched pouerte 


what tyme a knight / is ſubget to a knaue * | 


To iuſt oz tourney) (mall pleaſute ſhall he baue. 
¶ Codꝛus. 
¶ what / no man the kepeth here in captiupte 
Ind buſy labour ſubdueth poucrte 


Ind oftets it bettet / and moche ſurer alſo 
As ſubget to obe / than at frewyll to go 
As by enſample / beholde a wanton colt | 
Jnragyng pouthe / lepeth ouer hyll and hol 
But whyle heſkippeth/ at pleaſure and at wyll 
Oktyme dothe he fall / in daunger foꝛ to ſpyll 
Somtyme on ſtubbes / his hofes ſoꝛe he teares 
Oꝛ falles in the mudde / bothe ouer heed and eates 
Somtyme all the night / abꝛode in hayle oz rapne 
And ofte among bꝛeres / tangled by the mapne 
And other peryls / he (uffreth infynite 
So mengled with ſoꝛowe is pleaſure and delyte 
But if the lame colte / be bꝛoken at the laſt 
His ſytter ruleth/ and hym refrayneth faſt 
The ſpurre him pꝛicketh / the bꝛidell dothe him holde 
That he can nat pꝛaũce at plealute whey he wolde 
The ryder hym ruleth / and ſaueth from dangere 
By whiche example / Mpnalcas it is clere 
That frewyll is ſubget / to inconuenyencte 
where by ſubgect/ on / man voydeth great offence 
Foꝛ man of hym ſelfe / is very fraple certapne 
But ofte a ruler i his folſy dothe rekrayne 
But as foꝛ thy ſelfe / thou haſt no cauſe parde 
To walke at pleaſure / is no captiupte. 
¶ Mynalcas. | 
¶ S eeſt thou nat Codꝛus / the feldes rounde about 
Compaſed with flodes / that none may in noꝛ out 
The muddy waters / nere choke me with the ſtynke 
At cucry tempeſt / they be as blacke as pnke 
Pouerte to me /ſhulde be no diſconkoꝛt | 
Jf other ſpepherde / were all of theſame ſoꝛt 
But Codꝛus / I clawe ofte where it dothe nat ytche 
The. iili.eg. d. iii. 
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To ſe ten beggers and halle a doſen ritche 
Trucly me thynketh / this wzong particion 
And namely ſithe all / ought to be after one 
Whan J firſt beholde / theſe feldes from afarre 
Me thought thẽ pleſant / a voyde ot ſtryfe oꝛ warre 
But with my pooꝛe flocke / apꝛochyng nere and nere 
Il way my plealute / dyde leſſe and leſſe apere 
And truely Cod2us/lithe I came on this grounde 
Olte vnder floures / vple ſnakes haue Jfounde 
Adders and todes / and many vyle ſerpent 
Enfect olde ſhepe / with venym violent 
Inv ofte be the yong / infected of the olde 
That vnto theſe fewe now bꝛought is all my folde 
| ([Cod2us, 
¶ In ſome place is nother venymnozſcrpent 
And as foꝛ my ſelfe / F fele no greuous ſent. 
U Mynalcas. | 
It were great marueyle/wherſo gret groũde is ſene 
yk no (mall medowe / were pleſant (wete and clene 
Is fo: the Codꝛus / Imap beleue right wele 
That thou no ſauour / no ſtynke of mud duſt fele 
Foꝛ if aſhepherde / hath ſtyll remapned long 
In a foule pꝛiſon / oꝛ in a ſtynking gong 
His pooꝛes with yll eyꝛe / be ſtopped lo echone 
That of the eyꝛe / he fcleth(mallſent oz none 
Ind pet the dwellers / be badder than the place 
The riche and ſturdy / dothe thꝛeten and manace 
The pooꝛe and ſymple / and ſuche as came but late 
And who moſt knoweth him moſt of all they hate 
Ind all the burthen / is on the aſſes backe 
But the ſtrong caball / ſtandeth at the racke 
And ſuche be alligned / ſomtyme the flocke to kepe 


— — 


whiche ſcante haue ſo moche / of reaſon as alhepe 


And cuerpſhepherde/at other hath enuy 
Scant be a couple / whiche loueth parfitely 
Ilwyll ſo reigneth / that bꝛaulyng be thou ſure 
Conſtrayned me nere / to ſeke a newe paſture 
Saue oneſy aftet / I hope of better reſt | 
Foz(mall occaſyon/a byꝛde natchaungethneſt 
¶ Codꝛus. 
¶ wele ere thou graunted / that in aſmall grounde 
Some plot of pleaſure / and quvet may be founde 
So where of herdes / aſſembled ts great ſoꝛte 
There ſome muſt be good / than to the beſt teſoꝛte 
But leaue we all this / tourne to out poynt agapne 
Nf thy olde balades ſome wolde J here full fapne 
Foꝛ often haue J had / great pleaſure and delyte 
To here recounted: ſuche as thou dyde endyte. 
Mypnalcas. 
C ye otherſhcpherdes/ which haue ynough at home 
whan ye be mery / and ſtuffed is pour wombe 
Whiche haue great ſtoꝛe of butter / cheſe / and woll 
your cowes vthers'ofmplke replete and full 
Paples of ſwete mylke / as full as they be able 
Whan your fat diſſhes ſmoke hote vpon yo? table 
Than laude pe ſonges / and balades magnifp 
Ik they be mery / oꝛ wꝛitten craftely 8 
pe clappe your handes / and to the makyng harke 
And one ſay to other / lo here a pꝛopet warke 
But whan ye haue ſatd nought gyue ye foʒ o payne 
Sane onely laudes / and pleſaunt woꝛdes vayne 
Ill if theſe laudes / may wele be counted good 
pet the poꝛe ſhepherde / muſt haue ſome other fode, 


CCodzus. 
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¶ Mapſt thou nat ſomtyme / thy folde xChepe apply 
Ind after at leyſar / to lpyue moꝛe quyctly 
Dilpoſe thy wyttes to make oꝛ to endyte 
KRenoulyng cures / foꝛ tyme whyle thou doſt wꝛite 
¶ Pynalcas. 
¶ Nedes muſt a ſhepherde beſtowe his hole labour 
Intẽdyng his flockes ſcant map he ſpare one hour 
In goyng'compng/ and often them to tende 
Fulllightly the day / is bꝛought vnto an ende 
Somtyme the wolues / with dogges muſt he chace 
Somtyme his foldes / muſt he ne pe compace 
And oktpme them chaunge / and if heſtozmes dout 
Of his ſhepe cote / daube the walles rounde about 
Whan they be bꝛoken oftymes them rene we 
Ind hurtfull paſtures note wele and the eſche we 
Bye ſtrawe and lytter / and hay foꝛ wynter colde 
Olt greas the ſcabbes / al well of pong as olde 
Foꝛ dꝛede of theues ofte watche vp all the night 
Beſpde this labour / with all his mynde x might 
Foꝛ his pooꝛe houſ holde foꝛ to pꝛoupde vitaple 
If by aduenturc / his wolle oꝛ lambes faple 
In doyng all theſe / no reſpyte dothe remayne 
But well to endyte / requpꝛeth all the bꝛayne 


I tell the Codꝛus / a ſtyle of exellence 
= haue all labout / and all the dilygence 


Bothe theſe two warkes / be great nere impoꝛtable 
To myſmall power / my ſtrength is moche vnable 
The one to entende / ſcant map J byde the papne 
Than is it harder / foꝛ me to do bothe twayne 
What tyme mp wyttes / be clere foꝛ to cndyte 
My dayly charges / wyll graunt me no teſpyte 
But if I folowe / endyting at my wpll 
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Echone diſdayneth my charges to fulfyll 
Though in thele feldes / eche other ought luſtapne 
Clenc loſt is that lawe /one may requyꝛe in vapue 
pf coyne cõmaunde than men count them as bounde 
Els fle they labour / than is my charge on groude, 
¶ Coꝛnix ofte counted / that man ſhulde lle no payne 
His frendes burthen to ſuppoꝛt and ſuſtayne 
Fede they thy flocke / while thou dolt wꝛite and ſpug 
Eche hoꝛſe agreeth / nat well foꝛ eucty thyng 
Some foꝛ the charet / lome foꝛ the cart 02 ploughe 
And ſome foꝛ hackeneys / if they be lyght z toughe 
Eche felde agreeth nat wele fo euer lede 
Who hath mooſt labour | is woꝛthp of beſt mede. 
¶ Pynalcas. | | 
C Ifter endityng / than gladly wolde J dꝛinke | 
To reche me ð cuppe / no man dothe care ne thike 
And ofte ſome foles / vopde of dilcrecyon 
Me and my maters / hath in deriſpon 
And marucyle is none / foꝛ who wolde ſowe v felde 
With coſtly ſedes / whiche ſhall no frutes pelde 
Some wanton body / ofte laugheth me to ſcoꝛne 
And ſayth Mynalcas / ſe howe thy pyltche is toꝛne 
Thy hoſe and cokers / be bꝛoken at thekne 
Thou canſt nat ſtõble / foꝛ bothe thy ſhone may le 
Thy berde lyke bꝛiſtels c lyke a poꝛpos ſkyn 
Thy clothyng ſheweth / thy winnpng is but thyn 
Suche mockyng tauntes (tene weth ofte my care 
Ind nowe be wodes ok frute and leaues bare 
And froſty wynter / hath made the keſdes white 
Foꝛ wꝛathe and angre / my lyppe and tong J byte 
Fo2 dolour J dꝛoupe ſoꝛe vered with diſdayne 


My wobe al waſteth wherfozc Þ byde this payne 
My woll and wcthers / may ſcarſly tedemy wombe 
Jud ather houl holde / whiche J tetayne at home | 
Leanc be my lambes / that no man wyll them bye 
Ind pct their dammes they daply ſouke ſo dꝛie 
That from their vthers / no lvcour can we wing 
Than without repaſt / who can endyte oꝛ ſyng 
It me tepenteth / ik I haue any wytte 
Is fo: my ſcpence J wery am of it 
Ind of mp pooꝛe lte / Jwery am Codꝛus 
Sithe my harde foꝛtune / foz me diſpoſeth thus 
That of the ſtatres / and plannettes echone 
To pooze Mpnalcas / wele foꝛtunate is none 
Ano wen is the trouthe / if it were clerely ſought 
That nowe to thistyme / I ſtyll haue ſong foꝛ nou 
Foꝛ youthe is luſtp / ⁊ of ſmall thyng hath nede (ght 
That tyme to age / men gyue no fo2zcenoz hede 
Ages condpcion / is greatly contrary 
Whichenowe apꝛocheth / right ſtyll and craftelp 
But what tyme age / dothe any man oppꝛeſſe 
pf he in youthe / haue gathered no richeſſe 
Than paſſeth age / in care and pouerte 
Foꝛ nede is greuous / with olde infyꝛmite 
And age is fettred / oftyme with care and nede 
whan ſtrength is faded ⁊ man hathnought to fede 
Whan ſtrength is faded / than hope of gayne is gone 
In pouthes ſeaſon to make pꝛouiſyon 
The lyteſil emet is wyſe and pzoupdent 
In ſomer woꝛkyng with labour dilygent 
In her ſmalle caue/conucying cone and grayne 
Het lyfe in wynter / to noꝛiſſhe and ſuſtapne 
And with her (mall mouthe / is buſy it cuttyng 


% 
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Leſt in her taue / the lame might gro we oz (patng 
So man of reaſon/hym ſelfe reputyng ſage 
In pouthe ſhulde puruey/tolyue theton in age. 
C Codꝛus. 
¶ Men ſap that clerkes / whiche kno we aſtronomy 
Kno we certapne ſtatres / whiche long to deſtenp 
But all their ſapeng / is nothyng veritable 
pet here the mater / thought it be but a fable 
They ſap that Mercuty / dothe poetes fauout 
Under Jupiter be pꝛinces ot honour 
And men of richeſſe / of welthe oz dignyte 
And all ſuche other / as haue authozite 
Mercury gyueth / to poetes laureate 
Goodly coueyaunce! ſpeche pleſaunt and omate 
Inuentyfe teaſon / to ſyng oꝛ play on hatpe 
In goodly dytie / oꝛ balade foz to catpe 
This is thy lotte / what ſekeſt thou richeſſe 
No man hath all / this thyng is true doutleſſe 
God all diſpoſeth / as he parceyucth beft 
Take thou thy foꝛtune / and holde the ſtyll in reſt 
Take thou thy foꝛtune / and holde thy ſelfe content 
Lette vs haue ticheſſe / and roumes exellent. 
C Pynalcas. 
¶ Thou haſt of richeſſe / and goodes habundaunce 
And J haue dyties / and ſonges of pleſaunce 
To al ke my connyng/to couytous thou att 
Why is nat thy ſelfe / contented with thy patt 
Why doſt thou enuade / my parte and poꝛcion 
Thou wanteſt Codꝛus / wytte and diltrecpon. 
¶LCodꝛis. 
CT Natſe o Mynalcas; fozſothe thou art to blame 
Of w2ongenuaſyon!/ to gyue to me the name 


I wolde no dytie / noꝛ balade take the fro 
No harpe noꝛ armes / whiche long to Ippoll o 
But onelp Mpnalcas / I ſoꝛe deſyʒe and long 
To gyue myne eares / to thy ſwete ſoũdyng ſong 
It fedeth heryng and is to one pleſant 
To here good reaſon / and balade conſonant. 
Mypnalcas. | 
yt thou haue plealure / to here my melody 
J graunt the Codꝛus / to iope my armony 
So Jhauepleaſure/and iope of thy richeſſe 
Do ay” 7 encreaſeth loue doutleſſe. 
Codzus. 
¶ He of my richelle! hath fope whiche loueth me 
Ind who me hateth / nothyng content is he 
Enupous wꝛetches / by malyce cõmenly 
Take others foꝛtune / and pleaſure heuelp. 
¶ Synalcas. 
¶ In ipkewiſe mapeſt thou / enioye of our ſcpence 
And ot our muſes thoughe thou be fro pꝛeſence 
Ind of out connyng thou ioyeſt ſemblablp 
yk ought pꝛouotke the / by malpce and enuy 
pk T tede thy eareg fede thou my mouthe agayne 
7 lothe were to ſpende / my gyftes all in bayne 
Meate vnto the mouthe / is fode and ſuſteynance 
And ſonges fedeth / the eares with pleſaunce 
IJ haue the muſes / it thou wylte haue of myne 
Than tight requpꝛeth / that I haue parte of thyne 
This longeth to loue/ to noꝛiſſhe charyte 
This fedeth pyte / this dothe to right agre 
This is the pleaſute / and wyll of god aboue 
Of hym diſpoſed / f oꝛ to engendꝛe loue 


Al pleſaunt gyftes / one man hath nat parde 


That one of ofyce/(huldchaueneccſſite 
No man of hymlclfe/ is ſureſufficient 
This is pꝛouiſpon / of god omnipotent 
That one man ſhulde nede / anothers aſſyſtence 
Wherbp is topned/loue and beneuolence. 
Englande hath clothe / Burdeur hath ſtoze of wyne 
Coꝛnwaple hath tynne / and Lymſter wollcs fyne. 
London hath ſcarlot / and Bꝛiſto we pleſaunt reed 
Fenne lande hath lyſſ hes / in other place is leed. 
This is ot our loꝛde / diſpoſed ſo my brother = 
Bycaule all coſtes / ſhulde one haue nede of other, 
So euerp tre / hathe frute after his kynde 
Ind dpuers natures in beeſtes may we fynde. 
Al wap whan nature / of thyng is mooſt laudable 
That thyng men roũteth / mooſt good x p2ofitable 
Ind euerp perſon/ in his owne gifte hathtoye 
The fole in his bable / hath pleaſure foz to tope. 
The clerke in his boke / the marchaunt in richeſſe 
The knyght in his hoꝛſe harnes and hardynelſe. 
But euery perſon / of his gyftes and arte 
Whan nede requireth ſhulde gladly gyue ſomepte 
Suche meane contopneth in bonde of loue certapne 
Englande x Fraũce / Scotlãde Grece a Spayne, 
So haſt thou Cod2us; of golde ynough in ſtoꝛe 
And J ſome cõnyng though fe we me care therfoze 
Thou art beholden / to Jupiter truely 
And IAbeholden to pleſaunt Mercury. 
Joyne we out ſterres / let me haue parte of thyne 
Cõcome to cheryſſ he / p ſhalte haue parte of myne 
Make thou Jupiter / befrendelp vnto me | 
Ind our Mercury / ſhalbe as good to the. 
Tf thy Jupiter gyue me but oncly golde 
The.ilii.eg. 


Mercurp ſhall gyue the / giktes manyfolde 
Dis pyllion ceptre his wynges / and his harpe 
It thou haue all theſe / thou mapſt grathly carpe 
And ouer all theſe / gyue the ſhall Mercury 
The knot of Hercules enlacedcraftely, 
¶LCodꝛus. 
¶ Loꝛde god Mynalcas / why haſt Þ all this payne 
This wyſe to foꝛge ſſo manp woꝛdes in vapne. 
C Mynalcas. 
¶ That vapneP coũteſt / whiche may hurt oz enleſſe 
Thy loued treaſour / oꝛ myniſſhe thy rithelle 
If thou wylte harken / oꝛ here my muſes ſyng 
Nefreſſ he my mynde with confoꝛt and lyking 
Nydde me fro troubles and care of buſpneſſe 
Confoꝛt my coꝛage / whiche nowe is confoꝛtleſſe 
Aclerke a poete / combyned with a boy 
To haunt the muſcs! hath but lytell iope 
The wytte and reaſon is dull oꝛ of valour 
Lyke as the bod / is called to honour 
whau buſy charges cauſcth a man to grone 
The wytte than ſlombꝛeth / and mules all be gone 
A dytie wyll haue / mynde qupet and reſppte 
And caſe of ſtomake / els can none wele endpte 
Iſighe / Iſlombꝛe:care troubleth ofte my thought 
Whan ſome by malyce/ mpne art ſetteth at nought 


J heule as akyte / foꝛhunger and foꝛ colde 
Fo2 thought and ſtudy / my pouthe apaerctholde | 


My (kynne hath wꝛincles and pomples all about 
Foꝛ colde and ſtudy/ J dꝛede me of the gout 
Wuhan ſickeneſſe cometh / than lyfe hath bꝛeuyte 
By falle vnkyndneſſe and wzctched pouerte 
It men were louyng / benigne / and charptable 


Than were pouerte / bothe good and tollerable 
But lithe charyte and pyte bothe be gone | 
What ſhulde pouerte remayne be hynde alone 
No man hath pyte / eche dayneth me to fede 
J loſt haue conkoꝛt / but ſtyll temapueth nede 
IJ haue no wethersnoz ewes in my folde | 
No ſpluer in putſe / Jknowenat what is golde 
No2 coꝛne on the grounde / haue I wh:ron to fare 
Than wolde thou haue me to lyue voyde of care 
Nay nay frende Codꝛus / truſt me Ithe aſſure | 
Suche maner ſalues can nat mp dolourcure | 
Make thou me ioconde / helpe me with clothe x fode 
Clothe me foꝛ wynter / with pyltche / felte/ ⁊ hode 
Auoyde all charges let me ſytte in my ſell | 
Let woꝛldly wzetches/with wozlbly maters mell 
Socour my age / regarde my heeres grap 
Than ſhalte thou pꝛoue / a ſe what thyng J may 
Than ſhalte thou fynde me bothe apt to wꝛite ⁊ fing 
Good wyn shall fulfyll / my ſcatſneſſe of cõnyng 
A plentyfu!l houſc out chaſcth thought and care 
Sotoꝛne dothe ſocour there/whep althing is bare 
The ſellar couched with bere / ale/02 wyne 
And meates redy whan man hath luſt to dyne 
Great barnes full / fatte wethers in the kolde 
The purſe well ſtuffed bothe with ſpluer d golde 
Fauour of lrendes / and luche as loueth righe 
All theſe and other do make the full lyght 
Than is itpleaſure the pong mapdens among 
To watche by the fyꝛe / the wynter nightes long 
It their fonde tales / to laughe oꝛ whan they ball 
Great fyꝛe and candell / ſpendyng foꝛ labour ſmall 
And in the aſſ hes / ſome plapes foꝛ to make 
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To cottcr wardepus koꝛ faut of other warke 
To toſt white ſheuers / and to make pzophytrolles 
Ind akter talkpng oftymes to kyll the bolles 
Where welthe aboundeth / without rebuke oꝛ cryme 
Thus do ſome herdes fo2 pleaſure and paſtyme 
Js fame tepoꝛteth / luche a ſhepherde there was 
wWiuhiche that tyme lyued under Mecenas 
Aud Titerus J trowe / was this ſhepherdes name 
wele remembꝛe / a lpue pet is his fame 
He long ok feldes and tyllyng of the grounde 
Ok ſhepe / of oren / and bataple dyde he ſounde 
So ſhirle he ſounded / in termes eloquent 
I trowe his tunes / went to the firmament 
The ſame Mecenas / to hym was fre and kynde 
Whole large gyftes / gaue confoꝛt to his mynde 
Jlſo this Shepherde by heuenly influence 
tro we optayncd his pereleſſe cloquence 
We other ſhepherdes / be greatly dyfferent 
Ok commen ſoꝛtes leanc / ragged and rent 
Fed with rude krowyſe / with quacham oꝛ wectudde 
Oꝛ llymy kempes pllſmellyng of the mudde 
Suche ruſty meates enblyndethCo our bꝛapne 
That of our fauout / the Muſes haue diſdapne 
Ind great Yppollo/diſpyſeth that we wzite 
Fo: why- rude wyttes / but rudely dothe endytc, 
¶ Codꝛus. 
CJ truſt on foztune/ if it be fauourable 
My truſt fulfylling / than ſhall J wele be able 
Thy nede to ſocout / J hope after a thyng 
Ind if foꝛtune fall wele after my lyking 
Truſt me Mynalcas/T ſhall delpuer the 
Out of this trouble / care and calampte. 


¶ Mypnalcas. 
CI cCodꝛus Codꝛus / I wolde to god thy wyll 
Were this tyme rcdp/ thy pꝛomes to fulkpll 
After the pa wer and might that thou haſt nowe 


Chou haſt ynoughe foꝛ bothe man / god auo we 
It thy good mynde / accoꝛdyng with thy might 
At this tyme pꝛeſent /p ſhulde my hert wele light 
T al ke nat the ſtoꝛe / of Coſmus oꝛ Capeſl | 
With ſylken robes / J couept nat to mell 
No kynges dyſſ hes / Þ coueytno2 deſpꝛe 
Noz tiche mantels / oꝛ palles wꝛought in tyꝛe 
No clothe of golde / of Tyſſue noꝛ veluet 
Damaſ ke noꝛ ſaten / noʒ oꝛient Scarlet 
Jaſke no value of Peters coſtelp cope 
Shelde of Mypnerua / noꝛ patyn of Eſope 
Jaſtze no palaps noꝛ lodgynge curpous 
No bedde of ſtate / of rayment ſumptuous 
Foꝛthis J lcrned of the deane of Poules | 
J tell the Codꝛus this man hath won ſome loules 
Jaſtze no treaſout / no2 ſtoze of woꝛldely gode 
But a qupet lyte / and onely clothe and kode 
With homelp lodgyng / to kepe me warme and dꝛp 
Enduryng mp ſpfe foꝛ ſoꝛthe no moꝛe aſke J 
If J wete certapne this lpueng ſtyll to haue 
Auopde ot trouble / no moꝛe of god J craue. 
¶ Codꝛus. | 
¶ This lpueng haſt thou / what nedes the coöplayne⸗ 
Nothing j wanteſt / whiche may thy lyfcſuCaync 
what fele man parde / thy chekes be nat thynne 
No lacke of vitayle/cauſcth a double chynne 
C Mpnalcas, | 
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C Somebceſt is luſty / and fatte of his nature 
Though heſozelabour/ and go in badde paſture 
Ind ſome beeſt agapne ſtyll leane and pooꝛe is ſene 
Though itfatly fare / within a medowe grene 
Though thou Codꝛus / ſtyll argue tyll to noꝛo we 
J lycke no dyſſ hes / whiche lauced is with ſoꝛo we 
Better one ſmale dyſſhe! with toye and hert lypking 
Than dpuers denties with murmure 2 grutching 
Ind men vnlerned / can neuer be content 
Whanſcolers common / and clerkes be pꝛeſent 
As loone as clerkes / begyn to talke and chat 
Some other gloumes / and hath enuy therat 
It is a tourment a clerke to ſytte at boꝛde 
Ok his lernyng / nat fo2 to tale one woꝛde 
Better were to be with clerkes with a cruſt 
Than at ſuche tables / to fare at wyll and luſt 
Lette me haue the boꝛde of olde Pytago2as 
Whiche of temperaunce a very fathet was 
Of philoſophers the moderate rychelle 
In youthe oz age J loued neuct exceſſe 
Some boſt and pꝛomes / and put men in conkoꝛt 
Of large gyktes / mooſt men be of tl is ſoꝛt 
With mouthe and pꝛomes foz to be Ipberall 
whan nede reqreth/ than gyue they nought at all 
All onely in the is fired all my truſt 
Tf thou faple pꝛomes / than roule J in the duſt 
My hope is faded / than ſhall my ſong be dom 
Lyke a nightyngale at the ſolſticium 
If thou kale pꝛomes mp confo:t clenc is loſt 
Than may J hang my pype vpon the poſt 
Shytte thy ſhop wyndowes foꝛ lacke of marchuͤd ice 
Q2 els foz bycauſe / that eaſy is the pꝛice 


my TE 


| 


¶ Codꝛus. 


T C Ypnalcas/tf thou the court of Rome haſtſene 


——_— 


With fo:ked tappes / oꝛ els if thouhaſt bene 
Oꝛ noble pꝛelates by richeſſe exellent | 
Thou wele parcepueſt / they be magnifycent 
With them be clerkes / and pleſaunt oꝛatours 
And many poctes pꝛomoted to honours 
There is abundauncc of all that mendeſyze | 
There men haue honour, befoꝛe they it requpꝛe 
In ſuche fapꝛe feldes / without labour oꝛ payne 
Bothe welth and richeſſe / mapſt lightly optapne 
C Pynalcas, | 
¶ Thou art abuſed and thynkeſt wꝛonge doutleſſe 
To thynke that J am deſyzous of ticheſſe 
To fede on rawe fleſſhe / it is a wolues gyſe 
Whcerfoze he weneth all beeſtes do ipkewile | 
Bytauſe the blynde man / halteth and is lame 
In mynde he thynketh / that all men do the (ane 
So koꝛ that thy ſelfe / deſpꝛeſt good in ſtoꝛe 
All men thou tugeſt; infected with lyke ſoꝛe | 
Codꝛus / Icouept nat to haue abundaunce 
Small thyng me pleaſeth J aſke but ſuffiſaunce 
Graunt mea lyueng ſuffycient and (mall 
Ind voyde of troubles J aſke no moꝛe at all 
But with that lytell J holde me ſelfe content 
ſaute of (020we mp mynde nat tourment 
Ol the court of Rome / fo ſothe J haue herde tell 
With foꝛked cappes / it folly is to meli 
Mycene and Moꝛton be deed and gone certapne | 
Theynoz their Ipkeſhallneuer retourne agayne | 


O Codꝛus Codꝛus Fugiuſtus and Edwarde | 
Be gone koꝛ eucr, our foztunc is moꝛe harde 


The ſcarlet robes] in ſong hathfmale delpte 
What ſhulde J traueyle / in Rome is no p2ofpte 
It gyueth mockes and ſkoꝛnes many folde 
Styll cratchyng coyne / and gapyng after golde 
Fraunde and diſcept / dothe all the woꝛlde fpl} 
And money reigneth / and dothe althyng at wyll 
Ind koꝛ that people / wolde moꝛe entende to gyle 
Vertue and trouthe / be dꝛiuen into eryle 
We ate cõmaunded to truſt foꝛ tyme to come 
Tyll care and ſoʒowe / hath waſted our wpſdome 
Hope of rewarde / hath poetes them to fede 
Nowe in the woꝛlde fayze woꝛdes be their mede. 
¶ Codꝛus. 
C Than wꝛite of batayls/02 actes of men bolde 
Oz mighty pꝛinces they may the wele vpholde 
Theſe woꝛthp rulers of fame and name royall 
Ok very reaſon ought to be lyberall ; 
Some ſhalt thou fynde bitwene this place and Kent 
whiche foꝛ thy labour / ſhall the Lyghtwcll cotent, 
C.Mpnalcas. | 
C ye/ſome ſhall I fynde: whiche be ſo pꝛodigall 
That in vayne thyngiſpende,/ x clene waſteth all 
But ho we ſhulde that man / my pouertie ſuſtayne 
Whiche nought reſeructh his honour to mitayne, 
Fo2 àuncpent blode / noꝛ auncyen: honour b 
In theſe our dapes / be nought without treaſour 
Che copne auaunceth / nede dothe the name detect 
And where is treaſour / olde honour hath ellect 
But luche as be riche and in pꝛomocion 
Shall haue my wꝛityng but in deriſyon 
Fo: in this ſeaſon great men of exellence 
Hath to poemps no greatterreuerence 


| Thantoabzothell oz els a bzothclſhous 
Madde ignoꝛance is ſo contagpous. 
¶ Codꝛus. 
Ct is nat ſemyng / a poete thus to teſt 
In wzachfull ſpeche / noꝛ woꝛdes diſ honeſt. 
(C Mynalcas. 
¶ It is no ieſtyng be thou neuer ſo wꝛothe 
In open langage toſay nothyng but trouthe 
If parauenture / thou wolde haue trouthe kept ſtyll 
ꝛouoze thou nat me / to angre at thy wypll 
whan wꝛathe is moued / than rayſon hath no might 
The tonge AT dilcrecyonandright | 
,Cod2us. | 
¶ To moue thy myndes / J truelp were full lothe 
To gyue good coũlalile is far from bepng wꝛothe. 
C Mypnalcas. 
¶ Is touchyng counſaile my mynde is plentiful 
But nede and troubles / make all mp te aſon dull 
Tf J had counſalle and golde in ſyke plente 
Itell the Codzus / J had no nede of the 
Dowe ſhulde a pocte / pooꝛe / bare and indygent 
Indyte the actes / of pꝛinces exellent 
Whyle ſcant is woꝛthe a knyfc his pype to mende 
To rounde the holles to clenſe 02 prke the ende 
Beholde my whittell / almoſt hath loſt the blade 
Oo long tyme paſt / is ſithe the lame was made 
Che hafte is bꝛuſed / the blade nat woꝛthe a ſtrawe 
Ruſty and tothed / nat moche valyke aſawe 


But touchyng this hurt / it is but lyght and (mall 
But care and trouble / is greuous payne withall 
Good counſaile helpeth makyng the wyttes ſtable 
Ill counſaile maketh / the myndes varyable 
C | 


The. iuii.eg. 


Jud bꝛeketh thebꝛayne / deminyſching the ſtrength 

Ind ali the reaſon confoundeth at the length 
Gteat men ate ſhamed / to gyue thyng pooꝛe oꝛſmall 

And great they deny / thus gyue they nought at all 
Belyde this Codꝛus / pꝛinces and men royall 

In out enditynges / hath pleaſure faynt and (mall 
Do moche power haue tyep/ with men of might 

As ſymple douues / whan eglys take theit flyght 

2 a8 great wyndes / careth fo; leaues dꝛy 

They lpue in pleaſure / and welthe cotinually 
In luſt their lpking is / and in ydleneſſe 

Fewe haue their myndes / from all vicpouſneſſe 
Plealure is thyng wherto they muſt entende 


If poetes ſhulde / their maners magnify (cende 
They were ſluppoꝛters of blame and lechery 
Than ſhulde their wꝛityng / be nothyng comendable 
Contepning ieſtes and dedes deteſtable 
Gf ſtynking Uenus / oꝛ loue inoꝛdpnate 
Ok rpbaude woꝛdes / whiche fall nat foꝛ a ſtate 
Ok right oppꝛeſſed / and beeſtly glotony 
Of vyce auaunced / of ſl outhe and iniury 
Ind other dedes / in fame and woꝛthy blame 
whiche were ouer long / here to recount oꝛ name 
Theſe to commende / Codꝛus do nat agre 
To any poete / whiche loueth chaſtyte. 
CCodꝛus. 
what / pes Mpnalcas ſome haue ben ſtrong ⁊ bolde 
whiche haue in batayle / done actes manpfolde 
with mighty courage / hauyng them in fight 
And bol dely byding foꝛ to mapnteyne the right 
To the coude Jnowe/ reherſe welnere alcoꝛe 


7 


That they molt cheriſſ he they wolde haue men c6 


| 


Of luſt noz richeſſe / ſettyng no koꝛte ne ſtoꝛe 
Del piſyng ſofte golde / ſwete fare / and beddes ſofte 

Whiche in colde harnes / lye onthe grotide full ofte 
Cloled in vꝛon / whiche whan their woundes blede 

Waͤntbꝛeed and dꝛinke / them to reſtoze and fede 
Whyle ſome hath pleaſure in ſofte golde oꝛient 
With colde harde pꝛon / their mynde is well cotent 
Suche werc the ſonnes / of noble loꝛde Pawarde | 

Whole famous actes may ſhame a faynt cowarde 
What coude they moꝛe / but their ſwete lyues ſpende 

Their pꝛinces quarell and right foꝛ to defende 
Alas that bataple / ſhulde be of that rigoute 

Whan kame and honour! ryſcth and is in floure 
With lodayne furour than aſſ to quence agapne 

But boldeſt hertes / be nereſt dethe certapne. 

(/ £Pynaſcas, 
CFforcertayne Codzus | Jeannatthat deny 
Luc ſome tn bataple / behaue them mankullp 

Suche as in batayle do actes marcyall 

Laude worthy poetes / and ſtyle heroycall 
The plelaunt muſes / whiche loundeth grauyte 

Had helpe and fauour / whyle theſe were in degre 
But ſythe ſtrong knightes / haue lett theit exercyſe 

And manly vertue corupted is with vyce 
The famous poetes / whiche 02natly cndyte 

Haue founde no mater wheroft to ſyng oꝛ wꝛite 
The wytte thus dyeth / of poetes auncyent 

So dothe their wꝛityng / and deties eloquent 


Foꝛ lacke of cuſtome / thought / care / and penury 
Theſe be confounders; of pleſaunt poeſy 

But if ſome pꝛince / ſome kyng / oꝛ conquerour 
Hath wonne in armes / oz bataple great houous 


The. iili.eg. Calls 
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Full lytell they foꝛce / fo2 to delate their fame 
That other realmes may laude oꝛ pꝛaile their na⸗ 
Of tyme foꝛ to come they foꝛce nothyng at all (me 
By kame and honour / to lyue as immoztall 
It them ſuffyſeth / they count ynoughe truelp 
That their owne realmes their names magnify 
And that foꝛ theit lyfe they may haue laude ⁊ fame 
Alter their dethe / than ſeke they foꝛ no name 
And ſome be vntaught and lerned no ſcyence 
Oꝛ els thep diſdapne/ hye ſtyle of eloquence 
Than ſtandeth the poete/ and his poeme arere 
Whan pꝛinces diſdayne fo2 to rede 02 here 
Oels ſome other / is dꝛowned all in golde 
By couctyle kept / in cures many folde 
By flagrant ardour / inflamed in ſuche cas 
Is in tyme paſt the olde kyng Mydas was 
Than ot poemes / full (mall pleaſute hath he 
Couctple and clergp full leudly dothe agre 
Beſydethis Codzus / with pꝛinces cõmonlp 
Be vntaught courters / fulfylled with enuy 
Juglers and pykers / bourders / and flatrers 
Baudes and ianglers / and curſed auoutrcrs 
Ind mo ſuche other / of lyueng vicpous 
To whom is vertue / aduers and odpous 
Theſe do good poetes / foꝛthe of all courtes chace 
By thouſande maners / of thꝛetnpng and manace 
Somtyme by fraudes / ſomtyme bp yll tepoꝛt 
And them allyſteh / all other of their ſoꝛt 
Lyke as whan curres / lyght on a caryon 
Oꝛſtinkyng raupns fedde with coꝛtupcion 
Theſe two all other / away dothe bete and chace 
Bycauſe thep alone / wolde occupy the place 


Foꝛ bnto curres (sc3ryoitmoolt mete 
FJ 1da!ſor1:yns / thynke ſtynkyng thynges ſwete 
Indthet tayng vet is greatly moꝛe dampnable 
Ok raſcolde poctes / yet is a ſhamcfull rable 
Woche voyde of wyſoome/ pꝛelumeth to endyte 
Though they haue ſcautly the connyng of a ſupte 
And to what vyces that pꝛinces mooſt intende 
Thole dare theſe foles / ſolemnyſe and cõmende 
Than is he decked as poete laureate 
Whan ſtinkyng Thays / made hym her graduate 
Whan muſes reſted / ſhe dyde her ſeaſon note 
And ſhe with Bacchis / her camous dyde pꝛomote 
Suche raſcolde dꝛames / pꝛomoted by Thays 
Bacchis Lycous! oꝛ pet by Teſtilys 
O byluche other ne we foꝛged muſes nyne 
Thy nke in their myndes / koꝛ to haue wyt diupne 
They laude their verles / they boſt they vaunt + get* 
Though all their connyng / be ſcantly wozthe a pet 
It they haue ſmelled / the artes trinpcall 
They count them poetes / hye and heroycall 
Suche is their folly / ſo foliſĩ hely they dote 
Thinkyng that none / can their playne ertour note 
pet be they folyſſhe auopde of honeſte | 
Nothyng leaſoned / with ſpice of grauyte 
Auoyde of pleaſure auopde of cloquence . 
with many woꝛdes / and fruteleſſe of ſentence 
Nnapt to lerne / diſdayning to be tought . 
Their pꝛiuate pleaſup'tn(nareſo haue thẽ caught 
And woꝛſt yet of all / they count them exellent 
Thoughe they be fruteleſſe / taſſhe + impꝛouident 
To luche ambages / who dothe theit mynde enchyne 
They counte all other / as pꝛiuate ot doctryne 
The.iiii.eg. Clit, 


And that the fautes / whiche be in them alone 
Aſo be cõmen / in other men echone 
Thus byde good poetes | oftyme rebuke and blame 
Bycaule of other / whiche haue diſpyſed name 
And thus foꝛ the badde / the good be clene ablect 
Their arte and poeme / counted of none effect 
who wanteth teaſon / good to diſcrpue from yll 
Dothe woꝛthy wꝛiters / enterpꝛete at his wyll 
So bothe the laudes / of good and nat laudable 
Foꝛ lacke of knowlege become vituperable, 
¶ Codꝛus. 
(In faythe Mynalcas / I wele alo we thy wytte 
yct wolde Jgladlp / here nowe ſome merp fptte 
Of maybe Maryon/o2 els ot Roby Yode 
O bentleys Ale whiche chaſcth wele the blode 
Ok Pert of No2wyche/ozſauceof Wylberton 
Oꝛ buckyſſhe toly/wele ſtuffed as a ton 
Tale of the botell / let go the boke foꝛ nowe 
Combꝛous is cõnyng / I make to god auowe 
Spcke ok ſome mat / which map refreſhe my bꝛapne 
Truſt me Mpnalcas / J ſhallrewarde thy payne 
Eels taltze of ſtoutney / whey is moꝛe bzapne than wyt 
Place mooſt abuſed / that we haue poke of pet. 
Mpnalcas. 
¶ Ok all theſe thynges / langage to multiply 
Ercept I lyed / ſhulde be but villany 
It is natſemyng ia poete one to blame 
Ill ifhis honour / haue won dyffamed name 
Ind thougheſuche beeſtes / purlue me with enuy 
Malgte foꝛ malyce / that payment J dcfp 
My maiſter techeth / ſo dothe reaſon and (kyll 
That man ſhulde reſtoze/and rendꝛe good fo: yll 


| 


¶ Codꝛus. 
¶ Than talke of ſomwhat / lo it is long to night 
pet hath the ſonne / moꝛe than one hout of lyght 
C.Mpnalcas, 
C of Jnoughtcommon/ſoundyng to graupte 
Ffeare to optapne / butſmale rewarde of the 
But if Jcommon of vice oꝛ wantonneſſe 
Than of our loꝛde / ſhall my te warde be leſſe 
wherfoze mp balade/ſhal! haue concluſpon 
Of frutcfull clauſes / of noble Salomon, 
¶ Codꝛus. 
¶ Spyng on Ppnalcas he map do lytell thyng 
whiche to a balade / diſdayneth the herpng 
But it thy dytie / accoꝛde nat to my mynde 
Than mp tewarde / and pꝛomes is behynde 
Bp mannes maners it lightly dothe appcre 
what men deſyꝛeth that loue they foꝛ to here 
C Pynalcas. 
C Thoughe in thy pꝛomes / J fynde no certente 
pet of my connyng ſhalte thou haue parte of me 
J call no muſes to gyue to me docttyne 
But ayde ⁊ confoꝛt of ſtrength ⁊ might diupne 
To clere my reaſon! with wyldome and pꝛudence 
To ſyng one balade / extract of (apyence, 
Smedowes paynted with flourcs redolent 
The ſight reioyſeth / of ſuche as thẽ beholde 
So man endewed with vertu exellent 
Fragrantly ſhyneth with beames manyfolde 
Ucrtue with wpſdome/crcedethſtozc of golde 
It richeſſe habounde / ſet nat on them thy truſt 
Whan ſtrength is ſturdy / than man is perte ⁊ bolde 
But wyt x wyldome loone lepeth hym in the duſt. 


Than man is beeſtly / whiche ſeweth carnall luſt 
Syende nat on women / thy richeſſe oꝛ (ubſtatice 
Fo2!acke of vſyng / as ſteclc oꝛ y2on rut 
So rtuſteth reaſon / by wylfull ignoꝛaunce 
In fraudefull beaute / (ct thou but (mall »y!icaſaunce 
I pleſaunt apple / is ofte coꝛrupt within 
Grounde the in pouthe / on goodly goucrnaunce 
It is good token / whan man dothe wele begyn. 


Joye nat in malycc / that is a moꝛtall ſynne 
Manis parcepued by langage and doctryne 
Better is to loſe than wꝛongfully to wynne 
He loueth wyſ dome whiche loueth diſciplync 
Raſſ he enterpꝛiſes / ofte bꝛingeth to ruyne 
A man may contende / god gyueth victoꝛy 
Set neuer thy mynde on thyng whiche is nat thyne 
Trult nat in honour all welthe is tranſitoꝛy. 


Combyne thou thy tong / with reaſon and memoꝛy 
Spchke nat to haſty without aduyſcment 
So lyue in this lyfe / that thou mayſt truſt on glozy 
Whiche is nat caduke / but laſtyng parmanent 
There is no ſectete / with people vyuolent 
By beeſtly ſurfet / the lyfe is bꝛeuyate 
Though ſome haue pleaſure / in ſumptuous garmet 
yet goodly maners / hym maketh moꝛe oꝛnate. 
¶ Codzus, 
Ho there Myaclas/of this haue we ynoughe 
What ſhulde a plouman / go farther tha bis plough 
what ſhulde a ſhepherde / in wyldome wade ſo farre 
Taltze ok his tankarde / oꝛ of his box of tarre 
Tell ſom what els / wherin is moꝛe confozte 
So ſhall the ſeaſon / and tyme ſeme light a choꝛte 


C Mynalcas. 
C Foz thou of Hawarde/nowelately dyde recyte 
FJ have a dytie whiche Coznir dyde endyte 
Dis dethe complayning but it is lamentable 
To here a capitapne/ ſogood and honourable 
So loone withdꝛa wen by dethes ctuelte | 
Befoꝛe his vertue/ was at mooſthighe degre 
If dethe fo2 reaſon / had ſhewed hym fauour 
To all his nacyon / heſhulde haue ben honour 
Ilas / bolde hertes / be nereſt dethe in warre | 
whan out of daunger/cowardesſtandeafarre. 
([Codzus, | 
C Ill if that ditye / be nener ſo lamentable 
Rekrapne my teares / Iſhall as J am able 
Begyn Mypnalcas tell of the bolde Yawarde | 
If foꝛtune fauour / hope after ſome rewarde, 
C Ppnalcas, 
(LT pꝛay the Codꝛus / my whey is weke and thyn 
Len me thy botell / to dꝛinke oꝛ Abegyn. 
¶ Codꝛus. 
¶ It ought be taſted the remnaunt ſhall pall 
I map nat afoꝛe the / nowe foꝛ to ſpende out all 
we ſytte in ſhadowe / the ſonne is nat feruent 
Call foꝛ it after than Iſhall be content. 4 
CC Ypynalcas. . 
¶ Styl thou delyeſt / the plealure of my arte 
But of thy botell / nought wylte thou pct departe 
Though ß be negarde / #nought wylt gyue of thyne 
pet this one tyme / thou ſhalt haue parte of myne 
Nowe herken Codꝛus / I tell myne clegy 
But (mall is the pleaſure / ot dolefull armony, 


| 
| 


¶ The dilcrypcion of the towꝛe of x1ertue and Hoy 
nour / in to whiche the noble Hawarde contended 
to entre / by woꝛthy actes of chiualry. END 


¶ Mynalcas ſpeketh. 
4 5785 on a moũtayne / of highnes marueplons 
+Z With pe dant clpffes / of ſtoncg hhurde as flent 
Is made a caſtell/ oꝛ toute mooſt curvous 
Dꝛedefull vnto ſight / but in warde crellent 
Suche as wolde entre / fynde paynes= tourment 
So harde is the way / vnto the lame motitayne 
Streight / hye / and thoꝛny / tournyng and dyfferent 
That manp labour foʒ to aſcende in vapne. 


Wo dathe perſeuer/and to this toure attapne 
Shall haue great pleaſure to ſe the bylding ode 
Joyned and graued / ſurmountyng mines bꝛayne o 
And all the walles within of fyneſt golde 
With olde hyſtoꝛies / and pyctures manyfolde 
Glyſtring as bꝛight / as Phebus oꝛient 
With matbyll pyllers the bylding to vpholde 
About the turrettes / of ſhape mooſt exellent. 


This toure is gotten / by labour dilygent 

In it temapneth / ſuche as haue won honour 
Bp holp lyueng / by ſtrength oꝛ tournament 

And mooſt by wildome / attapne vnto this tout 
Bꝛekeip all people / of godly behauour 

By right wyle bataple iuſtyce and equpte 
O12 that in mercy / haue had a chefe pleaſute 

In it haue rowmes / eche after his degre 


This goodly caſtell / thus ſhinpng in beaute 
Is named caſtell/ of vertue and honour 
In it eight Henry) is in his mageſte 
Mooſt hye enhaunled / as ought a conquerout 
In it remapyneth the wozthp gouernout 
I ſtocke and fountapne / ot᷑ noble pꝛogenß 
Mooſt noble Dawarde! the duke and p2otectour 7 
Named of No:thfolke/ the floure of chiualty. i 


Here is the Talbot! manfull and hardy 

With other pꝛinces / and men of dignyte | 

Whiche to wyn honour. dothe all theit might apply 
Suppoꝛtyng tuſtycc/concozde/and equytc | 


The manly Cozſon/within this toure Je 
Thelehaue we ſene / echone in his eſtate 

With many other / of hye and meane degte 

Foz mercpall actes with crownes laureate, 


Ok this ſtrongecaſſtcll/ is poꝛter at the gate 
Strong ſturdy labour / moche lyke a champpon 
But goodly vertue /a lady mooſt oznate 
Within gouerneth / with great pꝛouiſpon 
But of this caſtell / in the mooſt hyeſt trone 
Is honour ſhinyng / in rowme imperpall 
whiche vnrewarded/ of them leueth nat one 
That come by labout / and vertue pꝛincypall. 


Ferefull is labout / without fauour at all 
Dꝛedefull of vylage / a monſter bntretable 
Lyke Cerbetus lpeng at gates infernall 
To ſome men his loke is halke intollcrable 
His ſhulders large / foꝛ burthen ſtronge and able 
Hts body bꝛiſtled / his necke mighty and ſtyffe 
By ſtourdy ſenewes his iopntes ſtrong and ſtable 
Lyke marbyll ſtones / his handes be as ſtyffe. 


Here muſt man vanquyſche / the dꝛagon of Cadmus 
Igayne the Chymer / here ſtoutly muſt height 
Here muſt he vanquyſſhe / the ferefull Pegaſus 
Foꝛ the golden fleſe / hete muſt he ſhewe his might 
It labour gainſay he can nothyng be right 
This monſter labout / ofte chaungeth hisfygure 
Somtyme an ore/ a boꝛe / oꝛ lyon wight 


Plainly he ſemeth / thus chaungyng his nature. 


Lyke as Pꝛotheus / ofte chaunged his ſtature 

Mutable ot fygure' oftymes in one hour 
Whan Jtiſteus / in bondes had hymſute 

To dpuets fygures lyke wiſe chaungeth labour 
Vnder his bꝛowes he dꝛedefully dothe lour 

With glyſtring eyen / and ſyde dependant herde 
Foz thurſt and hunger alway his chere is ſour 


Dis hoꝛned foꝛheed dothe make faynt hett i ferde. 


Alwap he dꝛinketh / and pet alway is dsr 
The ſweate diſtyllyng / woꝛthe dꝛoppes habũdant 
His bꝛeſt and foꝛheed / dothe humour multiply 
By ſwetyng ſhoures / vet isthis payne pleſant 
Of dap and otnight / his reſtyng tyme is ſcant 
No dap ouerpaſſeth / crempt of buſyneſſe 
His ſight enfourmeth / the rude and ignoꝛant 
Who dare parſcuer/he gyueth them richeſſe. 


None he auaunceth but after ſtedfaſtneſſe 
Of lytell burthen / his bely is and mall 
His mighty thyes / his vigour dothe expꝛeſſe 
His ſhankes ſturdy / and large fete withall 
By wzathe he rageth and ſtyll dothe chyde #b2all 
Suche as wolde entre / repellyng with his cry 
As well eſtates / as homely men rurall 
At the firſt entre / he thzetneth yzefully, - 


Itrowe olde fathers / whom men nowe magnify 
Called this monſter / Mynerua ſtout and ſoute 
Foz ſtrength and ſenewes of man mooſt comenly 
Are tame and febled / by cures and laboure 


the. iui.eg. 'D 


Great Dercules the mighty conquerour 

was by this monſtcr /ouercome and ſuperate 
All tk he befoꝛe / vnto his great honour 

The lonne ot Uenus / had ſtronglyſubyngate. 


Who wolde with honour! be purely laureate 

. Wult with this mõſter / longe tyme befkoze cotende 
But lightly is man / ouertome and fatigate 
To lady Uertue / if he nat wele entende 

Whan ſtrength is febled / ſhe helpeth at the ende 
Openyng the gates / and paſſage to honour 

| By whole aſſyſtence / ſoone may a man aſcende 

The hye degrees / of the tryumphant tour, 


Manhkyng enflamed / by goodly behauour 
Ok lady vertue / come to this toure with payne 
But foꝛ the entre / pꝛetendeth them rigour 
Many one abaſſheth / reculyng backe agayne 
To purchace honour / they wolde be glad and fayn?2 
But fearfull labour / the pozter is ſo fell 
To them pꝛoclampng / theit enterpꝛiſe is bayne 
Except they befoꝛe / with hym contende and mell 


Here mooſt of all' muſt mannes might excell 
With ſtedfaſt courage / and ſute perſeuerance 
Els ſhall this monſtte / hym backe agapne tepell 
But man pꝛeuapyleth / by long contynuance 
No coſtlip treaſute / noꝛ io well of plelance 
without pꝛice 02 payne ſcan man in erthe come by 
So without labour / dothe vertue none auance 
To patfyte honour / and noble ſeignoꝛp. 


Fapntcowarde myndes ſoone at the firſt ery 
Ok ſturdy labour / fall to the grounde as lame 
Els tonne they bacwarde / faſt flyeng cowardly 
Is hertl:\Te wꝛetches / caryng nothyng fo: (hame 
But noble hertes / to wynne immoꝛtall name 
Fight at theſe gates / tyll they ouercome labour 
Than lady vertue / with good repoꝛte and kame 
Suche knightes gydeth to laude ⁊ hye honour, 


But cruell foꝛtune / to ſome is harde and ſoure 
That after traueyle / and many a decdly wounde 
Whan lady vertue / ſhulde graunt to them this toute 
Than frowarde foꝛtunec the betteth to the grotide 
Ok this example / ouer many do habounde 
But chefely this one / the noble loꝛde Ha warde 
Whan he chefe honoute / was woꝛthy to haue founde 
Falſe dethe and foztune / berefte hym his rewarde 


Long he contended / in batayle ſtrong and harde 
With payne ⁊ labout / with might repellyng wꝛõg 
No backe he tourned / as dothe lome faynt cowarde 
But with this monſter / boldely contended long 
whan he had bꝛoken / the locke and doꝛes ſtrong 
Ouercome the poꝛter and ſhulde aſcende the tour 
To lyue in honour, hye conquerours among 
Than crucll foꝛtune / and dethe dyde hym deuour 


Though he were bozne / to gloꝛy and honour 
Of auncyent ſtocke/ and noble pꝛogens 
pet thought his courage / to be of moꝛe valour 
By his owne actes / and noble chiualtvy 


Che. liui.eg. d. il 
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L.yke as becometh /a knigut to fo2tify 
Bis pꝛinces quatell / wich right and equite 
So dyde this Hawarde / with cozage valtantly 
Tyll dethe abated / his bolde audacpte. 


O happy Sampſon / moꝛe foꝛtunate than he 
Onelp in ſtrength / but nat in hye courage 
O cruell foꝛtune / why durſt thy cruelte 
This flour of knighthode to ſlee in luſtp age 
Thou haſt debated / the flour of his lynage 
If thou had mercy/bcwaple his dethe thou might 
Fo2ccuelllyong/ and mo beeſtes ſauage 
Long tyme nat ceſſed / ſoꝛe to bewaple this knight 


O dethe thou haſt done / agaynſt bothe la we * right 
To ſpate a cowarde / without danger oꝛ wounde 
And thus ſoone to quenche / ot chiualty the ligyt 
O dethe enupous / mooſt cnmp to out grounde 
What mooſt auepleth / thou ſoneſt doſt confounde 
why dyde nat vertue / aſlyſt her champyon 
Thou might haue apded / foꝛ ſotqly thou was boude 
Fo2 duryng his lyfe / he loued the alone. 


O god almighty! in thy eternall trone 
To whom all vertue / is dere and acceptable 


Jf reaſon ſuffred / to the out crye and mone 
This dede might impute / and foꝛtune lamentable 
Thou might haue left vs / this knight moſt honoura 
Our welche # honout / to haue kept in degre (ble 
Alas why hath dethe / ſo falſe and diſceyuable 
Mankynde to tourment / this wyll and lyberte. 


— 


It quenchet h bertue / ſparpng iniquite 
The beſt it ſtryketh / of badde hauyng dildayne 
No helpe noꝛ confozt/ hath our aduerſpte 
Dcthe dayly ſttiketh / though we daply coplayne 
To treate a tyzanne / it is but thyng in vayne 


Meheneſſe pꝛouoketh / his wꝛathez tyꝛanny 
Sd at out pzaycr/dethe hath the moze diſdapne 
we do by mekeneſſe / his furour multiply. 


If ſome fell tyꝛanne / replete with billany 
Shulde thus haue endyng / the dede were cõmen⸗ 
But a ſt out capitayne / diſpoſed to mere (cable 
So loone thus faded / the calc lamentable 
Was he nat humble / ioconde and companable 
Qo man diſpyling / and firſt in all labour 
Right wyſle with mercp / debonaite andtretable 
Mate and companpon / with eueryloudpout. 


Vpyte he ſubdued / by goodly behauour 
Lyke as a tydet / dothe a wylde ſtede ſubdue 


Dis body ſubget / his ſoule was gouernour 


From vice withdꝛa wen. to goodneſſeand bertue- - 


Whan pꝛide rebelled mekenelle dyde eſchue 
Fre mynde and almes / ſlubdued auaryce 
Away he noted / this ſapeng (uſt and true 
That noble myndes / dilppſeth couctyſe, 


His dethe declareth / that louthe he dyde eſpyſe 
Bphardy courage / as firſt in ieopardßʒß 
Al way he bled / ſome noble exercpſe 
Suche as belongeth / to noble chiualty 
the. ill. eg. d. ii. 


Ju hym was there founde / no ſparcle of enuy 
Al way he lauded / and pꝛayſed wozthyneſſe 
Suche as were doughty / rewardyng largely 
Wꝛathe laue in leaſon / he wiſely coude repꝛeſſe. 


Ok wyne 02 Bacchus / deſpyſed he exceſſe 
Foꝛ mpndeskyndled/ to actes mercpall 
Sekyng foꝛ honout / and name of doughtyneſſe 
Deſpyleth ſurtet / and lyucng beeſtpall | 
In hym no po wet / had luſt veneryall 
Foꝛ buſp labout / and pleſaunt abſtynence 
All coꝛpoꝛall luſt / ſoone cauſeth foꝛ to fall 
No luſt ſubdueth / where reigneth dilygence 


He was a pyller of ſober contynence 
His onely treaſute / and io well was good name 
But O cutſed dethe / thy wꝛathkull vyolnece 
By ſtroke vnwarned / halle blynded of his fame 
Who map JT accuſe: who may J put in blame 
God foꝛ deth / oꝛ foꝛtune / oꝛ impotent nature 
God dothe his pleaſute / a dethe wyll haue the ſame 
Nature was mighty long able to endure. 


In foꝛtune the faut is / holde nowe am Þ Cure 
J wolde ik J durſt / his tyꝛanny accuſe 
O curlcd foꝛtune / if thou be creature 
Who gaue the power / thus people to abuſe 
Thy mutable might / me cauſeth ofte to muſe 
whan man is piunged / in dolour and diſtreſſe 
Thy face thou chaungeſt / whiche dyde erſt refuſe 
By ſodapne chaunces hym liſtyng to richeſſe. 
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Indſuche as long tyme / haue lyued innobles 
none thou plungeſt / in payne and pouerte 
Welthe / honoure / ſtrength / right / iuſtyce / x goodnes 
Miller / dolout / lowe roume/ and iniquyte 
Cheſe thou rewardeſt/lyke as it pleaſeth the 
To mannes merpte / without reſpect at all 
One this day beyng / in great authozite 
Igapne to moꝛowe / thou cauſeſt foꝛ to fall. 


Whan man is woꝛthy / a roume imperpall 
On hym thou gloumeſt / with fro warde coũtenãce 
Weyke is thy pꝛomes / reuoluyng as a ball 
Thou haſt no fauout / to godly gouernance 
No man by meryte / thou vſeſt to auance 
O blynde d fo2tunc/ oftyme inkoꝛtunate 
Whan man the truſteth / than falleth Come myſchance 
Unwarcly chaungyng his foꝛtune and eſtate. 


Tell me fraple foꝛtune / why dyde thou bꝛeuyate 

The lyueng ſeaſon / of ſuche a capitayne 
That whau his actes ougbt to be laureate 

Thy fauour tourned hym ſuffring to be ſlapne 
I blame the foꝛtune / and the excuſe agayne 

Fo: thoughe thy fauout / to hym was tigoꝛous 
Suche is thy cuſtome / foꝛto be bncertapne 
Indnamely whan man / is hye and gloꝛious. 


But mooſt woꝛthy dicke / hye aud byctoꝛious 
Reſpyze to confoꝛte ſe the vncertaynte 

Ok other pꝛinces whole foꝛtune pzoſperous 
Oltyme hath ended / in harde aduerſyte 


Rede of Pompeius / whoſe pereles dignyte 
Agapne great Ceſar/dpde welthe of Rome defede 

whom after foꝛtune / bꝛought in captiupte 
That he in Egypt / was heeded at the ende. 


In lpkewiſe Celſat / whiche dyde with hym cotende 
Whan all the woꝛlde / to hym was ſubyngate 
From his hye honour / dyde ſodapnly diſccnde 
Murdꝛed in Rome / by chaunce infoztunate 
Cato an Seneke / with Tully Rewzcate 
Theſe and mo lyke / foz all their ſappence 
Hath pꝛoued foꝛtune / ſoʒe blynding their cſtate 
By wꝛongkull ſclaunders / and deedly violence, 


To pooꝛe and riche / it hach no difference 
Olde Polyctaces / ſuppoſyng perpll paſt 
with dethe dif honeſt / ended his crellence 
Great Ilerander by foztune/ was downe caſt 
One dꝛaught of popſon'hym fplled at the laſt 
whom all the woꝛlde / erſt coude nat ſacpate 
What is all honout / and power but a blaſt- 


Whan foztune thzctneth/ the lyfe to bꝛeupate 


Beholde on yꝛrus the kyng infoztunate 

With a ſmall ſtone / deed pꝛoſtrate on the grounde 
Se Ualerpan bꝛoughe do wne from his eſtate 

From his emppꝛe / in Percy thꝛall and bounde 
Of olde Pꝛlamus / it is in wʒityng founde 
Howe he by. yꝛtus / was in his paleis ſlayne 
Barts and Hectoꝛ / recepued moꝛtall wounde 

To ttuſt in foztune; it is a thyng in bayne, 


Ii The mighty Cyꝛus / a kyng of tealmes twayne 


was llayne ⁊ his hooſt / of Thompꝛus the quene 
Thus is no mater / of foꝛtune to complapne 

All that newe falleth / of olde tyme hath ben ſene 
This ſhalbe / this is / and this hath euer bene 

That bolde hertes / be nereſt ieopardꝰ 
To dye in bataple / is honour as men wene 
To ſuche as haue iope / in hauntyng chiualry, 


Suche famous endyng / the name dothemagnify 
Note woꝛthy duke / no cauſe is to complapne 
Dis lyfe nat ended / foule noꝛ dil honeſtly 
In bedde noꝛ tauerne / his luſtes to meyntapne 
But lpke as beſemed / a noble capitayne 
In ſturdpy harneſſe he dyed foꝛ the tight 
From dethes danger / no man may flyecertapne- 
But ſuche dethe is meteſt / vnto a noble knight. 


But dethe it to call / me thynke it is vnright 
Sithe his woꝛthy name / ſhall laſt parpetuall 
To all his nacion / example and clere ligut 
But to his pꝛogeny / mooſt ſpecially of all 
His ſoule is in pleaſure! of glozy cternall 
So duke mooſt doughty, toy may that nobſe tree 
whole bꝛaunches honour/ſhallneucrfadene fall 
Whyle beeſt is in erthe / oꝛ fyThes tn the lee. 


Lo Codꝛus / here haue tolde the by and by 
Ot ſhepherde Coꝛnir / the wofull elegy 

wherin he mourned the greuous payne and harde 
And laſt departyng/of noble lozde Yawarde 
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Mo ꝛe he endpted / of t. is good ad awꝛalr 
But truely Codꝛus / I can nat tell the all. 
¶ Codꝛus. 
C Mynalcas / Jſwere by holy Peters cope 
If allthyng foꝛtune / as J haue truſt and hope 
yf happy wynde blowe / J (hall oꝛ it be long 
Coõkoꝛt thy ſoꝛowe / and wele tewarde thy ſong 
What truſt man a whyle / tyll better foꝛtune come 
pk mp parte be anp / than ſhall thy parte be ſome, 
¶ Mypnalcas. 
yt thou in purpoſe / ſo to rewarde my hyꝛe 
God * Codꝛus / thy wyſſhing x deſpꝛe. 
odꝛus. 
CFoxothe Mynalcas / I wyſſhe the ſo in dede 
And that ſhalt p knowe / if foꝛtune with me ſpede 
Farewell Mpnalcas / foꝛ this tyme dieu te garde 
Nerc is wynter / the woꝛlde is to harde. 
(C Pynalcas. 
¶ So wꝛetched nigarde / god ſende the care x payne 
Our loꝛde let the neuer / come hyder moꝛe agapne 
And as dyde Mydas / god tourne it all to golde 
That euer thou toucheſt oꝛ ſhalte in handes holde 
Foꝛ ſo moche on golde / is fired tl y ſyking 
That thou diſpyſcſt / bothe vertue and cõönyng. 
Explicit. 
¶ Thus endeth the fourthe Eglogge dt Ylerandze 
Barcley, cõteyning the maners of riche men 
anenſt poetes and other clerkes. Emy 
pꝛinted by Richarde Pynſon / 
pꝛiter to the kynges no 
ble grace. 


. CThefyfte Eglogof Alexandꝛe Bazclay of 
the Cytezen and vplondyſhman. 
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A tolde January-whan fyꝛe is comfoztable 
And that the feldes /be nercintollerable 
Whan ſhepc ⁊ paſtourcsAcucth felde x folbe 

And dꝛawe to cotcs/foz to eſchewe 5ᷣ colde 
What tymethe verdurt / or grotide z euer tre 
By oſt and ſtoꝛmes 18 pꝛpuate of beaute 
And euery ſmall byꝛde/thynketh the wynter longe 
Whiche well apereth / by ccaſyngeofthey; ſonge 
At this ſame ſcaſon/two herdes /freſſhe of age 
At tyme apopnted / met bothe in one cotage 
The fyꝛſte hyght fauſtus/the ſeconde Ampntas 
Harde was to knowe / whiche better huſbande was 
Fo: eche olthem bothc-fet mote by plcaſour 
Than by habundaunce-ofrychcs oz treſour 
Impntas was fozmallc-/and pꝛopꝛe in his gere 
Aman on his cloke / ſhoulde not aſpycd a here 
Noz of his clothynge /one wꝛyncle ſtode a wꝛye 
In london he lerned / to go ſo mancrip 
Hygh on his bonet / ſtacke a fayꝛt bꝛoche oftyune 
His purſys lyuynge / was ſymple pooze and thynne 
But a loꝛdes ſtomake/and a beggers pouche 
Fullyll actoꝛdeth/ſuche was this comely ſlouche 
In the towne andepte /ſo longe getted had he 
That frome thens he lledde / oz det and pouerte 
No wafrer / tauerne/halehous /oʒ tauerner 
To hym was there hydde / whyle he was hoſtelcr 
Fyꝛſte was he hoſteier / andthan a wafrer 
Than a coſtermonger /and laſt a tauerner 
Aboute all London /there was no pꝛopꝛe pꝛym 
But longe tyme had ben / lamylyer with hym 
But whan coyne faplednofanour moze hadde he 
wherloze he was gladde / out ofthe towne to lle 


ö 
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But ſhepe herde Fauftus-wag yet moze foztunate 
Fo: alwaye was hc/content with his eſtate 
pet nothynge he hadde-toconfo:tchymin age 
Saue a melche cowe / and a pootecotage 
The towne he vled / and grete pleaſurehadde 
Co ſe the cyte/oſtyme whyle he was ladde 
Foꝛ mylke and botter/he thyther bzought to ſell 
But neuer thought he / in cyte foz to dwell 
Foz well he noted/the madde enoꝛmpte 
Enup/fraude/malyte/and ſucheinyquyte 
Whiche reygne in cytes-therfoze he ledde his lyfe 
Up londe in vyllage / without debate and ſtryfe 
Whan theſe two herdes / were thus together met 
Hauynge no charges /noʒ labour them to let 
Thepʒ ſhepe were all ſurt / and cloſpd in a cote 
Chemſelte lape in lyttre/pltaſauntiy and hote 
Foꝛ coſtip was ſyꝛe/in hardeſt ol the pere Vie 
wha men haue moſt nede-thieucry thſge is dere 
Foz paſſyngeoftyme/and recreacyon 
The bothe delyted / in tõmunpcacpen 
Namely they pledyd-ofthe dyuerſyte 
Ofrurall huſbondes/and men ofthe cyte 
Faſtus attuſed/and blamed Cytezyns 
To them imputynge-grete fautes cryme # ſynnes 
Ampntas blamed/the rural men agayne 
And eche ol thẽ bothe/his quateyi dyde maynteyne 
All wzothe dyſpyſed /all malyce and yll wpll 
Clenclaydea parte-/echedydereherſehis ſkpll 


But lyꝛſte Amyntas/thus foz toſpcke began 
As he whiche countcd/hymſelfethebetterman 
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Thelongeyſeſycles/atthe hewſps honge 
The ſtreamcs froſen / the nyght iscolde andlonge 
Where botes rowed / now cartes haue paſſage 
Frome poke the oxen / be lowſed and bondage 
The ploweman reſteth/auoyde ot all buſpneiſe 
Saue whan he tendeth/his harmes toz to dꝛeſſe 
Mably his wyfe/ſytteth byloꝛe the fyze 
Ill blacke and ſmoke / clothed in rude atyꝛe 
Sethynge ſome greweil / and ſterynge the pulment 
Ofkpecleoz frument /a noble meete foz lent 
The ſomer ſeaſon/men countet nowlaudable 
Whoſe feruour befoze-thep thought intollerabie 
The frolty wpnter-and weder temperate 
whiche me thi pzapſed-they now dyſpꝛyſe @ hate 
Coldethey deſpꝛed / but now it is pꝛeſent | 
The bꝛaule and grutche-they2 myndes not content 
Thus mutable men-them pleaſed can not holde 
At grete hete 2-4 6 oaks wha it is colde 


All pleaſure pzcſent-ofmenis counted ſmall 
Deſyzcobtepnedſomecounteth nought at all 
What men hope aſter/that ſemeth grete and dere 


At lyght by dyſtaunte/apereth great and clere. 
¶ amyntas. 


Echetyme and ſeaſon/hath his delpte and Joyes 
Lohe inthe ſtretes / beholdethe lytell bopes - 
Howꝛ in fruyte ſeaſon-fozJoyethey ſynge and hope 
In lent ccheone-full buſy is with his tope 
And now in wynter / loꝛ all the greuous colde 
All rent and ragyd /a man maye them beholde 
They haut great pleaſure/ſuppoſynge well to dyne 42 
whan men ben buſped / in kyllynge ol fat ſwyne 42 


They get the bladder / and blowe it grete tend thyn 
With many beancg-o2 pcaſcn bounde within 
It ratleth ſoundcth/andlhpneth ciere and fayze 
whyleitts thꝛowen / and caſt vp in the apꝛe 
Tchcone contendeth / and hath a grete delpte 
With ſote oꝛ with hande / the bladder foz to lmyte 
Yfit fall to gronnde / they lyfte it vp agayne 
This wple to labour /they count it ſoꝛ no payne 
Bennpnge and lepynge/they dꝛpue awape the colde 
The ſturdy plo wmen / luſty ſtronge and bolde 
Ouertometh the wynter / with dꝛyuyngethe fotec ball 
Fozgctyngelabour-and manp a greuous fall 
¶fauſtus. 
Men labour ſoꝛer /in fruyteles banyte 
Than in fapꝛe warkes / ol grete vtylyte 
In ſuchethꝛyftles / we labour fo: dimage 
Warke we dyſpyſe / whiche bꝛyngeth auauntage 
C Impntas. 
Towchyngethey: labour /it tan not me dyſpleaſe 
Whple we be in reſte / and better here at caſe 
In the warme lyttre/ male payne hathe lyteil hyꝛe 
Here maye we walowe / whyle myltzze is on the fy2e 
ylit becrudded-of bꝛede we nede no crome 
yfthou byde fauſtus/therolthou ſhalte haue ſome 
¶ fauſtus. | 
Wynter declareth Aardenedeand pouerte 
Than men it fcleth-whiche haut neteſſpte 
Treuly Impyntas/ I teil the myne entent 
we fonde yonge people / be moche impꝛouydent 
we ſtrape in ſomer / without thought care /oꝛ hede 
Ofſuche thynge as we / in wynter ſhall haue nede 
Is ſoont as we here /a bagpype oꝛ adzowne 


[ 
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Than leue we labour / there is our monaye gone 


But whan the noꝛthe wynde / with ſtoꝛmes byolent 
Hath b2zought cold wyter / poꝛe wꝛetches to tures 
And voyde ot leues 18 cuery bowe and tree 
That one mape clercly/the emty neſtes ſe 
Than is all our woll / aud lambes gone and ſolde 
We tremble naked /and dye almoſt foꝛ colde 
Our ſholders all bare /out hoſe and ſhowes rent 
By retcheles pouthe/thus all is gone and ſpent 
This cometh foꝛ wantynge / ol good pzoupſpon 
vouthe dayncth counſayle/ſcoꝛnynge dyſcrecyon 
whan pouerte thus/hathe caught vs in his ſnare 
Than dothe the wynter / our madde folp declare 
Now treuly Ampntas / teu the my mate 
Chat to wne dwellers lyue / gretely moze foztunate 
And ſomwhat wyſer / be they alſo than we 
They gather treaſoure / and tryches in plente 
They ſpople the lambes / and loxys of the ſynne 
To lappe thepꝛ wombes / ano lat ſpdes therin 
In luſt in pleaſure/and in good habundaunce 
Paſſe they theyz lyues / we haue not ſuffpſaunce 


C . 

The men ofthe erthe / be fooles euerychone 

We pooꝛe ſhepeherdcs/benot to blame alone 
Mone foly vercth-the manofthe Cypte 

J graunte vs ouerſene/they madder be than we 
Thoughe F longe ſeaſon / dyde in thecyte dwell 

I fauour it not/trouthe dare I boldeip teil 
1 Cytczpns be-oflyuyngerepzouable 

pet foꝛtune to them /is moche moze fauozable 
Foꝛtune to them /is lyke a moder dere 


As a ſtepmoder/ſhe dothe to vs apere it 
The. v.eglog. J. iiii. 


Them che exalteth / to honour and rycheſſe 
Us ſheoppꝛeſſetuj/in care and wietchydnelle 
What is vayne ſoꝛtunc / bit thynge bytuperable 
An vihappy madneſſe-vnwozthy and vnſtable 
CFauſtus. 
Nodoubte Imynteas/let me be foztunate 
And than ſhall Fſoone/becomeagreteeſtate 
My copuc ſhall encreaſe/than ſhoztly ſhall J be 
Called to offyce/to gouerne a cyte 
All men ſhall here me / and gyue me credence 
Che comonte bareheed /ſhall do me reuerence 
Al other rules owe men and comonte 
Shall gladly deſyʒe/to haue aduyſe ot me 
pf Abe happy /and foztuneonmeſmyle — - 
Thus ſhall Jaſſende-and mount withina whyle 
IſkethouofCoznyx@declare to the he can 
Howcoyne moze than conynge/eralteth many man 


C 8. 

© Fauſtus Fauſtus/thou erres frome the wape 
This is not ſoztune-full lytell do ſhe mape 
Thoughe Þ myſelfe-roherſcd but lately 

That foztunehathemyght/a man to magnyſp 
Ikepe the opynpon / ot wytles comontt 

And grounded myſelfe / on none auctoꝛpte 
It is not foztune-that graunteth excellence 

Cre wi honour is wonne / by vertu and ſcyence 
pt men gette honour / by other polecy . 

It is vo honour/but wzetched myſery * 
God maketh myghty/ god gyueth trewe honour 

To godly perlones /ol godly behauyour 
God fyꝛſte dyſpoſed / and made dyueriyte 
Bctwene rude plowmen / and men ofthe Cyte 


And in what maner/Coznyr thyneowne mate 
As we went talkynge-recounted to me late 
¶ fauſtus. 
what tolde the Coꝛnyx//tell me Ithe pꝛape 
He hadde good reaſon / ſuche thynges to conuaye 
His wyt was pzegnantmo reaſon dyde he want 
But trouthe to declare/his monaye was but ſcant 
But what than / ſome man hath pleynte of cunnynge 
Whiche hath 1 clle-\mal plepnteoz nothynge 
Amyntas 


In herynge my tale/ytthou haue thy delyte 
Than take ſomt labour /ſoʒ now is good reſpyte 
Fauſtus arpſe thou / out otthy lyttre hote 
Go ſe and vyſyte / our wethers in the cote 
Atyſe go and tome /thou arte bothe vonge and able 
Ifter grete colde/hete is moze comfoztable 
Go man oz ſhame/he is a ſlouth full dawe 
whiche leueth ee ee 


1 9 . 
Thynke not Ampntas/that faſtus hathe dyſdapne 
To do thy pleaſure / Ichall rełuſe no payne 
Lokte here ImpntasAozde benedycyte 
Che cold ſuo we recheth / moche hygher thů my kne 
Scant mape the houſes /ſuche burthen well ſuſteyne 
Leſſe hurte is tempeſt / and ſodayneſtozmeofrayne 
On toppeotłthechymnape/there is an hepe of ſnowe 
So hyeextendynge / dur ſteple is mozelowe 
3 — e | 
That playnly Imyntas/amaſydis my ſyght 


C Impyntas, 


Gyueto the beſtes-good rowen in plrynte 
And ſtoppe all the holes / where thou can kautes ſe 


Stop them w ſtubbyll / eſte daube them w ſome claye 
And whan Þ haſt done than come agapne thy waye 
Noughtis moꝛe noyſom/to flocke/cotãge/ne folde 
Than ſodaynt tempeſt/and vnpꝛouyded colde 
What now all redy/frende Fauſtus hert agayne 
By ſhoꝛte concluſpon/bad warkeapereth playne 
Thy comynge agapne /me thpnke is all to ſoone 
Ought to haue mended / oz pꝛolyte to haue done 
| C fauſtus. ; 
This combꝛous wether / made me moꝛt dylygent 
Iran all the wape/bothe as tame and went 
And there I ſpedde me / and toke the greter payne 
Betcauſr I lyghtip / wolde be with the agapnt 
Ifter grete colde / it is full ſwete god wote 
To tomble in the ſtrawe /o in the lyttre hote 
Now be we faſtus / in hey vp to the chynne 
Fully thy pꝛomes/ I pꝛapt the now begynne 
Tell the begynnynge / olthe dyuerſpte 
Bet wene rurall men / and men okthe cyte 
Iunowe the reaſon / and — 
But ſyth Ihym ſawe / de palled ytres ſyxe 
His iocunde Jeſtes / made me oſtetyme full 


l ull gladde 
Our fyꝛſt acquayntaiice/was whan I was aladde 


Nowſpeke my fauſtus/and J ſhall holde me ſtyll 
Tyll thou haue ended / and ſpoken all thy wyll 
| CImpntag. 
This grete dyfference/and fyzſtedpuerſpte 
Betweue rurall men / and themofthecyte 
Began in this wpſe / as coꝛnyx me tolde 
Whiche well coulde comon / olf many maters olde 
Ipꝛſte whan the woꝛlde / was fourmed and create 
Ind Adam with Eue / were ſet in theyz eſtate 


— — 


| 


Our loꝛde comoyned them bothe/as man and wyfe 
To lyue in concozde-the ſeaſon ol they lyle 
Ind them commaunded / mankynde to muityply 
By generacpon /to get them pzogeny , 
They botheobeped/this ſwete commaundeincn: 
With faythfull hertes / and labour dylygent 
But wolde to Jheſu/they hadde ben wyſe and ware 
Frome p fatal frupte / whiche kyndled all theyz care 
But to my purpoſe-fy2ſte ue hadde chyldꝛen two 
A ſont aud a doughter-our loꝛde dylpoſed fo 
And ſo pere by pere-twotwynnes foꝛthe lhe bꝛought 
wyhan god aſſyſteth / man wozkcth not loꝛ nought 
By ſuche maner/theſe two dyde them apply 
The wozlde to ſulyll / encreace and multyply 5 
At laſt our loꝛde/at ende ot lyſtene pere | 
ToEueour moder / dyde on atpme appere 
And in what maner / now here me Impntas 
Mam onth . feldc-fozth with his wethers was 
His flocke than he fedde / without all dꝛede and fert 
Than wert no wowers / hym noz his wyfe to dear 
He was not troubled/that tyme with Jeiowip a 
Than was no body /to do that bylanp 
No hozned kyddes / were lyuynge at that tyme 
Longe after this / began this curſedcryme 
Than was no cocko /bet wene the ceſt and weſt 
To lape wꝛonge egges / within a ſtraunge neſt 
Than none ſuſpected/the lyupngeol his wpſe 
Weclocke was qupet/and pleaſaunt without ftryfe 
But after whan people/began to multyply 
Than fyzſte was kyndled/the flame ol Jelowip 
Foz that man commynteth / ſoze dꝛedeth he agayne 
Fcaude fcreth lalſhode / ſuſpectyngt oſt in vaynt 


I thefe ſuſpecteth allmenoffelony 
Bꝛekers of wedlocke / be fullof Jolouſp 
And therfoꝛe al ſuche / as with ſwerde do ſtrpke 
Fere to be ſerued / with the (caberdelyke 
Thus whyle that Adam / was pytchynge ol the lolde 
Euc wag at home / and ſate on the thzeſſholde 
With all her babys / and chyldꝛen her about 
Other on her lappt / within oz elles without 
Now hadde ſhe pleſure-them collynge and baſſh 
Ind eſte was ſhe buly/them iowiynge andkempge 
And buſy with butter / foz to anopnt theyʒ necke 
Somtyme lhe muſyd/ them pleaſauntip to decke 
Jathe meane tyme / whyle ſhe was occypped 
Our loꝛde dꝛawynge nere / ſhe lodepnly eſpyed 
Anone ſhe bluſſhed / reuolupnge in her mpnde 
That pfour loꝛde ther dal thole babys ſynde 
So ſone engendꝛed / ſuppoſynge he nedes muſt 
That it was token /otto great carnall luſt 
Ind all aſſhamed/as faſt as euer ſhe myght 
She haſted and hydde / ſome ofthem out olſyght 
Some vnder hey / ſome vnder ſtrawe and chaffe 
Some in the chymnape / ſome in a tubbeofdzaffe 
But ſuche as were fapꝛe/ and ofthepꝛ ſtature ryght 
As wyſe and ſubtyle-reſerued ſhe in ſyght 
Anone came our loꝛde / vnto the woman nere 
And her ſaluted / with ſwete and ſimplynge chere 
And ſapde woman / let me thy chyldꝛen ſe 
Itome to pꝛomote /eche aſtet his degre 
Fyꝛſte was the woman /amalpyd nere ſoꝛ dzede 
At the laſt ſhe commaunded-the eldeſt to pꝛocede 


And gaue them confoztc-to haueaudacyte 
Though they were bolder / doubted leſſe than ſhe 


[ 


Godon them ſmpled / and them comloꝛted ſo 
As we with wheipes / and byꝛd es vie to do 
And than at the laſte/to the moſt olde of all 
he lapde haue thou Ceptre/ołrome imperpall 
Thou arte the eldeſt / thou ſhalte haue mooſt honout e 
Juſtycerequyzeth-that thou be emperoure 
Than to the ſetonde/he ſayde it is ſemynge 
That thou be haunſed / to honourofakynge 
Aud vnto the thyzde-he gaue ſuche dygnyte 
To gupde an army /and noble duke to be 
And ſayde haue thou here / harde yron and armoure 
Be thou in bataple/a heed anda gouernoure 
Ind ſo ſoꝛthe to other /as they were in degre 
Eche he pꝛomoteth / to woꝛthy dygnyte . 
Some made he erles /ſome loꝛdes ſome barons . 
Some ſqupers /knyghtes / ſome hardy chaͤpyos 
And thã bꝛought he ſoꝛthe/the Ceptre and thecrowne 
The ſwerde/ß pollax/the heime and ß haberiowne 
Che ſtremer/ſtandarde/the getton / and the mace 
The ſpere/⁊ the ſhelde / now Eue hadde grete ſolace 
He gaue them armoure / and taught them polecy 
All thynge — rt 
Chan made he — and gouernoures 
Marchauntes/ſhꝛeues/and other pꝛotectoures 
Aldermen / burgeyſes / and other in degre 
After the cuſtome/oftourte / and of Cyte 


Thus allthechyldꝛen/than beynge in pꝛeſence 
He ſet in houour / and rowmeof excellente 

Oltyme teuoluynge / and tournyngt in his mynde 

Che caduke honoures/belongyngeto mankynde 
n the meane ſeaſon/Eue very toyfull was 
That all theſe maters / wert bzought ſo well to pas 


Than lle ſhe in haſt/foz to haue pleaſour moꝛe 
And them pꝛeſented / whom lhe hadde hydde befoe 
Ind vnrequpꝛed/pꝛeſentynge them ſayde ſhe 
O loꝛde theſe alſo-my veray chyldzen be 
Theſe be the frupte / alſo of my wombe 
Hyd foꝛ ſhamefaſtneſſe / within my houſe at home 
O loꝛde molt myghty/hye lader cretour 
withſaue to graunt them /ſome offyce oł honour 
Thepꝛ heet was ruggyd/poudꝛed all with chaffe 
So mt full ot ſtrawes / ſome other full of dꝛaffe 
Some with cobwebbeg / and duſt were ſo araped 
That one beholdyngeon them / myght be afrayde 
Blacke was they: colour /and bad was thepꝛ fygure 
Uncomely to ſpght-myſlhapen offtature 
Our loꝛde not ſmyled on them to ſhewe pleaſaunce 
But ſayde to them thus / with trowbled coũtenaũce 
ve ſmell au ſmoky/ol ſtubbyll and ofchaffe 
yeſmellcfthe grounde / ol we des nud ol dzaffe 
And after pour ſent/and tedyous ſauoure 
Shall be your rowmes/and all your behauour 
None can a pptcher-tourne to a ſpluer pete 
Noz make goodly ſylke-ofa gotes flece 
And harde is alſo/to make withouten fayle 
A bzyght two hande ſwerde / ol a cowes tayle 
Nomoze wyll Imakhe/how beit that Jcan 
Oka vyle vylapne /a noble gentylman 
ve ſhall be plowemen / and tyllers ofthe grounde 
To payne and labour /ſhall yealwaye be bounde 
Some ſhall kepe oxen / and ſome ſhall hogges kepe 
Som ſhall be thꝛeſchers / ſom other lhallkepe ſhepe 
To dyg and to delue-tohedgeandto dyke 
Take this foz your lot / and other labour lyke 


To dꝛudge and to dꝛeuyil / in warkes vyleand rude 
This wyſc ſhall pe lyue/in endeles ſeruptude 
Byppynge-and mowynge/ ol fother gras ⁊ cone 
Yet ſhall to wne dwellers / ofte laughe you vnto ſcoꝛſi 
Yet ſome ſhall we graunt / to dwell in the cyte | 
Fo: tomake podynges/oꝛ butchers foꝛ to be 
Coblcrs-0z tynkers/02 elles coſtard Jaggers 
Hoſtelcrs 02 daubers /0z dzowpy water laggers 
Ind ſuche other ſo:te-whoſedayly buſyneſſe 
Paſſeth in warkes / and labour ef vylenes 
To ſtowpe / and to ſwete / and ſubiecte to become 
And neuer to be rydde / from bondage x thꝛaldome 
Than bꝛought our lozde/to them the carte ⁊ harowe 
The gad /⁊ the whyp/Þ matoke a the whelebarow 
The ſpade/the ſhouell / the fozke and the ploughe 
And all ſuche towles / than bad hethem be toughe 
And neuer to grutche /at labonrno2 at payne 
Jo: yfthey ſo dydeAt ſhoulde bethynge in vaynt 
Thus ſayde the kather / and loꝛdeomnypotent 
And than he aſcended / vp tothe ty2zmament 
Thus began honour-and thus began bondage 
And dyuerſyte / olcyte and vyllage 
And ſeruple labour /fyꝛſte in this wyſe began 
Demaunde of Coꝛnyx / declare the trouthe he tan 
This tolde me Coꝛnyx/whiche dwelled in the fen 
Itruſte his ſapenge-befozc a thouſande men 
¶ fauſtus 


Is this the mater/pꝛayſedofthe ſo ſoꝛe A 
Aſtrawe fo fables / Iſet by them no ſtoꝛe 
It were ameruaple/yf Coꝛnyx mater tolde 
To laude o ſhepeherdes / oꝛ pio wmen to vpholde 
hc dwelt in the towne / and heide with the cyte 


— — — 
— — — 


Cyll nede hym mouyd /a s it hathe dꝛyuen the 
Whan nont ot pou bothe / dare to the towne reſoꝛte 


Amonge vs ſhepcherdes/yet ſynde pe here conloꝛte 


So bothe thou and he / be gretely foz to blame 
To ett our vytaple / and than to hurte our name 
The yonge menoktownes / to mocke vs haue a guyle 

Fought elles can they do/ſaue lpes to deuyſe 
This vapne inuencpon / and folyſſhe fayned fable 

Agaynerurall men/they haue delpte to bable 
And nought they aſſhame / as blyde wietches vnwyſe 

Ok god almyghty/ſuche leaſynges to deupſe 
This ſcoꝛſy lcoftynge-declarethopenly 
Agaynſte rucall men-/rebuke and tniury 
But thou arte ſo rude/thy paunche is fo latte 
Agayne thyneowneſclfe-thou buſy arte to chatte 
Alyte this ſame Jeſt/is thy rebuke and blame 


Thy dullyd reaſon/can . 


But J wall pzoue the/thatrurall people 

Moꝛe wyle andnoble-than they ofthe 

Ind that the cyte/is full ot fraude and 

whan fn 
¶ Amyntas 


J pꝛapethe faſtus/hereloꝛe be thou not mothe 
To haue dyſpleaſoure olthe / I were ryght lothe 
JF thought no mawgre / I tolde it ſoꝛ a bourde 
yl J hadde knowen / J ſhoulde haue ſayd no woꝛde 
But ſape thy pleaſure/nom teil foꝛthe thy ſentence 
And I ſhall here the / wich ſobze pacyence 
¶ fauſtus 


I ſhall not denye-our payne and ſeruytude 
F knowe that plowmen-fo2 the mooſt parte berude 
Now ſhall I tell the/hygh matcrs trewe golde 


WU hichecurteys Candydus / vnto me ones tolde 


Notight ſhall J fozge-noz ofnoleaſynge bable 
This is trewe hyſtoꝛy/and no ſurmyſed fable 
It the benynnynge / of thynges fyꝛſte ok all 
God made ſhepeherdes / and other men rurall 
But the fyꝛſte piowman / and tyller ofthe grounde 
Was rude and ſtoꝛdy / dyſdaynynge to be bounde 
Rughe and ſtoboꝛʒne / and Cayn dyde men hym call 
He hadde no mercy / and pyte none at all | 
But lyke as the grounde / is dull / ſtony / and toughe 
Stubberne and heup/rebellynge to the ploughe 
So the lyꝛſte ploughman / was ſtronge and obſtynate 
Fro warde ſcife wyllynge / and mouer ofdebate 
But the fyꝛſte ſhepeherde / was meke a nothynge fell 
Humble as is a lambe / and called was Ibell 
Aſhepe gyucth mylke / and lytell hatheofgall 
So this good Abell/hadde none yll wyl at all 
Ho ſhepcherde ſounde hym / iniurpous noz wꝛonge 
In durynge his lyfe / whyle he was thcmamonge 
And olt ofhis flocke / made he good ſacryfyce 2 
Okcalle oꝛ lambes /ſuche as were moſt of pꝛyce 
Indoffat wethers/the beſt not ſpared he | 
To honour our lozde-and peaſc his deyte 
Thus hadde he fauout / with godomnypotent 
So plealyngt our loꝛde/that to this tyme pꝛeſent 
From fyꝛſt begynnynge/ol erth e and man moꝛtall 
God hathe hadde fauoure-to people paſtozall 
And pooꝛe ſhepeherdes-they: cotes/feide and ſhepe 
Aungeiles haue come /ſoꝛ todefende and kepe 
Some ſhepeherdes were /in londe of aſſerye 
Thiche after haue ben-pzomoted very hye 
that from totes / and houſes paltozall 


The. v.egiog. B.i. | 


They haue aſcended-todygnyte ropall 
Chargps and labour / ſo dothe mp reaſon blynde 
That call thepꝛ names/tan I not vnto mpnde 
Yet let me ſtody/auoydynge pertur baunce 
So mape I call them /vnto my remembzaunce 
Lo now I haue them/Abꝛaham/and J co b 
Lot /I ſaac/yonge Joſeph/and Job 
Theſe now rcherſed /and all the patryarches 
Haue not dyſdapned/poꝛc ſhepe noꝛ herdes warkes 
Them hathe our loꝛde/called from humble thynges 
And made them pꝛynces / dukeg/other kynges 
So haue they chaunged/theyꝛ clothyngcpaſtozall 
with golden garment / purpure / and gape pall 
And than haut after by magnanpmpte 
Bꝛought noble ropalmes /in thepꝛ captyurte 
Ind haue in bataple/ ben mpghty conquerours 
Won kame immoꝛtall/and excellent honours 
Parps was paſtour-the ſone ot ꝛyamus 
Pan / Sylene / Oꝛpheus / and Joly Cyterus 
Sa wll was ſhepherde / io was heinlykewyſe 
whiche wolde haue offrcd/his ſont in ſacryfpſe 
Mopleg was ſhepherde / and was his ſtocke keppnge 
whan he came barebote / vnto the buſlhe flamynge 
Comannded by god-toleue his flocke and go 
On goddes meſſage /to ſturdy Pharao 
Alſo Apollo was herde / ſomtpme in Grece 
Nothpnge dyldapnynge / to handle ewe and ſtete 
As wꝛyteth poetes/he lefte dyuyne honour 
Gladde amonge wethers / to be a gouernour 
Che bleſſyd aungelles / bꝛought to ſuche men as we 
Meſſage ofconcoꝛde / of pcas/aud vnyte 


And ſonge that glozia/ſtyenge intheſkye 


{ 


| 


Whiche our (pz Sapſon / doth ſynge lo merely 
Fyꝛſt hadde ſhepeherdes / ſure tydynge by meſſage 


That god was made man /to bye hamapne lynage 


And herdes inſtructt / by voyce angelycall 
Sa we god incarnate /and boꝛne fyzſtcofall 
Indthis was pleaſour/of goddes maieſte 
That ſymple herdes / hym fyꝛſte ol all ſoulde ſc 
Ind in theyꝛ maner / make vnto hym offryngcs 
Befoze eſtates /as ryche and myghty kynges 
The ioly harper / whiche after was a kynge 
Ind llewe the gyaunt / ſo ſtoutly with his lynge 
Was fyꝛſte a ſhepcherde/oꝛ he hadde dygnyte 
Byght ſo were many / as ſtoute and bolde as he 
And our lozde Jheſu-our god and ſauyour | 
Named hymſelfe /a ſhepeherde oz a paſtour 
Ryght ſo he named / men meke and pacyent 
His flocke and his ſhepe / foꝛ maners innocent 
Thynke not theſe woꝛdes / gloſpd noz in vayne 
They are the goſptil / ſo ſayth (pz Peter playne 
Iſawe them mpfelle / well papntedon the wall 
Late gaſynge vpon / our chyꝛche cathedꝛall 
J ſawegrete wethers / in pyctute and mall lambes 
Dauncynge / ſome ſlepynge / ſome ſowkßgeokthepz 
And ſome on v groũde /me ſemed lycnge ſtyll (dames 
Than ſawe J hoꝛſemen/at pendant ofan hyll 
And the thꝛe kynges / with all they; company 
They: crownes glyweryngt / bꝛyght and oꝛyently 
With they pꝛeſenteg / and gyftes myſtytall | 
All this bchelde Jan pyctute onthe wall 
But the pooze paſtourts/as pcople innocent 
Fyꝛſt ſawe the Cryb/ol out loꝛde omnypotent 


Thus it apereth / god loucth poozeſpaſtours 
The, v.eglog. B. li. 


Seth he them graunted / to haue to grete honours 


Our loꝛde hathe fauour / bothe in the lhcpe and folde B 
As it apereti / by thc hoſtoꝛyes olde 
Our loꝛde is redy/to ſocour the vyllage C 


Deipyſyngetownes / foꝛ malyce andoutrage 
Fo2 god is content / with ſymple pouerte 
Pꝛyde he deſpyſeth / and wrongfull dygnyte 
C Impntas. Vo 
In good fayth Faſtus-thy tale is verytable 
Srounded on lernynge / and gretiy commendable H 
Lately mpſelfe/to ſe that pycture was 
Iſawe the manger / ſawethe ore and aſſe 
F well remembꝛed/the people in my mynde 
Methynke yet J ſe/the blacke facys ofynde 
Me thyntze pet Iſe/the herdes and the kynges 
And in what maner / wert oꝛdꝛed they? oftryngcs 
Is longe as F lyue / the better ſhall J loue 


The name ot herdes / and cytczyns repꝛoue 
Wherkoze mate faſtus / pꝛaye god gyue the care 
Yfthou the fautes/ofonp tyte lpare D 


Spekt on / and ſpare not / and touche they: errour 
vet mape me comon / moze than a large houre, 
E Fauſtus, 
Than tourne we to talke/a whyle of Cyſezpns O 
To touche they} loly/and parcellofthey: ſpnnes 
' Thynkenot Imyntas/that thep ofthecyte 
Lyue beftcrlyfe-02 wyſelyerthan we 
All vl theyz clothpnge-bedoubled fo2 the colde 
Ind thoughe they glyſter-lo gayly in biyght golde 
ShynyngeinſylkesAn purpure /oꝛ veluet 
In furryd robys-02 clokes of ſcarlet 
And we pooze herdes / in rullet cloke and hode 


Itis notclothÞnge/can make a man be good 
otter in in ragges/pure lvuynge innocent 
Than a ſoule detyled /in ſumptuous garment 
cult me Ampntas /m ſelfe with thelelamc cyen 
Hale in the tyte / ſucht oſtentymes ſeen 
Jet in thepꝛ ſplkes/and b e in the market 
Is they were loꝛdes / J oft haue ſeen them Jet 
Whiche are ſtarke beggers / and lyue in nede at home 
Ind oft go to bedde-fo2 nede with empty wombbe 
Nought is moꝛe kolyſſhe / than ſuche wꝛetches be 
Thus with pꝛoude poꝛte /to cloke they2 poucrte 
What is nede clohed / oꝛ fayned habundaunce 
ouerte/ſlouthe / and wzetchedgouernaunce 
What is fayze ſemblaũce / with thought and heuynes 
Fozſoth nought elles / but cloked folyſchnes 
Ind ſome haue J ſeen / whiche is athynge damnable 
That whylethey wolde haue /a lyußge delectable 
3eſt at they: pleaſure/and fare delycyoully 
Haue ſuffered thep2 wyues / defyled wyttyngly 
haue ſolde thepz doughters/floure of vyꝛgynyte 
O derd vn woꝛthy / O blynde inyquyte 
fame honour the ſoult / and chaſtpyte be ſolde 
Fo: wꝛetchyd lyupnge-ocurſedthurſt ofgolde 
) bamnable dede / ſo manp ſoꝛ to ſpyll 
One wꝛetchyd carkes / and bely fo: to fpll 
phat thynge is vpler / what mozeabhompnable 
what thynge moze folyſſhe-moze fals x dcteſtable. 
C Impntas 


phat ykthey tan not/to other craftethem gyue 
No: fpnde ather waye-02 meanes fo2 to lyue 

Ade hath nolawe-oftwo plles parde 
To choſe the leeſt pll/is none iniqupte 


Cfauſtus. 
Seth they haue as many/ſoules as haue we 
Is moche of reaſone / and handes lyke plente 
why mape they not /to honeſt warke the gyue 
And fynde other waye / and maner foz tolyue 
Nd lawe permptteth/noꝛ wylleth man parde 
To commpt mo2d2c-fo2 harde nereſſpte 
Nomoꝛc ſhoulde ony/his ſoule delyle no kyll 
Foꝛ luſt tranſyto2p-02 pleaſure to fulfyll 
Vet be in cytees/mo ſuenge folyſſhnes 
Wenynge by crafte/fo2 to hau greteryches 
By whiche craftes moman hathe ryches founde 
Syth tyme pour loꝛde / fyꝛſt fourmed ma a groũde 
Is Alkemyſtys / wenynge by polcey 
Nature to alter /and coyneto multyply 
Some waſſhe rude metall / with lycourg maaplolde 
Okherbes wenynge / to tourne in to golde 
Ill pale and \moby-by ſuche contynual 
Ind alter labout/the loſe they: lyfeand all 
An other ſoꝛt is/to this not moche vnlpke 
Whiche ſpede they tymes/ĩ wꝛetehyd art magyke 
Therby ſuppoſynge / ſome treaſour to haue founde 
Whtche many peres / is hydde within the grounde 
whatis moꝛe folyſſhe / moꝛe full of vanyte 
Oꝛ moꝛe repugnynge/to faythe and pꝛobyte 
Becauſe they wolde lle / good buſyneſſe and papne 
They vſe ſuche tryfles / ⁊ wꝛetched thyngts vayne 
They pꝛoue all thynges-becaulcthe wolde do nought 
Styll ſckjge newes / ſtyll troubled ĩthepꝛ thought 
Becauſe they wolde fle / the labour olthe lande 
All vdle tryfles / ſuch taketh on they: hande 
Dtyli be they buſp / and neuer come to ende 


To thynge pꝛolytable / do fewe ofthem intende 
melyue by rappne / gyle/fraude and polecy 
Patiury oppꝛelſlpon /and ſome in viury -- 
ome gladly boꝛo we / and neuer paye agayne 
Some kepe krom ſeruaũtes /p ſtipẽd ofrhep; payne 
omereſt men gyltles / and caſte them in pꝛyſon 
Some by ſtronge theues / out ofthe dongyon 
ome fawu ſome later /mã truſt not wha they ſmyle 
Than frame the fcaudes / men ſlply to begyle 
ome in one houre/moꝛe pꝛomes to the wyll 
Than all his dayes/he thynketh to fulfyll 
3y thouſande meanes /of fcaude and craſtyneſſe 
Ly they in wayte-foz honour and rycheſſe 
They fedetheryche/andoftenlet the poze 
Dpe foz pure colde / aud hungre at they: doze 
ve fcde lat oxen/ they Marmoſecttes kepe 
we fede fat Ryddes / Lambes / and good ſhepe 
ind they lede hawes / apes/alſo houndes 


be bꝛynge them butter / egges/cheſe/and woll 
Tancardes of mylde and creame fletynge full 
l maner fleſche / and all theyꝛ hole lpuynge 
Without our labour /treuly they haue nothynge 
e are the feders / of wethers and fat hogges 
And they ofthecyte / fede byꝛdes / and grete dogges 
low Juge Impntas-whichcofthele ſemeth the 
Ol moſt auauntage-and molt nobylyte 
C Impneas, 
by pour labour / pꝛocedeth mote rycheſſe 
Ind moſt auaũtage/as ſemeth trouthe doubtelcg 
hanthis Jmeruaple that theyofthecyte 
Haue ſo grete pleynte / and wenceeſſyte 


Ind ſmall is theyꝛ Jope /ſaue here win our boũdes 
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CTye tauſe tan not J/call to my remembꝛaunce 
wherot pꝛocedeth / theyꝛ lloꝛe and habundaunce 
C fauſtus. 
The tauſe Itoldethe / what woldeſt thou haue moꝛe 
By fraude-and falſhode / haue they ſo myhyll ſtoꝛe 
Se eſt thou not playnly/how thrp ofthe cyte 
Dapyly dyſccyutth/our pooꝛe ſymplycyte 
with that cruelte-agaynſte vs they rage 
By fals oppꝛeſſpon /oꝛ fapꝛe faynedlangage 
Theythynůc it pleaſoure / that ſoꝛowe on them hap 
By gloſcd woꝛdes/totake vs in trappe 
The moſtotthem all / count it an almes dede 
Us herdes to fraude/this is a gintpll mede 
Fo: them we labour /in hete / wynde / colde and raynt 
Ind fraude ⁊ dyſceyte/the paye vs fozour payne 
With myndes and congue-they ſtody and they muſe 
Bothe daye and nyght / vs herdes to abuſe 
Thcp2 wyt and body /all hole do they ply 
Fo: vs pooꝛe wꝛetches/to ſtody polecp 
Ind after theyꝛ kraude / gyle and decepcyon 
Than do they laughe vs / vnto deryſpon 
C Amyntas. 
Dowcame thou to knowlege/olthis enozmyte 
Indoftheſe maners-ofthemofthecyte 
My ſelfe there wonned / andthere was couuerſaunt 
Ofſomeof theſe thynges / yet am Jygnozaunt 
C Fauſtus. 
Chou coude not percepue well /theyꝛ cnozmyte 
Parchaũce thy maners / dyde with they: lyfe agre 
Cherc ſeldome is ſene /grete contradyccpon 
Where men accozdeth in dyſpolycyon 
No laute with mozyans4s blacke dyſſoꝛmyte 
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Becauſe all the ſoꝛte/lykt oltheyꝛ fauour be 
So couthe thou not ſe/theyꝛ vyces noꝛ them blame 
Becauſe thy own lyfe / was fyled with the ſame 
But how J knowe them / now ſhall J tell to the 
Whyle I bꝛought butter /to ſeil tothe Cyte 
Ind other vytayle / I vſed mylke to cry 
Than hadde J — 1 Sn an apotecaty 
Ol hym Flerncd-moche falhode and pꝛactyſt 
Not tothe purpoſe/the ſame to excercyſe 
De couthc make plapſters / ⁊ newe comprcyons 
In valour ſcant woꝛthe/a couple ofonyens 
pet ſolde he the ſame / as it were golde ſo dere 
Nanmcly-yfhappened/ony inkectyfe pere 
I was aquaynted / with many an hucſter 
wich a coſtatdemonger / and with an hoſtlet 
This thefe was crafty-pooze people toſbegyle 
Hone lyke I ſuppoſe/within a doſen mple 
Amonge all other/his fraudes and his crymes | N 
He ſolde one botell/ ol hey a doſen tymes f 
And in the otes /touthe he well droppe a candell X 
Well knewe he how-/his geltes foꝛ to handle 
And in the ſame In/thert dweit a pꝛety pꝛyme | 
Shecouthe well flater / aud gloſe with hym #hym 
And necke a meſure / her \mpzkpngegan her ſale 
She made ten ſhylynge/okone vareil of ale 
whome ſhe begyled / in pottes ſhe was fayne 
To wyn them w ſlelſhe / and papntedloke agayne 
And as I temembꝛe / her name was wanton beſſe 
who ſceſt with her deit / he thzyuednotthelelle 15 
what nede moꝛe pꝛoceſſe /no craſte ot᷑ the cyte 
Is but is myngled / with fraunde and ſubtylte 
Saue onelp the craſte/of an apotycary 


hc. v.eglog. C.i. 


That is all fcaude/and gylefull polccy = 
But all theſe wolde ſwere / that they were innocent 
Oꝛthep toti,c cytt / dyde fyzſte of all frequent 


Chere leruedthey/thelte aud fraude to cxercyſe 


And man ol nature /is moued loone to vyce 
Some be alſo / whiche ſpende theyꝛ patrymony 
whiche was to them lette / by they? olde aunceſtry 
On queaues/bawdes /in ryot and dꝛonkeneſſe 
Theyz name defylynge / deſpyſynge all goodneſſe 
with colt and papnes / ſuche buſulp labour 
Sckynge foz ſhame / and dethe befoze theyz houre 
Sape where is cuſtome / ol foznycacyon 
Inceſt auoutry/and deflozacyon 
Foꝛſynge ot women / murdꝛe and rapyne 
Dyſcoꝛde ⁊ bzaulynge/nnd lyuynge ipke toſwpne 
Malyce/enup/and all intquyte 
Do theſe not rayne /in myddes al the cyte 
All newe abuſpon / pꝛouokynge men to ſpunes 
Hadde ſyꝛzſt begynnynge / amonge the cytezyns 
where dwell grete pꝛynces/aud myghty 
They: lyfe dyſpyſpnge-foz to haue vayne honours 
Capptapnes/ſouldpours / and alllykecompany 
whiche put ſoꝛ money /theyꝛ lpfe in ieopardy 
Theſc dwell not vpon londe / but haunteth the cyte 
Poꝛe herdes lyght not / but koz necellpte 
Fo: lyberte/lyfe-aud iuſtyte to vpholde 
Towne dwellers fpght/foz baynchonour-xgolde 
we fyght-our frendes/and houlholde todefende = 
They fyght foz malpce-tarychrs to aſceude 
Ourcaule and quarell1s to mepntepnetheryght 
But all on ſelfe wpll-withoutreaſonthey fyghs 
They ſeke by woundes/-foz honour and tych 


Ind dꝛruethe wekeſt-tohardetbuſpnes | - 
O blynde ſowdyour-why ſetteſt thou thy hert 
Fo: a vapne ſtypende/agapne a moꝛtall darte 
By thouſande peryllys/thou takeſt thy paſſage 
Fo: à ſmall Lucre/tennynge to grete dammage 
Thep: ſwete lyke they gyue/ſoꝛ a pooꝛe ſtypende 
Auboſte leſe they bothe / and heuen at the ende 
whyle ſome contendeth-and fyghtcth foz his wage 
Hie lyfe he ſpendeth-than fare wellauauntage 
What is moze folyſſhe/oꝛʒ lyker to madneſſe 
Than to ſpende the lyfe/foz gloꝛy and rycheſſe 
what thynge is glozyAaude pꝛayſynge oz fame 
what honour repo:t-/02 what is noble name 
Foꝛſothe nought but voyce oł wytles comonte 
Ind vayne opynpon / ſubiecte to to vanpte 
Pꝛoceſtc ofpetres/reuoluynge ot ſeaſon 
Bꝛyngeth all theſe / ſoone in oblyuyon 
whan lyke is faded /all theſe ben out of ſyght 
Lykcas with the ſonne departeth the dayt lyght 
They all be fooles / whiche medleth with the ſee 
And other wyſe myght lyue /in they: owne countre 
He is but a ſoole/whiche runneth to tempeſt 
And myght lyue on londe / in ſuerte and in reſt 
He is but a toole / whiche hathe ol good plenty 
And it dyſdayneth/to vle and occupy 
And he whiche lyueth / in care and wzetchydnes 
His heyꝛe to pꝛomote /to londes and rycheſſe 
Js moſt foole of all/to ſpare in myſcry 
With good and londes / h /s heyꝛe to magnyty 
And he which leueth / that thynge foz to be done 
Unto his doughter / executour oꝛ ſone | 
Whiche hehymſclfe-myghtin his lyfe fulfylt | 
Thc,v.eglog. C. ii. 
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He is but a foole-ond hath but lytellſkyll 
But all theſe ſoztes/within the cyte be 
They want ol wyſdoine-/and ſuc cuozmyte 
And alſo the youthe /in dapes feſtyuall 
Do nougyht but tolowe-they; luſtes beſtpall 
The weke thep vſe them / in woꝛldly bulyneſſe 
The ſondape ſerueth/to folowe vycyouſncs 
What tymethe ſhoppes/de cloſed all and ſhyt 
Than is the martet / with Thays/Beale-xKyt 
On hyeſt dapes / ſuche ware in namelp ſolde 
Foz — it waxeth/yfit be ones olde 
Hpon the ſondaye / whan men ſhoulde god honour 
Lefte is good labourt / enſued is crrour 
Oftyme the olde frere-that wonned in grenewyche 
Agapne ſuche folpes / was boldly wont to pꝛeche 
He ſapde where baudes / and theyz abuſpone 
Were wonte to abyde / in one vyle place alone 


HBobware they ſpꝛeucled / and ſparcled abꝛode 


Lyke wyſe as ſhyppes/be docked in a rode 
That harde is to knowe / good women frome the pll 

Bp vll example /good are in doubte to ſpyll 
Bawdes be ſuſtred/ſo where they lyſte to byde 

That the ſtrete fadeth / vpon the water ſyde 
Cate / Avll mably / Phylvs / and feat Jeny 
Becauſe ofthe tyte/now can not get one peny 
Uyle Thaps was wont /in angles toz to be 

Now hathe ſhe power /in all the hole cyte 
CImpntas, 
Thou paleſt meſure/Fauſtus by god a vowe 
Thou ſayſtof malyce-ryght well percepue Jnowe 
Mytpgate thy mynde / and tongueto2itis ſhame | 
Men ofthe cyte /thus largely to blame 


what man is fautles / remembꝛethe bplage 
Hob men vplondyſſhe / on holy dayes rage 
Nought can them tame /they be a beaſti ſoꝛt 
In ſwete and labour /hauynge molt chefe comfozte 
On the holp dape / as ſoone as moꝛne is paſt 
Whan all men reſteth / whyle all the daye dothe laſt 
They dꝛynke/ they banket/they reuell and they Jet 
Thep lepe/they daunce / deſpyſynge caſeand reſt 
ꝓkthey ones herc/a bagpypeoz a dꝛone 
Anone tothe time /oꝛ oke be they gone 
Therc vſe they to datice/to gainbaud/and to tage 
Suche is the cuſtome / and vle ol the vyllage 
whan the groũde reſteth / from rakeplough + wheles 
Cha muſt they it trouble /w durthen ol they; heles 
To Baccus they banket / no feeſt is leſtpuall 
They chyde and thechat/ they vary and they beall 
Thep raple and they route /they reuell and they cry 
n — /qmakyngecuppes dꝛpe 


What ſtynt thou thy chat-theſe woꝛdes A defy 

It is to a bylayne/rtbuke and vplanye 

Suche rurall ſolate /ſo playnly ſoʒ to blame 

Thy wozdes ſoundeth-tothy redute and ſhame 
C Impntas, 
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Igapne to thecyte/retourne in gooddes name 
= ¶ fauſtus | 


pet olthe cyte/mo ſoles tellcan F 
whiche wene to nomdꝛe/the ſterres oftheſkye 
By them ſuppoſpnge / eche deſteny to teil 
But all be fooles that with this mater mell 
Yet be they madder / whiche kyxeth they entent 
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Co ſerche the nature / or god omnypotent 
And dare be ſo bolde / to ſet theyꝛ moꝛtall ſpght 
On incompꝛehemipble / and pute ummoꝛtall lyght 
Our fayth is better / vo they of the cyte | 
Beleue by reaſon / with grete dyſtyculte 
Oz they wyll byleue / they bzawle with ar gument 
Plapne ſpeche ſuffyſeth / vs people innocent 
Igapne ſy: Sampſon / they quarellthey defende 
' Weaſke no queſtpon / and vle not to contende 
Welyght thealters/and mauy candels offre 
wan thepofthe townekantly make a p2offer 
They: fayth is feble-our fapth is ſure andſtable 
hep dare be bolde / with doctours fo2 cobable 
I wozldly marchaunt mought knowpnge of doctrpne 
Becauſeofhis coyne-countrth his reafon tynt 
Trult me Impntas mo fo:re who hereth me 
Thecopne andcompuge-doth notaiwaye agre 
Foz ſome bethac haue-grete piepnteofthatone 
whicheokthat other-hauclytcilparteoznonc 
what ſhoulde the foics that dwcllinthecyte 
Oz we ſckets knowe-ofgobdes pꝛyupte 
Pfit were nedefuli/the fo2 to knowe 
To ſympie wetchrsghereon the groundealowe 
It is in power-of god anmppotent | 
His very p2eſence-to vs to repzeſent 
But ſeth his no wiege / n comp2ehenſpble 
why ſeketh fooles / loʒ thynges impoſſyble 
And ſeth god wyll be / vnknowen vnto vs 
why ſholdethyne moztall / of endeles thyng dyſtus 
And rupall ptople /in aimps doth exceil 
Iboue all the fozte-whiche in the cyte dweil 
we gyue woll and chtſe / our wynes coyne and egges 


— — — — — 


whaa freres flater/and pꝛyſe they: pꝛopꝛe legges 
Foz a ſcoʒe of pynnes/and nedles two oꝛ the 
I gentell cluner /t wo cheſes hadde of me 
Phylys gaue coyne/betauſe he dyd her charme 
Euer ſyth that tyme / leſſe hathe ſhe felte ofharme 
pet is in thetyte/a nombꝛe incurable 
Plederg / and broker s/a foule and ſhamelaſt table 
Marchauntesof Juſtyce-hunters ofryches 
Cratchers olcopne/delayers ofpzocclle 
Pꝛolongynge cauſes / and makynge wꝛonge of ryght 
And tyght ot plaine wꝛoͤge/opp̃llyng law w mpght 
Japlers ot Juſtyce-theyz curſed couetyſe 
watreth the plantes-ofcruelte and vyce 
| CImpntas, | 
This haue I pꝛoued/by plapne erperyence 5 
But tell me faſtus / what cauſeth this offence 
C fauſtus 


The rote and the grounde-of this myſgouernaunce 
fauour rewarde / and wylfull pgnozaunce 
Whan coyn oz fauour-ones dymmeth hath the ſyght 
Adieu all uſtyte /in pꝛyſon layd is ryght 
pet be in townes /a table fraudelent | 
Murdꝛers of people-and freofponyſſhement 
Uauntpuge and boſtynge-themlclkeofmedycyne 
Ind nought perceynyuge-of ſepence and doctryne 
Yfthey be letred / with rynges and with chepnes 
Than map they handle / and touche pꝛyup vapncs 
Name all dyſeaſes / and ſoꝛes at theyꝛ wyll 
Juoyde ołconnynge/olteaſon other ſayll 
Suche ryde on mules / and pages by they: ſyde 
But yfthey hadde tyght/on aſſcs ſhoulde they ryde 
Is touchynge tulers /oł all the comonte 


Themo:ethatthey haue ofhye auctozyte 
Oklyberte wyll / and ſynguler plcaſurc 
So moche the moꝛe / pooꝛe people they deuoure 
The houndes ſomtyme / wont foldes foz to kept 
Be now wylde woluts / deucurynge alltheſhepe 
Rulers be robbers/and pyllers be paſtours 
Gone is the gupdynge / of godly gouernours 
O where be rulers/meynteyners of Juſtyte 
Where be ſubduers/and lakers ol all vyce 
Where be the ſrendes / ofmercy and pyte 
Somtyme well rulynge / not ſpoylyngeofthe cpte 
Where vechaſt rulers/iuit meke and lyberall 
Chaunged is loꝛtune / dethe hathe deuoured all 
The woꝛlte remapneth / gone ben the mee and Jult 
In ſtede of vertue/ruleth frewyll / and liſt 
where be the fathers/cyght wozthy an emppꝛe 
Ol whome men counted-gayetalps by the fy:e 
Somtyme with talys/andotherwhyle with ſonge 
So dꝛyupnge a waye-the wynter nyghtes longe 
Aas Impntag mought bydith that is good 
No not my cokers/nip tabert/noʒ my hood 
Alis conſumed /all ſpent and wozne be 
So is all goodneſſe/and weltheofthecyte 
The temples pylled / dothe bytteriycompliayne 
Pooze people wapleth / and cal foz helpe in vapne 
Pooꝛe wydous ſozowe/and chyldꝛen fatherics 
In vayne bewapleth / whan wolues them oppꝛelle 
Syn hath no ſcourge / and vertu no rewarde 
who loueth wyſoome / his foꝛtune is but hatde 
Counceyil and cunnynge/now tombles in the duſt 
But what is the cauſe/awe tourncd is to lui 
Luſt tandcthin ſtede ollawe / andol Juſtyce 
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wherby good lyuynge / ſubdued is by byce 
C Ampntas. 
I tell the Fauſtus-this haſtynes ofthe 
Palleth the bondes/ol ryght and honeſte 
All men thou blameſt / by wꝛothe and haſtyneſſe 
As allcytezyns / werte full of vycpouſnclle 
what man remembꝛe / ſome lyue in innocence 
Some inthe Cpte / be partles ofoifence 
' Chaultus, 
Jam not angry / ſape but veryte 
Here me Imyntas /one clauſe with bꝛeupte 
Is many todes / as bꝛedeth in Jrelonde 
As many Grypes / as bꝛedeth in Englonde 
Ae many Cockowes-as ſynge in January 
And nyghtyngales /as ſynge in Febꝛuary 
Jad as many whalys/as ſwymmeth inthe fen 
So manp ben there /in cytes ol good men 
Agood man is geaſon/not eaſp to be founde 
On londe oz iu cyte/aꝝ ouer all the grounde 
Manp thynges longe / vnto a partyte man 
Alke that of Codꝛus / declare the trouthe he gan 
Badnes encreaſeth / and ouer faſt dothe growe 
Goodntegs and vertu /in tcomynge vp ben llowe 
CFauſtus. 


Chou art madde Jtrowe-ſo many foes haue we 
Is dwell cytezyns /in all the hole cyte 
They clyp vs/they poll vs /they pyll vs to the ſkyn 
And what they may get /p thynke they well co wyn 
To theft they conſtrayne vs / tell the by all Halo ws 
And after by and by-they ſende vs tothe Galows 
Thertoꝛe it is ccaſon / pfought of theyꝛs hap 
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2 come to our clawes / it pꝛpuely to trap 
They vs oft dyſceyue / dylctyue we them agapne 
Deupſe we ſlyly/gyle ſubtyll and trayne 
But this IAmpyntas /to me is greteſt grefe 
And doubt fo2 it is vll /ſtelynge from a thefe 


ykit be knowen / excule it craftcly 
Pꝛeue felony/thoughe it be vſedlonge 
Is not called theft / but iniury and wzonge 
All that they haue / withuntheſe townes playne 
Is our harde labour /ſoꝛe trauaple a grete paynt 
CU Ampntas, 
Nowthou excedeſt/the marke ofequyte 
Thou paſſeſt reaſon / fauſtus I tell to the 
CFauſtus. 
What than Impyntas/hauepacyencea whyle 
Towne dwellers vyces-dotheallthe woꝛle defple 
The apꝛe is cozrupt/by they? cnozmpyte 
Theſe ſomer ſtoꝛmes / whece come they tell thou me 
Lyghtnynge / grete wyndes/flodes / haple / a thundꝛe 
well remembꝛe/otttyme the grounde here under 
Byght ſoze hathe quaked/and cauſedhouſes fall 
VUpyteok the cyte /is rote and caule ot᷑ all 
The ſonne in myddayt / oſtyme hathe loſt his lyght 
Jnlykewyſe the mone / in ſeaſon olthe nyght 
Bothe hathe ben blacke / oz elles reed as blode 
This ſygne Amyntas pꝛetendeth vs no good 
why growẽ the wedes / and cokyll in the coꝛne 
why is hape and graſſe/oſtymes all fozlozne 
why loſe we our ſede/ our labout und expence 
where cometh moꝛpen / and greuous peſtplence 
Al theſe pꝛocedeth / by madde enozmyte 


pfit be ſecret / we maye u well deny TX 
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Indco:ruptemaners-ofthem olthecyte 
Ind woꝛs is lykely/yet aſtet warde to fall 
yfthey not refourme-they: lyuynge beſtpall 
Whencecamethe furour-ofharncs and batayle 
Which cauſeth wydowes/theyꝛ ſpoules to bewaple 
whiche bzyngeth with it-all kynde ofmpyſcry 
As theft / and murdꝛe / grete deth/ and penury 
Foꝛſoth in cytees/this futout fyʒſte began 
To theconfuſyen-of many a doughty man 
The cyte is well / and grounde oꝛygynall 
Bothe fyꝛſt and laſt/ofdedelyylles all 
Bꝛedde in thecyte / was cruell Lycaon 
Bꝛedde amonge herbe / was good Dewealyoon 
Imtongclhepeherdesmozyſlhed was Renuus 
And alſo his bother the myghty Romulug 
Che cauſe oł the ſtode / in Cyte lyꝛſte began 
wWherby wag waſted/ nere eutry belt and man 
Ourlozdedſtcroped.v.Cytes ſoʒ outrage 
Rede where foz ynnes/he waſtedone vyllage 
Itrowe whanthe woꝛlde / with fyze ſhall waſted be 
The cauſe ſhall pꝛocede/and come of ſomecyte 
what ſhall Itouche the ſauour and the ſtynke 
whiche is in cytes/ol gutter and of ſynke 
There menbe choked / with vyle and deedly ſent 
Here haue weodour-of floures redolent 
Itount me happp/whiche won inthe vyllage 
As vnadefyled/with Cytezyns outrage. 
CImpntas, 
Haue done now Fauſtus / lave there a ſtrawe and reſt 
Fyll we our help / with cruddes that is beſt 
Leue we the cyte / and all Cpuple outrage | 
Nowit is ſcalon / to toꝛne tothe potage 


Alter our dyner / is beſt as in my mynde 
Che reſt to declare / pkought remayne behynde. 
( Finis. 


¶ Here endeth the. v. Egiog ol Flexandze Barclap of 
the Cytezyn / and vplondylſhman / Inpꝛynted at 
London in ſlete ſtrete/at the ſygneol 
ſonne / by wypnkyn de woꝛde. 


re 


CS WI SANE; er Ex TY ge 
N ig * P Wb 25 L v4 * = . * » 


